NFC factoids:

e 1977 represented
the NFC's largest
membership ever

e They cheated a
tiny bit that year

o In1977..
A Victoria Satellite
Flying School rented
the Upstairs Office

e Part of the rental
deal was that all
Satellite Students
had to join the NFC
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Jovrsome at the Nanaimo Flying Club

ver 70 folks got magic
secret sauce healing at
the NFC clubhouse last

month. TC reps did the recur-
rency thing, & those attending
received individualized “I Dun
Got Learned Again” almost
free passes from MOT’s School
of Remedial Aviation.

It was the full meal deal, a 7
hour session with a couple of
intermissions to stretch legs,
grab sustenance; along with a
superb luncheon provided by
Izumi Lepshi and Barb Riddy.

It certainly served it’s intended
purpose, but one was forced to
sit through a bit of painfully
obvious, completely irrelevant
filler material which had some
nodding off & others reaching
into their jackets for some hip
flask anesthesia. No matter,
everyone came out ahead
here, ya just couldn’t lose.

NFC’s executive get a solid
thumbs up on this one. They
scheduled it early in the year,

pre spring flying, that’s good.
Inviting other island pilots to
join in, better yet. The NFC
even got a boatload of people a
place to sit while taking in the
seminar. Pics upped here. Q

his months, March 19th
guest speaker is Ken
Leyden, owner of YCD

Venture Aviation Ltd. Leyden’s
deep aviation career spans 34
years, involves over 600 sales,
ferrying aeroplanes worldwide
to 15 countries in 4 continents.

A ferry pilot’s take on flying,
the good, the bad, & the ugly.

March 20th, NFC's GM 9:30,
Brunch ~10:45, & Ken ~11:30.
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The Jow Antecedent

ast month Mike Bechtel
l of NavCan’'s CYCD FSS

gave a great presenta-
tion after NFC's monthly meet-
ing. We had a full house and
Mike did an outstanding job.
Mike’s presentation was both
educational & interesting. For
those that missed the real deal,
Dave Ellis had Mike’s presenta-
tion videotaped, find it in the
NFC'’s tape library.

It's always good to get a FSS

perspective on what, why and

how they look out for us. Mike

and the YCD FSS team are a

great asset to have at YCD. Q
\

Awww nutz, those knuckleheads
from the NFC are at it again!

NFC gets some minor surgery, nip & tuck plus a face Lift

he clubhouse was looking
a bit tired & needed some
TLC. Elrad Schlitz took on

the cleanup project, & boy-o-boy...
did he ever get on it.

o ceiling tiles pulled & repainted

o critter damaged electrical repaired

e ADSL modem re-mounted properly
e communication lines re-run

e receptacles installed where needed
e missing wall sconces replaced

e burned out lighting ballasts replaced
e dead fluorescent tubes replaced

® missing ceiling insulation replaced

® new picture areas were created

e kitchen cupboards were repainted

o kitchen contents toothbrush treated
® a donated dishwasher was installed
o stove & fridge toothbrush treated

e bathroom completely gutted/re-load
o the NFC library was cleaned up

e base 120.1 radio now operational

o the laptop relocated & repaired

o donated printer connected to laptop
o tv & articulating support installed

* audio visual equipment operational

o the video library was cleaned up

o donated dartboard/cabinet installed

o broken furniture/chairs replaced

e main room interior walls repainted

 existing storage made functional

o 3 tired sofas were replaced

o Wilkey doodled on a now very cool
24’ piece of wall for near 2 weeks

A special thanks to these dedicated

hard working, NFC volunteers that

transformed our clubhouse. They

donated their expertise, rolled up

their sleeves, went out of pocket, all

to help make the NFC the best %*!

Clubhouse around. Volunteers list

is in no particular order, they are;

Autumn Umanetz, Randy Galusha,

‘Yosemite’ Ken Plant, John Veale,

John ‘I Spy’ Garstang, Gord Heys,

Grant Howatt, Capt. Gord Cluchey,

Joyce Clarke, Don ‘Capone’ Crocker,

Gavin Chester, Bob ‘Izumi’ Lepshi,

Michaelangelo Wilkey, Doug Tyce,
George Irbe, ‘Fireman’ Larry Berg,
Gord ‘DaVind’ Henne, Barb Riddy,
Frank Benvin, anyone else who was
inadvertently missed, & last but not
least, construction superintendent
extraordinaire, Darrle ‘Elrad’ Schlitz.
See pics *here’, many folks missing.
This month long project was ~500
man hours, lots of bits and pieces,

donated by volunteers. (Lemmesee... if
they hired some cheapo labour to do this, say at 20
bucks an hour... 500x20=$10K, ~150 trips out=~1K
of car gas burned, another 5-6 hundred in donations)

No doubt about it, _
these folks rock!

