Guinness Absurdities:
Ze Paper Airplane Rules;

=

The flight must take
place indoors. Must be
made from a single
sheet of paper no larger
than 9.840
and weighs no more
than 50z . OK to use
tape/glue, and thrown
from level ground.

T Guinness record for
longest paper airplane
flight - 27.9 seconds.

Guinness record for
longest distance flown
by a paper aircraft

=

Guinness record for
paper aircraft with the

=
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FC fuel sales are
ever increasing, and y
thatodés a goo

Chalk up June 2011 as the best
month 71 ever - for fuel sales.

YTD sales are up 23% from last
%’ar. 2010 was already a boffo
year up 15% over 2009 sales.

The Nanaimo Flying Club keeps
the tradition
members the least expensive
100LL avgas in the province.

Fuel sales are the single largest
revenue source for the NFC by
far, & makes all the difference.

A big thanks to visiting pilots &
membership which support the
very best flying club in BC.
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t 2 odcl ock
they were still lined up
on the Island Highway

goi

m B F -

he gliding biz has
altered a bit over the

years. Andre of VISC

VancouverflslrsmdScJarin Centr? R
ng, 0 eri n 1I't0s

is slated to address the NFC
membership as Guest Speaker
at Jul yds

Sunday, July 17th, 2011
General Meeting ~09:30
Brunch Served  ~10:30
Andreds on Stage

All Members/Guests are Invited
Everyonebds Wel

. nz C->¢

Bokkg were dired yp at each of
the vending machines... every

gener al

C 0 m¢g
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igmund Sort, was our

guest speaker last

month and addressed
NFC membership on various
issues, including  "Flying Train-
ing in the Canadian Forces".

Thanks to Sigmund for taking
the time out to share his past
experiences for the NFC.

nice weekend of the summer,
folks were looking to get out &

20+ 1

@dh cwum NFAd wm J~- d3 Anr et el

& Wuwt yl L

The Crash % chair in the house was being do something. While there
a mile or so both ways, trying used, every elevated flat sur- were several competing events
Motley Fool 2 to get into the airport. The face had a backside sitting on in Nanaimo, the airshow was
grassy area being used as a top of it. Milling everywhere. just the thing to get seemingly
TG TRLE e parking lot was chock full. everyone in the Nanaimo area
) . Volunteers struggled to cope .
NFC Insights 3 Twice or thrice the amount of ) to show up at the airport, and
) with a turnout crowd that ex- .
collector cars which pre ded d all bi gadzookesé they turned
Mystery Aeroplane 3 registered, also trying to get ceede ‘Tmy and all reasonable droves. It was a madhouse.
) expectations.
R ) into the grounds. Seven folks P )
Juneds Sol @tion ) ) I wa s n éassignged anything
were manning the main gates, CYCD has never had so many ) i
and even that many, were just folks out at this airport at one Job specific as a volunteer, but
The Canso 4 ' ) port simply asked to float & help out
_ barely able to manage the time. It was pandemonium... of wherever needed. Riaht from
Canso - continued 5 throngs of people that just kept the good kind. Being the first -9
coming & coming & comin s g A the get goé It was
New Fuel Pumps 5 9 9 9: )
. | di dndt get a chance
v N s By noon the airport grounds on bik del
argas Islan ) . n rs, nor nor m
Y the west side had packed with any cars, nor bikes, nor mode R
. . . aircraft, di dnot get
WE&WOs St ufs kids, vintage cars, bikes, model ) ‘
. take even one picture. But | did
aircraft, more people, yet more ich bit of the Extra 300
NFC Karaoke 6 kids, (kids are not people yet) cafch ‘a it of fhe Extra -
. model airplane demonstration.
. & long suffering NFC volunteer R . )
Volunteer Dinner 6 . . Towas i mpressive stuff,
types racing around trying to
COPA Convention 6 keep a |Iid on a Pa The next thing | remembered
Mandy 7 The sole food concession had a seel.ng was the un -scheduled
. landing of the Steen Skybolt.
queue snaking clear around the
What it Do? 8 clubhouse, with what seemed And just Ilike in Don
like an hour long wait to get a song, thatos when t he

hamburger or smokie. died here at CYCD.




