
 

 

G 
oing from the Antarctic 

with Welte last month, 

right on up to Canadaôs 

barren lands this month.  

Octoberôs GM had the owners 

of NWTôs Kasba Lake Lodge,  one 

of Canadaôs most successful  & 

popular northern fishing lodge 

operations as guest speaker(s).  

Doug and Nyna Hill, were kind 

enough to stop by the clubhouse  

sharing a few of their usual, yet  

unusual happenings related to   

30 years of flying & operating a  

fishing lodge in the barren lands.  

G 
itter done, before the big    

Christmas rush begins 

in December with every 

weekend booked up solid right?  

November 26th is the date for  

NFCôs 2011 Christmas Dinner. 

It begins with cocktails at 5:30 

and dinner served up at ~6:00. 

The dinner is pot - luck, and a  

Chinese gift exchange will follow  

dinner. All gifts are supposed 

to remain 10 bucks or less.  

All NFC members & guests are 

cordially invited to participate,  

celebrating a great year for the  

flying club.  Please direct your  

RSVPôs to Mike: afric a@shaw.ca    

H 
oooooHaH! Novemberôs 

combo General/Election 

Meeting has the Meister 

Mel Johnstone as Guest Speaker.    

Johnstone spent most of his vast 

& varied aviation career piloting 

helicopters around BC, & most 

recently, was  a 

key player in the   

resurrection & the  

relocation of the 

long time airport 

resident PBY #9.   

Sunday, November 20th, 2011 

NFC General Meeting 09:30 

NFC Elections ~10:00        

Brunch Served ~10:45           

Mel Johnstone ~11:30                 

Novemberôs GM is an important 

one, participate in the direction of 

the club for 2013. As always, NFC 

Members & Guests  are invited to 

check  it out at the clubhouse. Ý 

Jˉws˛ɵʍ aʠ ˁɯʍ NFC 
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S 
aturday, November 19th, 

there be a Pool & Poker 

Night at the clubhouse.  

Hereôs the deal: 

5 bucks gets you a poker chair. 

Itôs some sort of 50-50 draw, & 

the eatsé Iôm told those will be  

pot - luck style appetizer things.  

NFC Poker Night                 

Saturday, November 19th      

16:00 ð20:00                       

$5 buy - in for a 50/50 draw        

Pot -Luck Appetizers & BYOB               

All Members & Guests are Invite d 

Everyone is Welcome!  

Poʺʕ & Pʺɲˏʞ Niʱhʠ Finally, a big thank you to YCD 

management. All YCD (14,236)?

part - time managers, full - time 

managers, part -time consultants,  

full - time consultants, part - time 

hourly management assistants,  

& full - time hourly management 

assistantsé.plus everyone else, 

no kidding óeveryone ô remained 

clear that entire weekend. Nice. 

Tôwas a welcome relief when all 

management types belayed the 

usual Rube Goldberg approach 

to YCD airport operation, indeed  

they very considerately stayed 

out of everyoneôs hair & kept to 

the lunch room or something. Ý 

ˤʘ-ofˑiˌiʨʕ 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈÙʟ Nˏwˀɳʍᴝˏʞ AʣGaʟ 
ɽˏ˙ɺˏʞ ˃ˋʒ ˡ˃ʈ ˃ˋʒ         2 ɨˏntʟ 

T 
he 2nd Annual Wilkey 

Cup weekend was busy  

and entirely successful. 

It brought some nice weather & 

a ton of new activity to CYCD.  

Thanks to Nanaimo FSS, who 

were kept busy, co -ordinating 

significantly more traffic with 

apparent ease.  

Thanks to the Air Cadets, who 

shared the infield, continuing to  

operate seamlessly alongside a 

visiting VISC . They organized & 

streamlined the operations of 2 

tugs & 3 gliders, introducing a   

whole lotta folks to soaring, all 

without breaking a sweat.    

Thanks to Andre & the VISC  

gang. They did an outstanding 

job. One beaming face after 

another wandered back to the 

clubhouse after ñthe rideò. All  

singing praises of the soaring 

experience. No doubt, superb 

gliding days, at a bargain price.  

C˓ˠisˢmaʟ Pʆᴏʦ 

WʳʶɲˏʦÙʟ Wɫʮɲˏnʋ 

Itôs both interesting &  

hilariousé 

I suppose they got an  

idea from the big box 

chain stores, who use   

professional shoppers 

routinely, in assessing 

customer services.  

Itôs a new twist on the 

theme, creative, even 

if itôs a little bit weird.  

Someone, somewhere,  

somehow, decided  this  

was the thing to do.  