] "HaTe" spRinG <Leaning


https://picasaweb.google.com/ycd.driver/NFC2011ClubhouseRenos
https://picasaweb.google.com/ycd.driver/NFCTCRecurrancySeminar
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6New Members

Brad Crockett
James Embury
Jim Kelly
Thomas Kirk

Welcome Aboard!

OK.. Some rodomontade; While
perusing my own pics, I came
across this. One trip, Nanaimo to
Kelowna, 17K with a push. Can
anyone best 254kts ground? Who
takes NFC speed bragging rights?
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Tmon yau Guys. knock it off.. you all know the brass

i coming downh Dere today. The

Hoopster says you are

all supposed to at least LOOK Busy while theylre here!’

Club . .
2011 Dwectlon

n February of 2011, NFC ‘s
membership hit 123 strong.
So who cares right? Wrong.

In 1977, the club’s membership
peaked. It was kinda artificial
because they made the Victoria
students join up that vyear,
nonetheless... 1977 was the
pinnacle NFC membership year
at 132 members.

Over the past 15 years, mem-
bership has been up & down.
Mostly down. But over the past
few yrs, NFC membership really
climbed, up some 47%.

The club is getting it's game
back and that’s good stuff.

It's only March, & we're already
at 123 & counting. We've got a
realistic shot at making 2011 a
new record setting membership
year for the NFC.

NFC President Riddy’s approach
is both social and businesslike.
The new Sherriff at the club is
actively cross-promoting NFC
events with other flying clubs
around the Island & Mainland.

2011 is going to be a good one
for the NFC, this years execu-
tive has the following slated;

o Alberni's Glider Troupe will
base at YCD for a weekend
Tandem Glider rides will be
offered

e Langley’s Aerobatic Associa-
tion is flying in for a session

e A aerial photography seminar
donated by a mainland based
professional photographer

e Parachute Weekend c/w jump
school for those that want to
participate tandem or solo.

e A glider towing slide will be
based at YCD for a weekend

e The NFC Wings & Wheels
June Fly-In Event Weekend

e Vargas Island Fly-In BBQ

e Monthly clubhouse social get
togethers, brekkies and other
assorted foolishness

All these dealies are things that
members asked for, help out,
show support by participating &
make 2011 a stellar year. Q

page two

00“0"}9’5 (emphatic exclamation)

ast month, I listed some
of our long-timer NFC
membership. A couple

errors were spotted & brought
to my attention.

I missed Derek Carter who first
joined the NFC in May of 1988.
Over the past 23yrs supporting
the NFC, Derek served in vari-
ous directorship roles including
NFC Vice-President. My sincere
apologies for the omission.

Not done yet.. Another NFC
member was credited with a
few more years service than
actual. What the heck. Where
else can you get a few free
bonus years? Call it square.

Please refer to my new Errors &
Omissions weasel clause, in the
very likely event of even more
unintentional muddlement .

On another note, a couple of
weeks ago Noreen Irbe kindly
gave me digitized copies of all
previous NFC newsletters. Very
interesting reading, containing
monthly windows of the NFC's
evolution and it's key players
during those years. 16 different
people ran the newsletter ball,
two editors in particular, John
Owen and Gianni Grando both
produced exceptional and out-
standing newsletters beginning
in the early 1990s, & then con-
tinuing for the next decade.

I had mixed emotions reading
these; part of me craved all the
history contained, & the other
part realizing my take on things
is hardly innovative. All those
great Larson cartoons I had
lined up... have to scrap em all,
they’ve been done. Editor John
Owen even had Ellsworth as
NFC scribe, spilling his guts in
monthly NFC newsletters less
than a decade ago.

WhOoops again, I didn't mean
to cover same old. On the other
hand...that old saw, ‘imitation is
the sincerest form of flattery.” I
suppose I'll use it to justify, it's
my story ‘n I'm stickin to it. Q


http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm

AvGas Morcih 2011

NFC Member lnsighvts

members, Autumn Umanetz
to send me a quick bio to
use for this insight.

I asked one of NFC’s newer

His bio is quirky and delightful,
just like the real thing. I simply
couldnt do it justice by a re-
write, here it is, unadulterated.