AvGas Contributors:
Mandy Vashti,

Gerry Block & the ever
present NFC Blackguard

Corporate GoodGuys:
Cottonwood Golf Club

AdzGaL J>-t

Twm Cr a? 2z

ver t he yea
seen the Doc perform
his airshow routine a

dozen or more times. Phipps
has probably done that same

routine 1000 or
itods consi dered
aerobatic act, never extreme &

heds never been a

So what went wrong?

Like many others on the field, |
too watched his routine on that
day. Afterwards, | played the
video footage over and over.

Armchair quarterbacks will no

McBrideds Service St plve all the answers and wi
The Timberland Pub

Wenner Electric

t h

on it own, FbUt‘ vlyherL thTey n,. RM

CYCD Corporate GoodGuys:

BC Mountain Helicopters
Nanaimo Aircraft Maintenance
NavCanada FSS
The Seaplane Academy
Venture Aviation

their theories may have merit, pile

but we ol | never
unless the Doc decides to share
what really happened.

But one thing is for sure... YCD
management ds
minute meddling with airspace

know for
d

S a
us, on f O OvPefw69S
performers is renowned world - and post accident has

11th

around YCD for the airshow did

not help anything, & may have
been a contributing factor in

upé |
Manfre Radi

wide for his aerobatic glider
airshow act. In it, he does an

i AP ved ASitbbon
the same routine 1000+ times.
At one airshow, they prohibited
him from any |
the ribbon cut was in, but not

0s
ookout .
ur e

ow

posturing

been
witness first hand. Pre

interesting to

telling everyone that listened,
just how the airport was work-

ing fapdt ip hand withythe NFC
I p

to he mak e

- AirShow
c g boasted b hisdnvalygmen

t he

W& W6 s

Vital Aviation the airshow accident . Precedent {4 pe done inverted. a successé however .
Zﬁtzir:ghs(:\lljvpg:%;mr:fg affected Manfred relates that as he was In the packground, the airport
comipg in for the cut, the sight undermined N-F.C efforts with
N"-n-.me F-14.ngz d—l_u>h ? ] AMa ybe 1 wa Ei&u?etf_elt Gl Wiréng, the ib- cal!s lto the M|n!stry of Health
is pleased to introduce thise 1611 repeat pg waddbiok %nd the poles claiming safety issues. We all
June 2011 Just days before the airshow, too close together. He aborted. know whenever a safety card

New NFC Members

iRi | ey

fiBob Leduc

LaLi berteo

YCD was successful in getting
the CottonwoodGolfCourse area

deemed Built -Up-Urban. They

In the de -briefing, it was deter-
mined nothing changed other
than he now approached this

gets pulled, everyone runs and
does the CYA thing. Expected.

The NFC is on the same aquifer

lacques du Toito claimed a golf tournament was maneuver right side up, which as the airport, the golf course,
o — happening airshow day, safety heds done i nver t e&everyoDeDelsd is theaChssidy
for the golfers was a concern. times. This solitary change in area. YCD considers itself, the
YCDb6 s | ast seconghs [ogitlpeofq!t)ﬁo VErY Wreng, golf course and Cassidy to have
airspace affected all performer that he aborted the maneuver. safe wgter, but suddenly..‘. hfald
Rumack: Captain, how s00n routines. W&Wos AConsBiérothis. PrerDoc also safety ISS'lIJetSJI overhtht'e\lg(r:mklng
can you land? formers had to modify and or performed his same acro spiel water available at the .
Captain Oveur: | can't tell. ensure their routines complied perhaps 100006s ofw&tWomessor gBaunti ser me t
:‘;’;’32:: Venem 2] s i with a late & precedent setting now, saddled with a significant airport management multiple
Captain'o\,eur: Nen0  meEn airspace requirement.  Stupid last minute airspace change... times during months of plan-
I'm just not sure. seems to follow CYCD airport Just days before ning, ateach, agkedilesairport
Rumack: Well, can'tyou  take management regularly, but this if they had any concerns. Water

a guess?

Captain Oveur: Well, not for
another two hours.

Rumack: You can't take a

11th hour ill -conceived effort to
affect the airshow in the name
of safety may be a contributing

performer had to reconsider or
modify their intended routines,
in order to comply with a new,
onerous, rather stupid airspace

was never, ever mentioned.