So here ya go...  

An ñAnglican Minister ò 

was at CYCD recently, 

asking leaseholders & 

tenants their opinions 

on the airport and itôs 

management.  

Huh? Okidokie... ainôt 

that just a popsicle? 

( laughing out loud now )   

mailto:africa@shaw.ca?subject=Christmas%20Dinner
http://www.visc.ca/
http://www.visc.ca/
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Vital Aviation  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ                                    
is pleased to introduce          

New NFC Mem bers  

ñBruce Cormierò           

ñMitchell Thompsonò  

Welcome Aboard!  

N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 

Iôm not expecting, nor suggesting  

anyone devote the sort of effort 

Noreen gives, but I am floating 

the idea that more members get 

involved with club activities. The 

NFC is volunteer based, isnôt it? 

While available time is a valid 

concern, a year or more pass by 

without even one contribution from  

some members. One even told 

me, ñI paid my club dues in 

exchange for a service, & Iôm not 

obligated to participate.ò  

Okay, so it takes ~1100 collective  

labour hours to operate the NFC 

each year. If everyone took that 

attitude, even poorly paid folks  

would cost some~$28,000/year. 

Adding that to existing dues, it 

would run everyone ~$320/year.   

Should any members that refuse  

to contribute have to kick in an 

additional $200/year in order to 

benefit from inexpensive 100LL?      

Alter history, & avoid cyclical low  

periods in which the same people  

are asked to carry the load for 

years at a time. Letôs not burn 

out yet another great executive.  

Make the difference. Help out.   

Besides, itôs hard to bicker when 

youôve walked a mile in another  

personôs shoes.    

Contribute your share. Let your 

name stand for a club position. 

Take on a task, big or small. 

Find something to participate in.  

At the very least, a little effort  to 

make the meetings & supporting  

NFC events by attending goes a  

long way. Ý 

Eɳecˢi˛nʟ ˉɼʍ Uʟ 

Noreen has virtually every NFC 

newspaper clipping, ever. Many   

photographs of the club in itôs 

building stages, almost each of  

the hundreds of NFC newsletters,   

pretty much any documentation 

generated, anything pertaining  

to YCD or the NFC.  Irma Erhart 

started things out as  historian, & 

Noreen carried on  this important 

role. No doubt itôs a substantial 

undertaking in both commitment 

and  time. The NFC is fortunate.  

I digress, back to the point.  

Speed through any 10yr period 

of these NFC docs and a pattern  

stands out & waggles at you. A  

distinctive correlation between   

member participation & growth. 

Wellé Duh... No kidding. So 

now is it the chicken or the egg 

sorta thing, where what comes 

first, is debated?  

Who cares? Itôs obvious that a 

during periods of club growth,  

thereôs got to be a proportional 

increase in member involvement.  

Also no surprise in that observed  

cohesiveness & enthusiasm also  

peaks when more members are  

participating in the club.  

I suppose a natural ebb & flow 

to any organization is expected,  

but efforts from a few just isn't 

enough to make any sustained 

long term difference.  

Inevitably, there will always be 

those that take freely, and give 

nothing in return. Time is always  

an ongoing issue & seems to be 

effectively used as an easy out. 

T 
he clich®, óanother year 

wizzed byô is appropriate.  

November again brings 

with it, elections month at the 

NFC. Well, what would you say 

we punt the lot. Start anew 

with a novice, completely  fresh 

& brand new executive for the  

year 2012. Howôs them apples?   

Having said that, I support the 

current executive 110% & would  

support them all again, if they 

so chose to run for re -election.  

NFCôs 2011 crew is excellent, &  

history will record that the NFC 

overall, had a pretty good year.  

But thatôs not the point. 

Critics of this philosophy will no 

doubt suggest; (a) if things are 

good, why upset the apple cart.  

(b) continuity is most desirable. 

(c) only a few are able to lead.  

All valid considerations. On the 

other hand...  

(a) people get tired of banging 

the same drum, & the NFC has 

burnt out more than itôs share 

of talent over the years. (b) yes,  

there is a certain, warm fuzzy 

when you know the ropes. Buté 

new talent doesnôt care about 

pre -conceived and or previously 

experienced limitations. The y 

just work at making it work... & 

then some. More often than not,  

motivated, smart people always 

put it together, then build on it. 

(c) Not  sure I buy into that, 

aviation by nature, is chock full 

of type óAô personalities, besides... 

isnôt every PIC a leader?  

So where is this all going?  

Over the past year, Iôve had the 

benefit of perusing a whopping 

collection of history pertaining to 

CYCD and the NFC.  