"I was born to hippies & raised
without electricity nor indoor
plumbing. Fascinated by com-
puters, but didn't have the
resources to learn how to pro-
gram until a summer job late in
high school. Studied mechanical
engineering, but fell into a fast
& loose lifestyle as a consulting
software engineer, only giving
it up when I realized I couldn't
handle fast cars, ready women,
& a fast-paced, glamorous life-
style. Now I do energy conser-

Maovclvs Mystery

ere we go... same deal,
same game, except I'm
thinking it'll stump even
aviation’s nerds. The first one
to correctly answer this months
mystery will get some kind of

vation consulting, and a little
itinerant small business IT con-
sulting, specializing in remote
collaboration and multiple-office
integration.

I learned to fly because I hated
living (and driving!) in Toronto,
but loved Toronto jobs and
Toronto City Centre airport. I
bought my plane to support a
habit of working in Pennsylva-
nia & dating in Ontario. I know
you're never supposed to buy
the first plane you look at, but
it was the only 172 on the en-
tire eastern half of the conti-
nent with the O-360 upgrade. It
made a pretty effective and
economical training platform for
my IFR and Commercial tickets.
Now of course, I wish it had
floats and more engines, but I

equally mysterious prize from
the NFC Presidents tickle trunk.
In the event that nobody has
this one tracked, the best guess
submitted gets whatever Riddy
has set aside for the winner.
Take you best shot and send it

out to avgas@email.com Q
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wouldn't really trade it for any-
thing that I can think of.

That's my life to date. Now I
live happily in Nanaimo with my
girlfriend Sarah and work from
home. My only real problem is
that I like it so much here that
I never seem to be motivated
to fly anywhere.”

Note :

The club computers were
needing a little TLC. Autumn  kindly
donated his time and considerable

resources, getting the clubs IT
equipment back on track. The lap-
top’s HDD hashed itself to death,
new cabling, mouse, etc. needed.
Within a few days Autumn got eve-
rything talking to each other & run-
ning tickity boo. The next time your
fingers make magic happen on
those computers out there, you
have Autumn to thank. Check it.
"autumn@thundersun.ca" Q

February Solwtion

Ow... seems everyone
except me, knew this
one is a Cessna CH-1.

‘ / S
‘Arn ’;‘.,— -
I was literally swamped with a
steady stream of absolutely
correct answers... impossible to
list everyone in this wee little
space. Thanks to all that made
the effort. Leave it to early riser
and NFC’s resident helicopter
savant Wilkesonski, who got in
there first. NFC’s newest Polish
wannabe, Wilkesonski claims an
ability to ID any helicopter;
anytime, anywhere, anyplace,
with one hand tied behind his
back & one eye blindfolded. Q

“Pilot’s Special”

NFC

page thaee

fees & food

Hangowrs Avatdlable

“T” hangar rental unit
in Mustang Hangars, at
CYCD is now available.
Rates quoted are: $300/month,
or $3000/year. More details?
Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at
250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca

adill's old hangar at

CYCD is For Sale. For

details, interested
parties contact Russ Lougheed
@ lougheed@cnw.com or cell:
360.202.3869

v-Gass March 1974
reported arson was
responsible for a fire

that took down Pacific Coastal
Hangar. 2 choppers & 3 planes
destroyed. Damages estimated
at $180K. 5 teens convicted &
did time. The winner of that
month’s Snoopy Draw donated
his winnings to Security Patrol.

—:"’-_—'

NANAIMO AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE LTD.

regional area 100LL /litre

CYXX Abbotsford 1.45
CZBB  Boundary Bay 1.70
CYBL Campbell River 1.69
CYcC Chilliwack 1.45
CAH3 Courtney Air Park 1.44
CAK3 Delta Air Park 1.42
CYKA Kamloops 1.58
CYLW Kelowna 1.70
CYNJ Langley 1.54
CAR3 Lillooet 1.93
CYCD Nanaimo 1.34
CYCD NanaimoFlyingClub ~ 1.25
CYCD Oliver 1.47
CYYF Penticton 1.76
CYPK Pitt Meadows 1.49
CYSB Port Alberni 1.44
CYzT Port Hardy 1.81
CYPW Powell River 2.35
CYDC Princeton 1.54
CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville 1.68
CYQz Quesnel 1.64
CYRV Revelstoke 1.30
CAP3 Sechelt 1.60
CYAZ Tofino 1.75
CYVK Vernon 1.46
CYYJ Victoria 1.70

CYYJ Victoria Flying Club 1.48



mailto:autumn@thundersun.ca
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cessna_CH-1
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aeroplane%20Solution

Av Gas

think ya got game? good,
then prove it.
comments,

submissions,

and opinions;

send the whole enchilada
to: avgas@email.com
even take yer bastinado,
doubledareya...

and for those sin huevos,
slide it over: incognito

Our headline ran,
"Virgin screw British
Airways." We'd have
rather preferred
'British Airways
screws Virgin,' but
we had to run with
the facts.