Just like last minute airspace
changes, meddling with Health

guess for another two hours? factor in this accident.

restriction. Some... considered BC didnoét torpedo the
Hanging Lady: Nervous? So what has airspace got to do cancelling participation, it now but it did make it hard for the
Ted Striker: Yes. mit ze crash ? Read on McDuff, prohibited planned & practiced W&Wé6s organisers to do

Hanging Lady: First time?
Ted Striker: No, I've been
nervous lots of times .

airshow maneuvers.

It oés common k n o w IOK,d ethe Rildt a-tni Command
aviation accidents rarely occur is responsible, yada yada yada.

all will be clear soon enough. Popping this perceived water
issue 11th hour only resulted in

removal of all the food kiosks

- Airpl . ; : ) - i i .
e because of just one thing going But last minute restrictions to organisers he_‘d lined up; other
wrong. It always seems to be a airspace didnot hthanpasmakie&byrgegsfand;
series of events, each one a wasnot a factor, HdalthB®threaterded th shat it

minor distraction, easily dealt much to do with this accident. down if cupcakes appeared.


http://www.definitions.net/definition/tell
http://www.definitions.net/definition/mean
http://www.definitions.net/definition/take
http://www.definitions.net/definition/take
http://www.definitions.net/definition/guess
http://www.definitions.net/definition/First
http://www.definitions.net/definition/lots
http://www.definitions.net/definition/times
http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm
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AdkGaL J>-tf & 1?.-((’(1(1/ Ll Pegatim S o ftm

GE)H/CDUFS!:!

N -"n" " .mB F-41.nz C->t M,

ave Thomas Ill, has Daveods has owned
D been flying for a bit ferent aircraft during his flying

over 10 years, and career, including a Cherokee
during that time, has built up 180 as well as a Cherokee 235.
some 1700 hrs, commercial &

multi -1FR rated and is presently
working on his ATPL. Contrary

h€ClLas! 3nedlL

» ATO hangar rental
| in Mustang Hangars, at
/ CYCD is now available.

Rates quoted are: $300/month,
3 or $3000/year. More details?
S A Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at
|2i50t.7t58|.8395f aheys@shaw.ca

Heés had the priv
these birds on some long cross -

S countr'ﬁas zigpin% aeross the Davedés driving a d
to popular opinion.. éIlst)h 0d sNOS these days, C -FBUZ, a uniquel dill o | d h
of (Wendybds) Dave PPfeS &l ihe wgy pydney, NS, i ve. iy auely adrilos o anga
way down sout h t painteM&ayCooldobki Lancair, CYCD is For Sale. For
Baja, as well as making the trip which zips along powered with details, interested
to North Amer i caloyscomivnads onbul I et partigsr contaét Russ nLéugheed
mecca of Oshkosh. economical IO -360. @ lougheed@cnw.com or cell:

360.202.3869

rrrreat avionics for sale!
G Silver Crown King panel

being parted out, all
serviceable, tagged and all in
mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)
KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving
accessory), KG -102A (Slaved
DG), KTM -112 (Flux detector)
KX155 -39 (Nav/Com) KI -256

3 (Al/Flight Director) KAS  -297B
My ST Y 5 A. T w meUrl!ll;'eArN DEI.VeICS.tIl;‘NC (Altitude preselect) interested?

email -> bkrasowski@shaw.ca
s always, the very first .
A to identify this aircraft
entites the same a
legitimate claim to NFC monthly

bragging rights, plus a rather
nice tasty bottle of the grape.

regional area 100LL llitre
Abbotsford 1.75
Boundary Bay 1.95
Campbell River 2.06

Boasting of your ability to recall
arcane, oddball, silly, & useless

aviation trivia is permitted and Chilliwack 1.78
encouraged 24/7 at the NFC. Courtney Air Park 1.67
Delta Air Park 1.72

Good luck everyone, shoot off Kamloops 2.10
your bestto:  avgas@email.com Kelowna 2.04
Langley 1.81

< Lillooet 1.93
JSEmUL AdkGaL Mysr ¥t A.r rJo S" - U&d. Onanamo 1.64
. . . . CYCD NanaimoFlyingClub 1.39