Thanks to Noreen Irbeôs efforts 

collecting, cataloging, & digitally  

archiving our NFC history, itôs  

possible for anyone & everyone 

to effortlessly check it out.  

Rˤ˙˔naˢi˛nʟ ᴗ ʆ Mᴇɳˏʦ FoʺʕÍ 

http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm


 

 

Mysɾˏˠʦ A˔rˌrʆᴒ 

T 
hinking this one may 

be is a toughie. But 

then again who knows? 

Donôt think one of these birds is 

even registered in Canada and  

thereôs certainly not many out 

there. But ya never know just 

what obscure minutia resides in 

the grey matter.  

Iôve been asked if this is open 

to non -NFC members. Why not?   
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NFC         

ñPilotôs Special        

fees & food  

I 
tôs a Luton L.A.4 Minor , and 

Knuud Rassmussen happens 

to have a really nice flying 

example hangared nearby, at  

Gillies Bay, Texada Island.  

NFCôs Randy Galusha took one 

look at the picture, and then 

instantly & correctly identified it  

as a Luton, even expousing to 

all that would listen, on various 

differences between a Luton 

Minor / Major, alternate engine 

choices found in each, 

yada,yada yada. Randy seems 

to possess an encyclopeadic 

knowledge of the Luton Aircraft 

Company.  

Of course, 

c o n g r a t s  

go out to 

Randy, who  

appears all 

knowing on  

some goofy  

British Aircraft. Another bottle 

of Riddyôs finest plonk will get 

pulled out of the wine cellar, & 

carefully laid aside for a NFC 

clubhouse meeting pickup. Ý 

As always, itôs the same 

deal, the first one in the 

AvGas email gate, wins 

some kinda grape juice 

out of Riddyôs famous, & 

bottomless vino producing   

trunk of treasures.  

Impress the gang with a 

recognition of the arcane, 

email your answer ñhere ò. 

Octʺɧˏʞ Mysɾˏˠʦ A˔rˌrʆᴒ Sʺ˗uˢi˛ʘ 

J 
im Emburyôs lived on the 

Island longer than most, 

since ~1980. He keeps &  

keeps his sweet looking PA -28 

Piper Cherokee, tied down on 

the north side of the NFC, and 

a Cessna 180 on straight floats 

nearby the Nanaimo airport, at 

Quennell Lake.  

Jim flies for pleasure only, with  

commercial land/seaplane pilot 

priveliges, accruing ~1000hrs 

on several different aircraft.  Ý 

G 
arth Seiwert just picked 

up a rather rare bird, a 

Grumman Cougar. Ainôt 

she sweet too. Garth hangars his  

twin engine, x -country traveller 

in one of the north side Mustang  

T-hangar units.  

Garth originally hails from sunny  

Alberta, & now makes his home 

in Duncan. Heôs been aviating 

off & on for over some 30yrs,   

most of his hours logged in a 

previously owned Cherokee. Ý 

M 
anfred Wanke is yet 

another Alberta boy  

who now lives in BC. 

Manfred re - located his home to 

the Ladysmith area, and keeps 

his Vernon built RV -6A in the 

NFC south row tie -downs.  

Manfredôs occupation, extended 

family, both keep him travelling 

around the country. It seems  

the very popular Vans Air Force 

is well represented here at YCD 

with multiples on the field.  Ý   

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ Mˏʸɧˏʞ Inˡiʱhtʟ 

A 
 ñTò hangar rental unit 

in Mustang Hangars, at 

CYCD is now available. 

Rates quoted are: $300/month, 

or $3000/year. More details?   

Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at 

250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca  

M 
adillôs old hangar at 

CYCD is For Sale. For 

details, interested 

parties contact Russ Lougheed   

@ lougheed@cnw.com   

G 
rrrreat avionics for sale!

Silver Crown King panel 

being parted out, all 

serviceable, tagged and all in  

mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)   

KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving 

accessory), KG -102A (Slaved 

DG), KTM -112 (Flux detector) 

KX155 -39 (Nav/Com)  KI -256 

(AI/Flight Director)  KAS -297B 

(Altitude preselect) interested?  

email ->  bkrasowski@shaw.ca   

AʣGaʟ Clasˡʒᴫedʟ 

Want one of these  WayCool  NFC tee-shirts?
EasyPeasy  -  only 10 bucks gets you one¦       
Send a request  to :     avgas @ email . com 

C 
herokee for sale. 1967 

PA- 28 - 180D,1730TT  

 Fresh interior, glass & 

paint. MK12,Mk12A,VOR,ADF, 

modeC, 4probeEGT, Electric 

Trim, fresh annual, no corrosion 

low time, clean aircraft, $45K. 