& News Editor, 'The
Sun' newspaper.

A NFC YahooGroup list
moderator fiddled with
the group’s attachment
behaviour on our NFC
YahooGroup mail.

Now all email with
attachments & or pics
are now sent out as an
inline link, zowie... no
more strip searches by
Yahoo, and email then
left naked.

What does it mean?

Good news! All NFC

digest users now get to

see exactly everything

as originally sent out.
Yahoo!

BC
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CYCD Brain Condy S

he power at YCD burped a

couple weeks ago. 17:30,

sun setting, continuing to
work impossible. My vehicle was
airside, next to my hangar. | used
the electric gate to get in, but now
with no juice, exit that way unlikely.
| drove to the NFC, hoping someone
there had a gate key, but nojoy.

Getting past the gates, to streetside
took some time after that, but the

process was enlightening, another
glimpse into YCD & how our airport
is being run these days.

The airport offices were closed. YCD
does not publish emergency phone
numbers. Numbers they do make
available gets you voicemail, but if
youbre patient &
the junk commentary on voicemail,
you are eventually rewarded with a

Afor emergencyo
That reward
though, cuz

hard t o get
airport numbers now tried and only
successful in burning up a ton of my
own cellular time.

| walked over to FSS, surely they
could tag someone at YCD. Tallyho.
FSS had a Commissionaire number
which got through to a real voice.
But t hat wasnot

6Get OutOf Jail Freed 00 &r vi tngpeed of @ dmutsere0YCD fespbnseasedmed t y

sai d, 61 canot |
because the power
voice also had an attitude, making
a really big deal out of having to
leave the terminal building just to
perform the lowly task of opening a
gate. Spending the night locked up
at the airport

wanted freedom. The voice refused
to commit to any time frame that
would have me unlocked, the best |

could negotiate
hands full, we ol |
cano. A n(the same why a

pulled over driver speaks to a cop)
agreed to wait in my vehicle by the
gate, until they sorted out whatever
they had to sort out.

So there | sat. When the voice
finally arrived unlocking the gate,
the subsequent conversation was
cordial, but still in a cop -driver sorta
way.

Mountain
Helicopters

—_—

| asked the voice what it was that
kept him from leaving the terminal.
| was told they had to first establish
if the baggage carousel would be
operational during the power out-
age. OK, | suppose my ego hoped
an important reason kept me cool-
ing my heels, but no biggie, it was
merely one of those inconvenient
things that happen sometimes.

Curious, | asked,
been an emergenc
replied AOur
building, it

~ . t
Huhs? elnd m hr oty ghi dad T n

again, and the voice stuck with it,
indicating the terminal was their

¢ dirst| priofity, gllhother things took a

back seat. I f

Il ronically, | dve
a covered mechanical release on the
electric gate which allows operation
without power . Wh
aware of a rather important little
nugget, which might be useful in

the event of an actual emergency?
an i mmedi at e

poage fouwr

H )]

of a gal, very pregnant, looking like
she was ~2 months overdue. Now
10 minutes after the accident, still
no response from the airport. It was
sweltering out on the tarmac, we
all needed to hydrate soon.

| I'ﬁkwhbgctk to ire]triev? some. bot—h ad

ytlgdéwaterrfhog theVP‘Bo;?wgs.g. Now
prio Ialrinqsty 2_0 iménu.tets Hnéo ﬂ.{'Se Yothi nal
wo u | 9essgdtyng airporyresponse. e

arted acslkeeadn'

n.g
. . a h'i¥m
swatﬁ of torn bits fiberglass.

What happened next was bizarre.
It would have been comical if it

R ) thewyohnge dd dwditr dni sswhen
wasnotp @l Y g7 hh{¥s " Apdipanibels before théltRick evénh € n
nobodysonfedhd With & i1 contnfoR Srise

6 € me helkefs b FeVidt airgort frdcedure | 1 s ot 1o touch anything until TC
arived, He then demandedito know . . o 5 o

stopped the driver was shouting at

(my) pilots license number. | point-
ed to Mr Q2,

into the Q2. Ever seen a Q2? This
ude Oappearedo

heat affected his ability to track

properly as well. It went downhill

oy YED staffip handligg aglingyya | concerned about everything except

aji g pPUtt. 6t hiTnges Yhceif the G2 occupahtawere ©kii nd e d

of a 30degreeC summer afternoon,
a Quickie 2 touched down on 34
with itds brakes
departed the wings & the Q2 skid-
ded to a stop near Bravo. YCD was

w aayigts light 4rgffiee andi sgvgral

of us watched the Q2 scrape in.