A n NFC regular gets the A Soviet fighter,  nicknamed The short stubby fuselage kind cveD Oliver 1.79
nod for this one, being Ishak, was the world's very first of reminds me of a GeeBee, & CYYE Penticton 1.76

the first to identify this cantilever -winged monoplane looks like itod bevypk happthdatowvs 1.73

bird. Seems heos a fightey withoretractable landing CYSB Port Alberni 1.44
wanting to | ay | ogear. so | wonot CcYZT Port Hardy 1.81
identify him by name. Ya still It has a  Wright Cyclone  radial CYPW Powell River 2.35
curious? He flies a nice red & . ) . CYDC Princeton 1.70
white 150 parked out in front of engine in .a very cool looking 5 CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville  1.87
the clubhouse, you figure it out. NAQA cowling . They are rare. CcyQz Quesnel 1.85
CAP3 Sechelt 1.60

Congratulations to Dave, and a CYAZ Tofino 1.75
bottle of the pre 4 CYVK Vernon 1.76
grog patiently awaits him at the i CYYJ Victoria 2.20

CYYJ Victoria Flying Club ~ 1.95
corrections needed?

avgas@shaw.ca

clubhouse.

The bi r dPolikarpod sl-16


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polikarpov
http://www.wennerelectric.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aircraft%20Solution
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
mailto:avgas@shaw.ca?subject=100LL%20pricing%20updates
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USSR
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fighter_aircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantilever
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monoplane
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_R-1820
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NACA_cowling
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think ya got game? good,
then prove it.
comments,
submissions,
and opinions;
send the whole enchilada
to: avgas@email.com
even take yer bastinado,
doubl edareyaé
and for those sin huevos,
slide it over:  incognito

What's the hurry?
Are you afraid |
won't come back?
d Manfred von
Richthofen, 'The
Red Baron,' last
recorded words, in
reply to a request
for an autograph
as he was climbing
into the cockpit of

his plane.

Higher, ever
higher.
"Arriba, siempre
arriba"

& Georges Chavez,
last words after
crashing his Bleriot
airplane on his
trailblazing flight over
the Alps, September
1910. His words
became the motto of
the Peruvian Air
Force.

BC

AdGaL J>- | 2Meuntain
Helicopters
Twm N " n- . mB C " nsB Rea._
t6s been sittiBnter Mike ringramf and Colin
as long as | remember, Monti et h of

un-loved & deteriorating
on the field for over a decade.
Proudly built in Vancouver, now
a sad sight, especially for those
that care about flying things.

A Malaysian company had plans
for it some 15 years ago, it was

then being readied for service
in Eco -Charter on the Nile River
in Egypt. The water tank was

removed, an air -stair door was
installed, as well as two huge
side observation bubbles.

Due to economic pressure, the
project was tabled. And there it
sat for years. Heavy snow once
tipped
ice laden on wings slid down &
damaged both new $45,000
observation bubbles. Ya.

Then the elements started to
get after this bird in earnest,
condensation in the fuel tanks
began to collect, freezing inside
the fuel lines, bursting hoses.
Corrosion began

Steve Butler purchased this
Canso from the Malaysian con-
sortium, and after a short while
re-sold her to Del Smith.

Smith owns and operates the

famous Evergreen Museum in
Oreg

Mc Mi nnvill e,
collection includes the Spruce
Goose, & an SR -71. Check out
his excellent website, it may
tweak an interest to see a mar-
velous aviation collection.

Evergreen engineers made the
effort to come up and get the
Canso back into ferryable con-
dition, but were always locked
out at the border. NoJoy.

this bird

Yy

Maintenance.

The hard working folks at VAM
were contracted to get the
Canso ready to ferry, and the
VAM team has spent the past
several weeks and some 200
hours to get her back in the air.

Marty Howse & Mel Johnstone
headed wup

Bfter checking @t theteggjneps’
VAM r &r 6d bot h
with an identical set they were
able to rent from **Bob Dyck.

Afterwards, they spent days
chasing down fuel & hydraulic
leaks, as built up moisture in
the lines over the years, had
settled then froze causing leaks

i 10p ¢her dgmpage. Marty & Mel

then tackled and dealt with all
remaining snags, one at a time.

CYYJOo

VskeMens.

pakm

f

<

The broken observation bub-
bles were removed & replaced
with site fabricated temporary
metal coverings by VAM metal
tech Jonathan Felling. Easy.