Ron Whyte 250 -246 -4034, or 

srwhyte@shaw.ca   

http://www.wennerelectric.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luton_Minor
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aircraft%20Solution
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=NFC@theHoop%20tee-shirts
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca
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think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

AʣGaʟ                  

There have been famous pilots 

throughout history, such as Billy  

Bishop , Dumbo, Snoopy , Baloo, 

& the great Pontious, but all were  

killed when the Red Baron , a 

formerly unheard of Venezuela n 

Air Force  Logistics Private, raid-

ed their beachfront hotel. He is 

also a pilot. Warning...  if you 

see one, do not feed it.  

When pilots are not pretending 

to fly airplanes & manipulating  

flight attendants seated upon 

their laps, they actually affect 

somewhat normal lives. Still, 

many potentials spontaneously 

imploded  when offering a gotrip 

to their "happy copilot." Pilots 

have a smoother approach right?   

How can you tell if somebody's 

a pilot? Some tell - tale signs: A  

huge watch, monkey suit with a 

minimum of at least 37 zippers, 

alcohol on breath, loud voice & 

pre -disposed to Visa  everything.   

If you suspect someone of being  

a pilot, but they are incognito, 

wait 15 minutes or so, the urge 

simply irresistible for any pilot, 

& your suspicions will be soon 

confirmed, pilots are compelled 

to reveal it by telling you.  

1 NFCôs Doc Kraz defines SEHS 

(Sudden Exploding Head Syndrome),  

as spontaneous cranial eruption,  

or apoplexy , it is a condition 

believed to be caused by an 

overload of the brain, with the 

body 's own electricity  through 

intense thinking, and a severe 

consti pation, which results in a  

spontaneous combustion  or a 

volatile asplosion  of a patient's 

head. SEHS is widely accepted 

by expert experts in the pseudo

-scientific community as a fatal 

disease, they may be incorrect  

because it's a condition. Once 

the pilotôs brain activity ceases 

all thought, the head reforms 

with a startling regularity.        
2 An Airport Tree Manager.  

Since this unfortunate accident,  

all commercial pilots have since 

been tested for signs of SEHS 1  

(Incidentally, airport staff are 

now also being tested for SEHS 

syndrome, following a stressful 

afternoon at the airports new 

20,000 sqft lunch room, more 

commonly known as ñcombined 

services hideout buildingò.  

A large collective consumption 

of java, combined with absence 

of physical & mental activities, 

which at one point became so 

stressful, the entire team of  

seven AATM 2 Managers heads 

exploded simultaneously.)   

Potential pilot candidates may 

save themselves a great deal 

of time, effort, and money by  

skipping right through to that 

which is important in a pilots 

career. Use the following guide 

to self verify your own aptitude 

for a flying job.  

Is it possible and probable, for 

you to:    

(1 ) lick your elbow.  

(2) talk solely about piloting & 

planes for the rest of your life.  

(3) allow all small children to 

enter your cockpit.  

(4) find anything & everything  

wrong, or even perceived to be 

wrong in all issues.  

(5) drink yourself 

stupid, thus easing 

the pain.  

First year student pilots receive 

instruction, which results in a  

staggering debt. Students then  

graduate to staggering between  

pubs, begging derelicts for free 

food, shelter and beer.  

Flight School breeds arrogance 

& petulance, pilots know theyôre  

gods & arenôt afraid to show it, 

but are absolutely useless out 

of their fancy flying toys.  

I 
t seems that pilots increase 

global warming, whereas all 

these pirates  decrease it.ò 

Pilots (not to be confused with 

pielets) (small tarts ) or poolets 

(fashion outlets dedicated to 

selling human faeces  alongside 

brand -name products)) often 

may be sighted in and around 

airports , gay bars  and foreign 

brothels. Usually in that order.  

Rumored to fly  planes . Please 

do not feed the animals. When  

animals are fed,  

it causes an 

increased risk of  

injury to both 

the animal and  

flying machine, 

as the animal is able to then 

perform metabolic activities, 

which are not advised in planes.  

A common misconception is that  

pilots cannot experience human 

emotions  such as intimacy and 

friendship. Pilots have feelings, 

but not for other people. Some 

have a weird deep regard for 

gladiators; others expressing  

affection by wanting to "fly into 

a mountain" or maneuver "a 

train into a tunnel." The prime 

example, ñTop 

Gunò combines 

a shallow plot, 

with ponderous 

innuendo, & it    

should have   

been consigned to an early and  

shallow grave.  