FSS would have immediately called
out the_on-site airport emergency

wa s

gu;{)s with Va\{ireport S eequipr%euntr.

e over when we
The Q2 cockpit partially opened, a
man & woman slowly climbed out of
the stricken bird. Nothing appeared
out of YCD buildings. No sirens. No
noises. Nothing. | hoofed out to the
Q2 to see if they were OK. It took a
bit to get there. Still no crash truck.

The Q2 pilot was visibly shaken and
understandably, not tracking very
well. His passenger was a tiny waif

| could go on describing post airport

feRPRNRE S Vg ST, DY 1

would just be piling on.

Airport priorities appear confusing.
IRather than focusing on baggage
carousel reliability, perhaps efforts
should be directed to an effective
emergency response in typical air-
port scenarios. It also seems to me
if they see fit to publish 4 fax num-
bers, they might be able to find
room for an

that gets to a real voice. Q

Not e: /| 6ve
other concerns with YCD directly to
airport management. | received an
unsatisfactory non-response. | also
requested an audience with the NAC
in an effort to bring airport issues to

their attention. The NAC refused.

iHe 6s
yhe altslge% rgethom{ ﬂhe éhre%1 c|>f ys it0 rt

fflemer genc)

previously


mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
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NFCs Michaelangelo
ike Wilkey is a special
guy. And he’s given
the NFC a special gift

with his 24’ unique creation of

visual history which depicts the
growth and essence of the NFC.

I have to smile inwardly, when I
think of all the efforts recently
directed towards NFC clubhouse
renovations, the painting, car-
pentry work, electrical work, IT
work, the whole kit & kaboodle.

Everything we did out there will
be forgotten in a very short
time. But the artisan we call
Wilkey, his delightful illustration
of the NFC’s history and legacy
membership won’t be forgotten,
nor will it be taken for granted.
A rather significant contribution.

Last year “Propwash” regulars
felt compelled to do something
special for Mike, as he created
exceptional, one-of-a-kind mini-
mural cups for each of us. All of
us at the Propwash, covet our
Wilkey Cups, just like the NFC
will likely covet it's boffo new
clubhouse mural.

Mike started with nothing other
than a primer white board. A
handful of us working in and
around the clubhouse, had the
pleasure of watching him trans-
form a wall of harsh white into
a wonderful weave of shapes,
those slowly morphed into de-
tailed terrain, buildings, aircraft,
people and faces.

Mike didnt have much to work
from either, a couple tiny old
photographs, along with some
even smaller photographs from
tattered, & yellowed newspaper
clippings.

I don't know about you, but I
despise someone looking over

my shoulder as I work on some-
thing, Mike had 15-20 looking
over his shoulder every day.

Mike took it all in stride, the
traffic, the interruptions, the
noise, the ongoing commentary,
whatever distractions came his
way was dealt with in his usual
calm and pleasant demeanour.

Mike has done large scale art-
work like this before, check the
sexy chick with the pouty lips
he did back when still doing the
Grecian Formula thing. Not Bad!

—D'ra <

Note: Noreen Irbe continues to
be our unseen, dedicated club
researcher, knower of arcane
NFC details, and collector of all
Flying Club things important.
Noreen spent days collating old
documents, pics, then writing
the narrative Mike needed for
his NFC doodle.

Especially since he uses no less
than 6” & 8” wall paint brushes
for all the really detailed work.

~

Check out some of his other
stuff... I've seen up close, the
original piece which depicts the
hunters and dogs. This entire
work consists of tiny dots, no
brush strokes, only thousands
of dots. Absolutely exquisite. Q

Mike is a Professor of English,
Monocular Pilot, Businessman, a
published Writer and lllustrator,
likely one of the finer individuals

youol I ever run ag
you dondt run him
probably I|ike him

the kind of person that enriches
the lives of everyone around.
Mike has lived and worked in,
The United Kingdom, Africa, The
Bahamas, as well as Canada.

Care to show some small, but
tangible form of appreciation for

Mi keds clubhouse
I1'tds rumoured Mi ke

any fine spirits produced by the
Empire

British and


http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
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think ya got game? good,
then prove it.
comments,

submissions,

and opinions;

send the whole enchilada
to: avgas@email.com
even take yer bastinado,
doubledareya...

and for those sin huevos,
slide it over: incognito
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Real planes use only
a single stick to fly.

This is why
bulldozers &
helicopters in that
order need two.