The Canso also required a gear
swing before flight, but lacked
jack points, custom fabricated
points were then installed to
facilitate an easy gear swing.

On June 28th, she was pulled
out of her backyard corner and
brought over to the NFC fuel
pumps, for a little go juice. Lots
of room under those wings, no
sweat to get other aircraft in to
tank up on the other pump.

VAMO6s avionics

was on hand to install some
radios, check them out, verify
that all.. plus an intercom was
properly working before this old
bird would fly once again.

g@ i m'v

guru

hhd

P a


mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
http://www.evergreenmuseum.org/#/
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*When the good folks at VAM
are plan to fire up for her final
departure, we 61 |
on NFCb6s
give everyone a heads up.

** Bob Dyck owns the sister
Canso (003) to this one, and
plans to offer pilots a PBY

type rating in nearby Victoria.
WayCool, | can just see the
heavy wallet brigade getting in
line for this endorsement, just

-5A

for kicks! 11
once owned by Buffalo Airways
& still sports

evergreen paint job.

‘- " v 4 -t
It was getting close now, all of
the serious issues overcome,
the last of the minor nigglies
checked off the list.. Now ready
for engine start, and with any
luck, no new snags.

[ A

| ey

Tuesday, June 28th. -NooN-

This was it. It was ShowTime.
Mike Ingram climbed into the
cockpit, called clear right en-

gine, and began to turn it over. 7

. . N r
The right engine started uhcr:né'l'leS
reluctantly, then ran smoothly. FC6s Gavin

Ditto for the left engine. leading an excursion

for NFC members

N

A couple of other snags did
come to light, one oil cooler
was leaking with a suspected
case fracture & one MAP gauge
was pegged at 66 inches.

and guests out to Vargas Island
July 2nd 2011.

When the remaining snags are
out of the way,
fuel in earnest, approximately
5000 litres of 100LL to get this
wonderful flying boat down the
coast to Oregon. That much
fuel will be needed, as the (2)
1,200HP R -1830-92 engines
burn ~200 US gallons/hour.

The Cansoo S“?gmmd d§aturday starts nicely, with a
(CF-NJB) then USA registered clubhouse breakfast!
as (N249SB) All thatos left is

the application to TC/FAA for
ferry permits, when those are

in place, *CatDrivers will take
this old Canso to
at the world famous Evergreen
AeroSpace Museum located in
McMinnville, Oregon.

The first Saturday of the month
is a also a NFC fly -in breakkie
date, and so too is this one,
breakfést sermed W8:00 o mikd:30.
Visiting pilots may also take
advantage of
pricing on NFC event days.

YahooGr obop bftered the Dundan Flying

Dy c Rriées. unded oneg apnditpa. s

t he

C Vargag Breakfdastsand Briefing

i NF C NARIMPIEIDSOIRCRAFT

an McBride owns and
operates a Chemainus
5 d AutptSeryice Station.

Club two of his surplus pumps.
However, CAM3 snoozed a little
too long, & Dan then extended
the offer to the NFC.

Danbés a great

of aviation. The price was right.
Afterwards, he even offered to
knock another 100bucks off the

He w?nted 100LL accg%s for the

a mo Lr s nJoeo
odd occasional purchase, to try
out a higher octane fuel in one

Ti mber | a

Lunch/Dinner

of his figo fasto
Geeé no probs accid
that request.... Thanks Dan!

ooprs

CHEMAINUS B.C.

¥ ttper ¢

begins 8:00 Saturday morning.
Slower aircraft will be encour-
aged to head out first, target-
ing ~10:00 as a beach arrival.

Everyoneds i
youobre without a

welcome to tag along with one
of the others in an extra seat
you

or é can join

——

= S

-=g

MAINTENANCE LTD.

o

pakm

iala

A

b



http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
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think ya got game? good,

then prove it.

comments,

submissions,
and opinions;

send the whole enchilada

to: avgas@email.com
even take yer bastinado,

doubl edareyaté

and for those sin huevos,

slide it over:

incognito
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W. ngt
espite the accident,

despite the monkey

wrenches Hooperville
threw at the NFC, despite the
inadequate number of airshow
volunteers needed to properly
handle the loads of people that
arrived,

> W&Wo6s 2011

For such a o period in which
to plan such an event, given all
the obstacles they needed to
over come,
Riddy hit this one right out of
the 60l par k.
imagined that she would bring
more people out to YCD airport
at one time than

Some things, they got wrong...
other things, t
way, way right.