Being a pilot is a very stressful 

career & can often lead some to 

face a BIG, BIG problem. In 

December 1988, a B -747 pilot, 

who happened to be flying over 

Lockerbie  in Scotland , suffered 

so much stress that his head 

very suddenly 

exploded . The 

head explosion 

was incredibly  

powerful, & it 

caused the 

aircraft to break  

up and crash into a suburban 

neighbourhood.  

F̨ xˢʞᴈ Sɰˏˠrʆ Mʳɲʍ, ˛ʞ ˁɯʍ F˗˨˔nʐ Spaʱɯʍᴞʒ M˛nsɾˏʞ 

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Snoopy
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Red_Baron
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Venezuela
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/index.php?title=Apoplexy&action=edit&redlink=1
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Body
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Electricity
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Spontaneous_combustion
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Asplosion
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/SEHS
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/SEHS
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Pirates
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Faeces
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/index.php?title=Airport&action=edit&redlink=1
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Gay_bar
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Fly
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Airplane
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Emotion
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Top_Gun
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Top_Gun
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/index.php?title=Lockerbie&action=edit&redlink=1
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/Scotland
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/SEHS
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/SEHS
http://uncyclopedia.wikia.com/wiki/SEHS
http://weltegroup.com/index.html
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Timberlandôs   

Lunch/Dinner       

ñPilotôs Specialò      Timberland Pub  

T 
here were more aircraft 

from óabroadô than 

there were from NFC 

club members, however these 

events were as exciting as the 

traffic at YCD on Saturday  the 

15 th  of October.  

Among the heroes this weekend 

were the friendly and most 

accommodating folks at our FSS,  

the Air Cadet glider operations,  

Wilkey Cup event operations &  

the VISC . All helped to make 

this yearôs events a success, 

even if at times it looked a bit 

chaotic.  

The kitchen staff pulled off a 

little culinary magic once again.  

Grateful thanks from the many 

empty bellies, go out to Chefs; 

John Balogh, Ken Welte, Paul 

Rodgers & Master Chef Robert 

Lepschi. They created wonderful 

assortment of fine, filling food.  

A long line of participants had 

to wait patiently for rides in the 

VISC  Port Alberni based PW -6U 

glider for 2 days. That crew 

worked a couple of long & hard 

days.  Thanks to Andre and his 

great crew for their contribution 

to the success of the weekend.  

After the variety of pilot skills & 

daring do were finally completed,  

winners were feted by our Prez 

Barb & AirBoss Brian Zetts, at an   

informal prize giving ceremony 

second to none.  

Without further adoé the 2011 

Wilkey Cup winners were;  

(AirRally) Crew of Ken Welte & 

Andrea Trepanier, getting all the 

waypoints & missing a target time 

by a mere 45 seconds.  

(FlourBombing)  Also the same 

crew of Ken Welte & Andrea 

Trepanier. They nailed the small  

target, while others seemed to 

be aiming for the judges.  

Mˤrɩˏʞ Mysɾˏˠʦ 

S 
o there ya go. A surprise 

ending to the who -dunnit. 

It seems the Butler that 

was employed part - time 6 -12pm  

on weekdays and every second 

weekend at the airport did em in,   

twice... perhaps even thrice.   

The NFC Murder Mystery Dinner 

was a great evening, but ya had 

to pay attention, cuz red herrings  

& sub -plots played out all night 

long. The dude that played my 

character óFather Al Fredoô lost 

his way early on, but listening 

to our NFC aviators producing  

hilarious fake Italian, French & 

German accents, while delivering   

scripted & unscripted dialogue 

doubled up on the fun.  

The Saturday night out at the 

clubhouse was a gas. The group 

got into costume & in the spirit.  

T 
he 2 dudes around the 

NFC that speak funny, 

did a great job hosting 

Octoberôs mini monthly Fly-In at 

the clubhouse. Participants were 

treated to an outstanding ethnic 

tinged mid -day dejeuner.  

Octʺɧˏʞ 1sʠ F˗ʦ- Iʘ 

(SpotLanding) Petra Sobotka, 

from overseas (Langley), gently  

touching down on the tarmac  

within 10 inches of the mark.  

Not forgetting NFCôs Ace Brian 

Crossley, his exceptional paper 

plane design, achieved amazing 

distance in an Aircraft Fly -Down 

Competition.  

All competitions were admirably 

judged by our own, and mostly 

impartial Vital Aviation crew.  

1st , 2 nd  & 3 rd  prize winners got 

to pluck choice of whatever was 

on tables loaded with goodies, 

including cases of aviation oil.  

The real winner of course, is the 

Nanaimo Flying Club.  