& Paul Slattery

rare clubhouse sighting

of NFC’s “Wilson Wilson”

Mike Taylor is a modest,
conscientious good guy.
Mike would never say
boo about doing it, but I
know he’s been quietly
using his own gas and
equipment to plow out
NFC’s ramp & taxiways
after every snow event.

Remember all the white
junk a few weeks ago?
Mike had the fuel pump
ramp area cleaned up
‘tout de suite’ and kept
our 100LL pumps open
for business.

Thanks Mike!

w | Wenner Electric
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SOUND AND VISION

Kermuits Towr by Johm Melintock

irsts... nothing quite like
Fthose milestones on our

paths. They seem spaced
farther apart as the years go
by. They usually include antici-
pation, which makes the special
mix that burns the events into
more permanent memory cells.
And thus, even though it is
months later, this story readily
flows, while still waiting ‘in the
wings’ for yet another chance
to relive the moments.

Pleasure indeed, some cross-
county in your personal air-
craft, and warm welcomes from
friends, nice weather, how can
it get better? Well, actually it
coulda, so read on for admis-
sions of ‘coulda done better!’.

The plan was two years old,
bypassing BC Ferries and get-
ting to the interior without a
need for a radar detector -
finally everything aligns, and it
even matches a 200 hr service/
inspection that can happen at
Rotak Vernon.

May 2008, I trusted Kermit
right away with mountain fly-
ing, putting the money down
and leaving Boulder Colorado
showing 100 hrs, with the
builder-pilot off we go to Nanai-
mo. The first two days we were
stopped early due to over-
developing cumulus activity.
We experienced 40 mph head-
winds, a 30 mph crosswind
landing, VFR over the top, scud
running and even some relaxed
delightful cruising, ending with
island hoping through the Vic-
toria — Vancouver control zones
into Nanaimo, and rolling it into
a hangar just before a torren-
tial downpour .

The next step is Cdn registra-
tion, and after being rejected
as an advanced UL (it would
have meant lower gross weight
and wheels only), it was lots of
time and improvements to get
registered in the amateur built
category. Exactly a year after

arriving in our fair land, the
paperwork finally arrives de-
claring what I already knew, it
can fly! May 2009, now all
those upgrades better be prov-
en out, and so another year
zips by (uneventfully!) - and by
then its’ already hang gliding
season, so it was another year
of the BC Ferries grind to get
up to that good flying country
of the interior, while catching
some stick time every oppor-
tunity going through Nanaimo.

September 2010, sure enough
Indian summer offers a stable
air mass predicted to hold for
several days, and there even is
a memorial service in Kamloops
to attend, so the flight plan is
finally filed!

By the time things are packed
into the plane, it's after lunch,
but wow, I should be able to
have dinner in Lumby! I pick
the north shore route, instead
of the myriad control zones and
VFR routes of the lower main-
land if one takes the more di-
rect parallel-to-the-border op-
tion. YVR terminal clears Ker-
mit to the requested 4500 ft to
cross the Salish Sea, and then I
remember there is a camera on
board.

Now all power planes suck,
sometimes Kermit sucks more
from one tank than the other,
& sometimes sucks evenly, so I
was prepared with extra fuel in
jerry cans.

Maybe there would be a tail-
wind, maybe the fuel drain
would be even and Kermit
would go non-stop (this sounds
like a hang glider flight, not
knowing where you are going
to land!) But it takes awhile to
draw down far enough to see if
there is going to be a difference
between the tanks, and what
with the excitement of new
territory etc just as Kermit is
passing north of Hope, fuel
balance once again enters the
pilots’ consciousness. Damn,
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suddenly the only practical pla

is to get down soon, as who
knows if it would prefer to suck
air from an empty side instead
of fuel from the other tank -

what a waste of 7500ft, should
have throttled back ten
minutes ago! So Kermits’ first
grass landing is at Hope, in-
stead of my buddies place at
Lumby. Coulda done better #1.

After topping up, another
homebuilt comes in and he
says his fuel draw is random as
well.

Grinding up again, which really
isn't that bad given the 9.5 #/
hp, soon Kermit is taking
shortcuts as compared to the
radar detector route that un-
folds below. The coastal ranges
quickly transition to forested
high plateau .. and soon the
Okanagan valley signals time to
throttle back and enjoy the
gravity payback. Kermit arrives
in Lumby in the sun, with the
valley bottom already in the
shade, that’s my excuse for the
ground coming up a few mph
sooner than ideal! Kermit is
tied down beside the other
ultralights, the barbie is flashed
up and the beers are clinked,
end of a wonderful day one.