N " n~ . ms

spirit, (no pun intended) and
after working so very hard for
the Wings & Wheels event, cut
loose & let their proverbial hair
al ong with

Tons of food, trays of little jello
shooter tingies, excellent music
this little appreciation dinner
was just what the doc ordered
for the volunteer gang.

The NFC has folks around, that
definitively have game. The bar

L nhn UL
he COPA convention
started Friday, with
several items on the

agenda over that weekend. Not

able to devote the entire three
days to COPA, | decided to fly
over for one day only.

| particularly wanted to catch
Jack
several of his excellent books.
Schoefield was scheduled to
give a luncheon presentation
on Saturday, so the decision on
which day was academic.

&Wuwt yl L UL

despite
made

Thi

-ever - before?

F-1.nz C-

ow this one.
hoot. Too much fun.
Everyone got in the

ot doem

CUHA C,

Schoefield,

20+ 1

Had just a few things gone our
way, this would have resulted
in the equivalent of a financial
grand slam for the NFC.

The volunteers are outstanding
folks. Each pulled the weight of

ter] «?II supvi Ked Eo Iaugh abq(ut
it aftenNardsyWeII don

Congratulations to Prez Riddy
are in order,
that could have put so very

L 6m thi nmI'Z'Ch togefger in S0 Il(}Ie tlmte

Now? Frankie says |t best...

> 1

was tended aby same rather
special guests; Dolly Parton, a
CatWoman, as well as young

fraulien AHei di 0.
they uhm. err é
mo st everyoneods

tion throughout the evenings
thbopla Jlwey were delightful!

President Barb Riddy happened
to celebrate a recent birthday,
and a comely French Maid also
made a surprise appearance.

| happened to take a picture or
2 that evening, & such as they
a r erone will be made public.

| arrived to find the new paved
runway infield jam packed with
aircraft.
us to a parking spot in the
grass. Upon disembarking, two
pleasant young cadets greeted
us with welcomes and an info
packet. They radioed for a golf
cart to transport myself & crew

over on to the pl?lot rergi%tr%tlon

area. What a nice welcome!

| spotted several aircraft which
| recognized to be based out of
YCD, including a beautiful blue

V" - Snrt

pagm !

——
BROKERS

SRECG K™ r

l ost a bet.

one, uhm... alcohol may

have been a factor. At
any rate, the stakes involved a
karaoke song. Ugh.

Got out of that one by betting
double or nothing on Boston
winning game seven. Whew.

But the precedent was now set.

s h e A\lkbets now involved karaoten e

However, I dm now
to announce that
Trepanier will be entertaining
the NFC with a karaoke selec-
tion of her choice. Go Andrea!
Date & time to be announced.

WHERE WORDS FAIL 8 MUSIC SPEAKS
i Hans Christian Anderson

PRACTICE RESPONSIBLE KARAOKE
-Al Brust

Ap

Some pics however, have been
upped to a private gallery, and
will be made available to any-
oWitHathattended this sdirde.,
OKs ktheriédy, h& | dn
aview wilebe erténdied. n -

B‘,tsrbsrivtg_ o2 0r 1

Stinson and a distinctly painted
yellow C -177. It was a busy

Mar s h a | dlaeer Hutshad rbiline e ¢ups and

all seemed to be logically laid
out. Aviation vendor exhibitors,

food concessions, lots of places
to sit down, and friendly people

to chat with. It was an easy
place to spend the day, with
many beautifully restored vin-

tage aircraft to see.

| even got a chance to hear
Jack Schoefield, he addressed a
crowd, & didnot

nm ?

Towas

very
NFCos

I e

invitati

di sapp¢


mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=VolunteerDinnerPics
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.ventureaviation.com/
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C.nles! i,

not a 'cabin crew member',
or a 'flight attendant' ... or
even a 'stewardess’. Oh no.

I was a real Air Hostess, &

| became an  Air Hostess in the

late seventies.

Those were the days when we
all had long hair, wore blue eye
shadow and suspenders, and
our lipstick matched our nail
varnish. We were
Hostesses, not like this lot now-
adays; few of whom speak
English. The girls were even
allowed to wear.. (shudder)
trousers.