Thanks to the NFC hard working 

crew that did a great job fixing 

finding, & organising all kinds of 

stuff for the Wilkey Cup event.  

Me? Well... I spent 

most of the day tied 

securely to the leg 

of the picnic table, 

without so much as 

a tasty tidbit. Ý ïCooper Chester   

Uʑ ˏˠʞ ˃˓ʗ...Í ˁɯʍ cˉpˢi˛nʟ ˁ˓˔nʐ agˉ˔ʘÍ.  

T 
his one took a while to 

get going.  Seemed no 

one wanted to play, but 

then the touch & goes started, 

& the few that did come in made  

laugh. Is there any surprise that 

down -under is a recurring theme?   

ñI see Ian Underdown is at the controls todayò  

ñLadies & Gentlemen, if you look outside now, 
weôre over the famous óStalactite Rangeô.ò  

ñHey, I thought you said this mission would 
take us to the Arctic, not the Antarctic.ò 

ñWhen I said a 180, this isnôt what I expectedò 

Tɯʍ Wʳʶɲˏʦ Cˤʜ  -by Cooper Chester & Mike Wilkey  

 

While CYCD enjoyed reasonably  

co-operative local skies, a little 

iffy weather on the other side of 

the strait kept our mainland pilot  

friends somewhat grounded.  

The pilots of two rather sweet 

looking RVôs from Quamichan, 

braved some early scud, zipped  

into YCD to visit & grab a bite  of  

the Brothers Goulash, goulash.  

The clubhouse BBQ was a good 

time, everyone seemed to chow   

down with big smiles. Thanks to 

John Balogh & Izumi Lepshi who 

prepared a deluxe spread  for all 

stray airport types on Saturday 

at the Hooperville No Frill Grill . Ý 

No clear winner stand out with 

any of these, they are all quite  

good, & your efforts appreciated.  

Thanks to John Northcutt, Kerry 

Sims, Gord Henne, & Ian Evans.    

If ya dare, come up one or two 

of your own appropriate captions  

for the ferris wheel image below.   

Send óem to: avgas@email.com . 

Hey listen up...  I wouldnt be so quick to 
snicker...   I know some things about you 

Thanks to Barb Riddy, who put 

together an awesome evening 

out  for the NFC gang, getting 

the clubhouse theme decorated, 

the  Italian Dinner Menu, & pre-

paring  the Murder Mystery de-

tails. Barb  did an outstanding job. 

A few pics on this NFC evening 

were upped, see them óhere ô.  Ý 

http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
http://www.visc.ca/
http://www.visc.ca/
http://www.kasba.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=september's%20caption
https://picasaweb.google.com/101995129862224141239/NfcMurderMysteryEvening
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A 
fter winning a Bamfield 

Tyee Resort fishing trip 

at the NFC, ( W&Wôs  

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner)  

my two sons decided to join me 

on my trip.  

I contacted Janet at the resort 

and set a date for our arrival. 

We decided to go to Bamfield  

July 31, staying overnight, fish   

the whole day Aug 1, overnight   

& possibly fish for ½ day on 2 nd  

before heading home. We set 

out for Bamfield in the early 

afternoon on Sunday 31 st  and 

made our way via Port Alberni.  

A quick stop in Alberni to pick 

up a few snacks and we started 

down the road for Bamfield.  

The 72 km to Bamfield is most-

ly gravel road and reasonably 

well maintained. It was a lovely 

drive in my sonôs new pickup. 

For our adventure, we brought 

clothing, a couple of coolers &  

too much junk food. We arrived 

in Bamfield under clear skies & 

warm sunshine. We proceeded 

to the public wharf, the resort 

is on the peninsula across the 

inlet in Bamfield.    

Janet had advised ña boat to 

pick us up or we could take the 

water taxi if neededò. As it 

happened, the Tyee Resort 

charter boat just dropped off a 

group of guests. They were all 

smiling, and struggling with 

several coolers, all full of fish. I 

took this as a good sign and 

inquired with the guide to see if 

we could catch a ride over. He 

replied ñthat in fact he was told 

to wait for us to arriveò and he 

would deliver us to the resort.  

We parked our vehicle, loaded 

our gear on board, & proceeded 

by Tyee vessel, to the resort. 

When we arrived,  we were met 

with a smile and shown to our 

rooms. The grounds were great 

& the view from the front deck 

facing the Broken Island Group 

was exceptional.  

The smell of dinner cooking, 

plus the homey atmosphere, 

was most welcoming.  

We met with a nice couple from 

West Vancouver whoôd been 

fishing that day, done well and 

were overnighting as well.  