Day Two: The morning dew
was heavy and there was some
low fog, but Kermit was able to
get over to Vernon shortly after
the shop opened. The dynamic
prop balance only showed no
chance for improvement, but
the carb sync has allowed a
reduced idle settling. It was
nice to witness that the special-
ists could find nothing troubling
under the shroud.

Jane, a former hang glider pi-
lot, lives within walking dis-
tance of the airport, and sure
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Kermutfs Touwr  -continued

enough she would love to go
for a ride. We went by several
of the local HG sites, and as we
all know so well, its’ great to
share when it is so well appre-
ciated. I drop Jane off at the
other side of the airport at the
flying club, and discover coulda
done better #2.

There’s a strip of gravel surfac-
ing between the asphalt taxi-
way and the concrete apron in
front of the Rotax shop, but the
guys didn’t say anything so I
guessed it must be packed tight
enough to not be a problem.
Wrong! There are several chips
in the varnish near the tips -
@#%$% 1 tell the pilot in com-
mand, you knew better!

A short hop back to Lumby for
another night, Randy had some
clear nail polish (I didn't ask
why) to put a temporary mois-
ture barrier on the little specs
of exposed wood. Then its off
to the local pub for Friday night
jam session. Randy plays bass,
doesn’t get to rest much, as the
various musicians give us quite
the show. As we pack up, the
staff remark at how much busi-
ness has improved with the
return of jamming — more good
timing on my part!

Day Three: The next morning
has heavy dew again, it takes
awhile to fuel up, pack up and
get away to Kamloops, so the
throttle doesn’t get backed off
much and Kermit arrives at
Knutsford right on ETA, with
two friends waiting & watching.

Dave and Jen are both hang
glider pilots, so here are my
wheels and accommodations!
Dave is fairly new to the area,
and unfortunately we only had
enough time for a short tour to
the E & NE, passing over some
seldom used hang gliding sites
while discussing XC thermal
routes, etc, then back into
Knutsford.

Flash-back to “1988”, when I
finished assembly of the Maxair
Drifter at Knutsford, in a hangar
that, darn if it wasn’t open and
inviting for Kermit to spend the
night.. what a nice
touch.. safely tucked away, we
roll downtown getting to the
memorial service just a few
minutes late. A fellow foot
launch flyer from the early hang
gliding days, Dangerous Dave
(Delta Delta) had switched to
paragliding over the last dec-
ade. Fortunately DD did not
depart as a foot launch statistic.

After the service and the meet
& greet chat, it was off to the
local landing field (2 miles north
of the Halston, between high-
way 5 and the railyard), the
paraglider pilots had some
flights in honour of their missing
fellow flyer. True to form, sev-
eral PG went back up again for
a second sledder!

I'm glad there were several
other cameras in action that
day, mine was waiting in the
new hiding spot back in Kermit.

Day Four: Next morning it was
going to be Jen flying with me
to Cache Creek, with Dave do-
ing the vehicle chase fuel tanker
role being the getting-back-
into hang glider pilot that she
is, I was a bit puzzled with her
announced aversion to turbu-
lence, but here it was the stable
high I had been hoping to hit
for my big Kermit XC, it was
mainly smooth flying out there
lately... I tell her we should go,
as it doesn’t get much smoother
and we can land fairly soon if
she decides it’s her preference.

But first, it was time for another
one of those pilot ‘coulda done
better’ things again. All the
electrical switches were left

open instead of closed, (in the
rush to get downtown, sun in
my eyes, different parking place
talk to the friendly lady kind of
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excuses... ) and we don’t have
any jumper cables...

With nobody in site from Blair
Field, it's over to crappy tire for
some more consumerism .. and
when we get back to the field low
and behold, an inbound aircraft.
What a nice surprise to see Ca-
mille again, after so many years,
and here he is still in the game -
albeit with a short flight & report
of turbulence.

I looked over at Jen, there wasn't
too big of a reaction to the com-
ment, so off we went NW & met
the north ridge at Tranquille Riv-
er — a hang gliding site for east-
erly flow. We throttled back so as
to not be waiting too long for our
ground crew, I got to show Jen
the wusual hang gliding cross
country route that she usually
heared about in campfire or pub
stories. As part of the descent we
were diverting for a pass by Ash-
croft Manor, a landing field for
foot launch from Cornwall Look-
out, but then came a few little
BUMPS so we were soon round-
ing out on that wonderful strip of
pavement at Cache Creek.

[

Dave was along shortly, the wing
tanks were filled, we were soon
saying goodbye - with them off
to Australia for a one year ex-
change pretty soon, it could be
quite some time (till they are
imposed upon again!).