We were lined up every morn-
ing on our initial training

course, like army recruits. Our

Tenko's included a helmet
haired, fifty year old female
drill sergeant staring at our
nails, our teeth..and even
checking what colour under-
wear we had on. Many of us
dropped out due to sheer nerv-
ous exhaustion. (What to do,
when Revlon discontinued
'Pampered Pink?")

However, it was not all about
how we looked. To be serious
for a moment, we were
ALL crew members continue to
be - trained to the hilt on safety

and first aid measures. The SAS
of the air. Woe betide anyone

who scornfully called us 'flying

waitresses'. (How many wait-

resses can get you out of a
burning restaurant at a rate of

one person per second? Tackle
a toilet fire at 30,000 feet?

Administer the Heimlich ma-

noeuvre, or CPR? They even
teach us how to use handcuffs,

which are stored on board.)

So read on..for all you ever
wanted to know and more,
about what really goes on at
30,000 feet. Welcome on board
Ladies and Gentlemen......

The Captain, is the Boss. The
Master of His Vessel. The Head
Honcho. The Big Cheese. The
One Who Must Be Obeyed.
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Of course, there are loads of
female Captains flying the skies
now, but in my day ...the flight
deck were nearly all men. They
were usually ex forces, had a
handlebar moustache, and were
probably called 'Nigel'. Remem-
ber, I am from an era where
men were not allowed to be
stewards unti |l 1980¢

There is something about a
man in a uniform. Especially a

pilots uniform. And, especially
when he is sitting on the flight

deck, confidently in charge of

this great, lumbering beast of

the sky. He makes all the deci-

sions. He has the power to
order the police to meet the

aircraft - if there are dodgy
drunks on board for instance.

He alone wields the Company
visa card (have you ever seen

the fuel bill for a fully loaded

747?)

Gosh, he could probably stop
and single handedly lift a truck

off a trapped toddler on the
way to work. He can do any-
thing . (Except perform mar-
riage ceremonies. That is an
urban myth.)

This man is to be revered...to
be looked up to, to be admired.

How many times have you tried
to catch a glimpse of this hero
as you board the aircraft? Peer
as you might, all you see is the

back of the head.. perhaps -

ah, look! - the noble profile.
Maybe, you just catch sight of
one muscled arm - the shirt
sleeve ironed to an edge that
could draw blood - so you sigh
happily, and settle back in your
seat, listening out for his warm,
dulcet tones welcoming you on
boardésecure in
t haHe 6l's | n

Just let me tell you how it is
from the Air Hostess's point of
view.

I, along with the rest of the
crew, have just spent the previ-
ous drunken evening with this

Isedorkt warw| e d g e
Ookbntrol .o

particulay ,}{ é\‘ voiced Cap-
Q‘nf&o ig tslfop One of
those famous, 'Spin the Bottle'

kind of Nightstops at any old
layover location.

The last lucid memory | have of
this man, is of him bouncing up
and down on a hotel bed, wear-
ing nothing but his mismatched
socks and his Captains Hat. He
has two danish pastries,
(salvaged from the breakfast
trolley) strapped to his head by
a hair band, and is waving his
willie around, making
'schzzzzzz' noises, and shouting
'Help me Oh -Bi-Wan Big Knob-
by, you're my only hope'.

So, kinda hard to take him
seriously now.

(And yes, Captain Marvellous, if
you are reading this..... you
know who you are. And if |
wanted to, | could identify you

by a particularly odd mole on
your nether regions.)

Of course, this did not happen
on every single nightstop. (I
remember at least one where
the most exiting thing that
happened was the hotel fire
alarm going off at 4am.)

However, | have to add that in

all my years of flying, | have
never once been involved in, or
witnessed any sort of incident
where the safety of passengers
was compromised by the be-
haviour of the flight deck the
previous evening. After all, we
are all human, and they are off
duty! We have strict rules
about drinking before flights (at
least eight hours with no alco-
hol - twelve in some airlines)
and even the most social of
pilots would never put passen-
gers lives or his job at risk.

Chances are Captain Marvellous
is retired by now. No doubt
sitting at home, watching Star

Wars movies.

| bet he still does the thing with
the pastriesé
light sabre has lost its glow?
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