Dinner was at six. 8 or 9 other 

guests joined us at the dinner 

table, for some of the best food 

I have ever eaten. The cook, 

óChrisô prepared halibut, with 

mashed potatoes; infused with 

whole prawns & fresh steamed 

asparagus. Dessert was also 

completely home -made, it was   

mouth -watering.  

With full bellies, we went for a 

walk to the local beach, about 

3km away, then watched the 

sun set on a  spectacular view. 

On our return to the resort, we 

were fitted with rain gear and 

boots for our 05:00 start the 

next morning.  

Sleep came in fits and starts.  I 

was quite excited about fishing 

on the west coast once again. 

As a teenager in Gold River, I 

had the opportunity to west 

coast fish, and I was excited to 

renew this experience.   

Promptly at 05:00, the Dining 

Room came alive with sounds. 

Folks were getting up, eating,  

then slowly heading out to the 

fishing grounds.  

Breakfast was laid out for us; 

boiled eggs, granola, yogurt, 

coffee, juice, all of it help your-

self style and plenty of it to go 

around. Our Guide arrived  

~05:15, to pick up a cooler 

with our lunch, and to tell us he 

would meet us on the dock in 

another 15 minutes.  

We made our way down to the 

dock & boarded a welded 20 ft 

aluminum boat, with a covered 

console, open decks and two 

115hp outboards.  

This was a fishing machine; a 

good sturdy boat with lots of 

deck space.  Not fancy, so a 

little fish blood would not be an 

issue, but a sturdy boat that 

could take a pounding and stay 

together if needed.  

We headed out at first light; to 

Meares Island, to fish for some 

spring salmon and watch the 

sunrise. The Springs were in 

fact biting, we quickly caught a 

couple & shook off many more. 

We were soon joined by many 

other boats, it quickly became 

quite congested.  

A Tˠ˔ʜ tʙ Rˏɵˏʸɧˏʞ   - ˋʦ Mˤˠrˉʦ Wʮlɾʍ 

I explained to our guide that 

our focus was to catch Halibut,  

any other fish would just be an 

added bonus. He assured me 

he had a special Halibut hole 

where we could get our Halibut 

any time we wanted. By around 

09:00 we decided to head for 

the Halibut hole.  

We had already landed & kept 

several salmon, including a 

couple of Springs, a couple of 

Coho and one  Pink.  

Rick, our guide, lit up all 230hp 

& we headed offshore to catch 

some Halibut. As we headed off  

we were greeted by several 

Humpback whales, their young 

feeding and blowing all around 

us.  

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

AʣGaʟ                  

http://www.ventureaviation.com/
http://www.airspeedhigh.com/
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html


 

 

MacLeod, since you've flown the SeaBee a lot é. you'll understand when I say it was the only airplane                          

I ever owned that you could put in a dive, loose a cylinder and stall out!  ð  Ernest K. Gann 

  AʣGaʟ N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 paɮʍ ɽˏʁˏʘ 
go aheadé get in some water flyingé 

www.seaplaneacademy.ca  

We fished the salmon hole for 

another few hours, picked up 

more Springs, Sockeye, Coho 

and Pink Salmon. By 12:30 we 

limited out, had a great packed 

lunch, got in some fabulous 

whale watching, & now headed 

back to the lodge. An afternoon 

to lounge around, awaiting  

another fabulous dinner by 

Chris.  

We arrived back by 13:30 and 

had our catch processed by our 

guide, who then had the catch 

vacuum packed into large 

slabs. We had done well, with 4 

Halibut & 13 Salmon. Not a bad 

days catch.  

A Tˠ˔ʜ tʙ Rˏɵˏʸɧˏʞ   - c˛nˢ˔˚ʀeʋ 

We arrived at the Halibut hole, 

dropped the anchor in about 

285ô then rigged up the Halibut 

lines. The rig used was a jig 

set,  with about a 1.5lb ball set 

with 2 treble hooks, baited with 

salmon belly & a chuck of hake. 

The guide got all of our rigs set 

up, then dropped 4 lines.  

Rick said we would now wait for 

about 30min before dogfish hit 

the lines. When we got rid of 

them the Halibut would move 

in.  

The anchor line had a mesh 

chum bag attached, in it a few 

oily hake & bottom fish to add 

to the sea bottom allure. Ricks 

prediction was correct almost to 

the minute. About 30min later, 

several dogfish (Pacific shark) 

were hooked. It was catch and 

release. After re -baiting, and 

dropping rigs to the bottom, 

the Halibut started up, in the 

following 30minutes, we caught 

a four, one each, 35lb, 25lb, 

30lb and 20lb Halibut.  