The forecast ceiling was low at
the coast, but I didn't phone for
updates, and I had my overnight
bag anyways. Climbing out of
Cache Creek, I buzzed past Corn-
wall Launch, which rang the bell
to get the camera out I've
launched from Cornwall many
times.. but never soared west-
ward from there..

There would be no over the
peaks short cuts ahead, it would
be under the clouds at some
point, so I aimed for a gap on
the west side of Hat Creek, to
cross over the Fraser Valley.

What a display of the con-
trasting weather that happens
between the interior & the coast.
Sunny and stable in Cache
Creek, scattered cumulus 7k

bases at the Fraser River, 800 ft
ceiling through Whistler, raining
around Squamish, but another
4500 crossing over the strait,
followed by a 1200 ceiling at
YCD-what an exciting 2.3 hours!

Alright, coulda done better #4,
slow on the radio broadcast
through Whistler, glad Kermit
didn’t have to share the valley
with a helicopter spooling up at
the heliport!

What a wonderful few days
away, calling on friends added
so much. It’s hard to fully con-
vey the joy of pulling off that
long anticipated first. But the
second will be cool too, can't
wait to hit the repeat button.

A big thank you to my friends
who stepped up as ground crew,
to the fine folks at TVSAC that
keep strips like Knutsford open,
and whatever it is that allows
me to enjoy such wonderful
things. Q
-
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PROPWASH SCOOP DU MOIS

After our recent TC endorsed
recurrency seminar, NFC’'s
Chuck Ellsworth indicated he
will gladly take on future NFC
recurrency requirements.

What t Do?

FC’s Birthday Break-
fast now on Saturday
March 5th, and the

4

canteen’s “OpenForBusiness”
09:15 right through to 11:15.
Come on out, grab a bite &
help celebrate NFC’s March
plus February born members.

ne week later, the
NFC clubhouse will-
celebrate Ellsworth’s
outstanding relationship with
Canada’s MOT, with another
Breakfast Banquet, Saturday
March 12, ZeChef's serving
breakie between 09 - 11am.

at the NFC clublrouse

FC’s 65th Anniversary

Party slated Saturday

Evening, March 26th.
On the menu, St. Paddy'’s like
Irish Stew & Colcannon. The
beer? Why it'll be green of
course... but thinking there
might be the odd Guinness
making occasional temporary
appearances. RSVP’s please,
contact Mike Wilkey here . If
you wish to assist with the
inner sanctum stuff, help is
always appreciated, & never
turned away. Simply let Mike
know another helping hand is
available
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a we had two social
events postponed last
month. The clubhouse
reno’s zooked ISHCRP’s but
that will be rescheduled, only
the date is not yet finalized.
Stand by... they’re working
on it, and we'll have our peo-
ple contact your people, OK?

ikki & Kevin Palmer

have a treat in store

for us. On Saturday,
April 9th, a NFC Social will be
catered 'Sout h Afric
6Boereworso oO6tot
what do they possibly mean?
Well, here’s your chance to
find out for yourself from the
boets and the choty goty .

hotography expert,

“Rock Whitney” of

Vancouver ‘Flightpath
Aerial Photography’ headlines
NFC’s Sunday April 17th GM.

Ellsworth cut a deal with Mr.
Dave Nowzek, MOT Regional
Director of Civil Aviation in
the Pacific Region, for a TC
Platinum Star endorsement.

Ellsworth further indicates he
and Mr. Nowzek have come
to a mutual understanding.
Claiming he has a Transport
Platinum Seal of Approval,
complete with lifetime special
dispensation, which permits
Christmas Card exchanges
and removal of his pesky TC
“Best Before” limitation.

We doff our collective hats, a
coup indeed, of course we all
wholeheartedly congratulate
you in your new & improved
relationship with the MOT.

*WARNING* (Ubatteries not included. Ponce used rectally, a thermometer should not be used orally. this newsletter may contain information that is confidential, privileged or unsuitable for overly sensitive persons with low self-esteem, no sense of humour or
irrational religious beliefs. “unless the word absquatulation has been used in its correct context somewhere other than in this warning, AvGas has no grammatical, legal, informative, or otherwise usefulness. ?AvGas editors are proudly pixilated, and will com-
pletely ignore NFC Executive direction, and or opinions. “no animals were harmed in the making of this newsletter, although let me tell you, the Schnauzer up the street is living on borrowed time. Perrors or omissions will be treated with a whocares attitude,
that's just tough noogies.® if you've received this newsletter in error, add a little nutmeg & egg whites, whisk & place in warm oven for 40min.  go ahead, congratulate yourself and indulge in a wee dram, you represent .005%, all others never read the fine print.
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