Halibut was on the agenda, we 

headed directly to the hole all 

rigged up, this time it took 

almost 45min for the dogfish to 

arrive. We got 1 dogfish, then 

bang, bang we landed 4 more 

halibut a 15lb 18lb 20lb 30lb 

fish on board by 07:30.  

We motored back to Meares 

Island, surrounded again by 

whales and some white sided 

dolphins.  

We fished the salmon edge at 

Meares, picked up 2 Springs, 1 

at 8lb, the other at 16lb, to add 

to our fish total for the trip.  

Back to the lodge. We headed 

to the room to clean up before 

going home, while the guide  

processed the fish. We were 

ready to go home by 10:30.  

I stopped by the office to 

square up the bill with Janet. I 

explained we had a great time 

& this will now become a family 

outing for the boys every year.  

We arrived back at the dock 

where Rick was waiting to load 

up our two coolers with fillets 

of fish vacuum packed, as well 

as 2 fish boxes.  

We return to the dock in east 

Bamfield with a good load of 

fish, smiles on our faces and a 

wonderful experience with Tyee 

Resorts.  

Weôll return next year to replay 

our experience once again. Ý 

The boys were excited, & I was 

pleased. We decided that in 

fact we would fish the next 

morning before our return, and 

add to our halibut stock and 

winter freezer fish cache.  

Dinner was as fabulous as the 

night before. Mouth -watering 

Salmon Tempura appetizers, 

very tender short ribs, with  

steamed vegetables, followed 

by home -made berry pie for 

dessert. Chris outdid himself 

yet again.  

Dinner was followed by an 

evening of relaxation and good 

chat with other guests also 

staying at the lodge.  

Sleep came easy. The fresh air, 

& great food worked its magic.   

At 05:00, I awoke to an over-

cast sky with rising seas as we 

set out on Tuesday.  

We limited out in less than 1hr. 

Not bad fishing. And it fulfilled 

my commitment to my wife, 

that I was to return with some 

Halibut.  

We moved a little farther off-

shore to a salmon hole, while 

another charter boat from Tyee 

took our place on the Halibut 

hole. They also limited out in 

about 45 mins.  

 regional 100LL fuel pricing  
cost/

ltr  
delta         

save 

on     

save 

on    

save 

on       

CYXX Abbotsford  1.75  $.36   $  72   $  45   $  27  

CZBB Boundary Bay (self serve)  1.75  $.36   $  72   $  45   $  27  

CYBL Campbell River  2.07  $.67   $134   $  84   $  50  

CYCW Chilliwack  1.78  $.39   $  78   $  49   $  29  

CAH3 Courtney Air Park  1.53  $.14   $  33   $  22   $  12  

CAK3 Delta Air Park  1.72  $.33   $  66   $  41   $  25  

CAM3 Duncan  1.56  $.17  $  35   $  22   $  13  

CYKA Kamloops  2.10  $.71   $142   $  89   $  53  

CYLW Kelowna  2.04  $.65   $130   $  81   $  49  

CYNJ Langley  1.81  $.42   $  84   $  53   $  32  

CAR3 Lillooet  1.93  $.54   $108   $  68   $  41  

CYCD Nanaimo Flying Club Non -Member  1.57  $.18   $  36   $  23   $  13  

CYCD Nanaimo Flying Club Members  1.39      

CYCD Oliver  1.79  $.40   $  80   $  50   $  30  

CYYF Penticton  1.76  $.37   $  74   $  46   $  28  

CYPK Pitt Meadows  1.73  $.34   $  68   $  43   $  26  

CYSB Port Alberni  1.78  $.39   $  78   $  49   $  29  

CYZT Port Hardy  1.81  $.42   $  84   $  53   $  32  

CYPW Powell River  2.35  $.96   $192   $120   $  72  

CYDC Princeton  1.70  $.31   $  62   $  39   $  23  

CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville  1.87  $.48   $  96   $  60   $  36  

CYQZ Quesnel  1.85  $.46   $  92   $  58   $  35  

CAP3 Sechelt  1.60  $.21   $  42   $  26   $  16  

CYAZ Tofino  2.05  $.66   $  132   $  83   $  49  

CYVK Vernon  1.76  $.37   $  74   $  46   $  28  

CYYJ Victoria  2.20  $.81   $162   $101   $  61  

100LL fuel pricing updated September 29, 2011   corrections needed?  avgas@email.com  

NFC MEMBERSHIP DUES $120/YR  

http://www.seaplaneacademy.ca
http://www.visc.ca/
http://www.nanaimodiveoutfitters.ca/

