
C 
aptain Sigmund Sort, 

speaks to NFC mem-

bership June 19th, on 

the topic of "Flying Training in 

the Canadian Forces".  

NFC General Meeting begins at 

09:30, Brunch served ~10:45  

following eatsé Sigmondôs take 

on Canadaôs military training. 

M 
ayôs Guest Speaker at  

the Nanaimo Flying 

Club monthly general 

meeting was Mr. Les Mitchell.  

Les is actively involved in the 

ACBC (Aerobatics Club of BC) 

and competes competitively in 

unlimited class aerobatics.  

Les was kind enough to share 

the sport of aerobatics to NFC 

members with an introductory 

seminar, covering the basics in 

a quiet, understated, extremely 

polite, and thorough, expert  

manner.  

Les is also co -ordinating ACBC 

participation at the NFC 2011 

Wings & Wheels airshow event 

next month.   

A big thanks to the ACBC and 

especially Les Mitchell, for 

making this possible.  

Les is an excellent ambassador 

for the sport of aerobatics, and 

his passion for acro shines.  

Tɯʍ NFC Jˉʤ Anɾeɨeɩˏnʠ 

 NFC dɷeʟ Vˉrgaʟ  

G 
avin Chester is leading 

the NFC Vargas Island 

charge in early July.  

Nearby Tofino, Vargas has 

several sandy beaches with 

hard sand which make great 

runways. Low tides leave miles 

of 500 ft wide landing areas.  

Interested? Send Gavin a note 

ñhere ò. Preliminary plans have 

everyone meeting on Saturday, 

July 2nd at 8am for briefing & 

breakfast at the clubhouse.  

V 
ital Ground School for 

NFC Members is over. 

Not a bad deal, a recap 

of Air Regs & Meteorology for 

free.  Doesnôt get much better 

than that & a dozen or so NFC 

types took advantage of this 

excellent refresher course.  

D 
arrle Schlitz got after  

clubhouse exterior 

repairs with the same 

enthusiasm & sense of urgency 

that he had for the clubhouse 

interior rejuvenation.  

The leaking faux shake roof 

was stripped, rotten structural 

framing replaced, and had new 

metal cladding/gutters/soffit & 

downspouts installed. The old 

NFC signage was also given a 

facelift.  

The hangar section was purged 

of junk, all those extra unused 

lockers disposed of. You can 

actually walk around every-

thing again. Want some locker 

space to store some treasures?  

Mention same to Darrle Schlitz.  

Thanks to Grant (whoôs soon to 

split for the summer to go fly-

ing up north) Howatt, John óI 

Spyô Garstang, Gord Henne, Art 

óSparkyô Gast, Murray Welte,  

Mike Wilkey & especially one of 

the hardest working volunteers 

ever, Elrad Schlitz.  

NFC 37 years ago:  

 

¶ In May 1974, the NFC installed 

a 4000 imperial gallon under-

ground fuel tank  

¶ Including an existing 1000 

gallon portable tank, which 

allowed  the equivalent total 

fuel capacity of 22,730 litres  

¶ Avgas was selling for $056.5/

imperial gallon, the ~ equiva-

lent of 12.4 cents per litre  

¶ A Pancake Breakfast at the NFC 

sold for $1.50  

¶ NFC Members assisted  in the 

ñrescueò  of a boat in distress.  

While flying club plane HRQ, 

Jack Arac noticed a couple on a 

boat ñattractingò attention. He 

passed on the distress signal to 

Ken Griffith flying LFP & Geroge 

Irbe flying EKU. Ken remained 

circling the boat, while George 

summoned another boat by 

dropping a distress note and 

leading the rescuing boat back 

to the couple that started all 

the fuss. And the couple? Tôwas 

none other than NFCôs Brian & 

April Andrewsé. Rat-tat -tat.  
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Thanks to both Lynda & Don in 

offering to include the NFC in a 

little schoolhouse learning.  

OhYaé thanks to Gord Henne, 

Randy Galusha, and Ron Whyte 

for flipping burgers afterwards, 

for all attending.  Tôwas good!   

mailto:gachester@shaw.ca?subject=Vargas%20Island


W 
hew.. took just a little 

heat last month with  

Mandy Vashiti and her 

comments on morbidly obese 

airline passengers.  

I know a lot of folks who carry 

more pounds than the fitness 

guide recommends -  for a myr-

iad of reasons.  But  they're the 

kindest, nicest folk in the world 

-well worth knowing. And it 

ticks me off when someone 

takes cheap shots like Vashti 

did in this article.  The attitude 

being expressed says much 

more about  Vashti than it does 

about the folks being ridiculed.  

I note that your sidebar warns 

that "Avgas" contains neuro-

toxins and is linked to loss of 

IQ... say no more.  

Not everyone felt that way 

thoughé 

More Willie, and more Mandy!  

Over the past several months, 

many have asked me to pro-

vide my own background & 

aviation qualifications.  ñWellé

OKò  I can certainly boast when 

I want....  Here goes;  

Arms=2, Limbs=2, Fingers=8, 

Thumbs=2, Hair=yes, my own. 

Teeth=yes, a complete set. Not 

bad cuz I play hockeyé After a 

mediocre academic career, 

which was completely unrelated 

to aviation, I went on to own or 

run several companies, none of 

these had anything to do with 

aviation, and most of which are 

no longer in business.  

Still, in spite of a non -existent 

aviation academic background 

and less than stellar business 

accomplishments, Iôll always 

hold fast to the notion that all 

is not lost. Notoriety and an 

excellent paying job in aviation 

may yet be in my future.  

Indeed, these miracles can and 

do happen, because I know of 

someone, whose background 

considered less impressive than 

mine, runs the CYCD airport.  

In one ride at 12,000 feet, I suddenly found myself in cloud with no 

attitude instruments. My only reference to level was that I could see 

vague shapes of the high cirrus above. Several minutes of that, try-

ing to descend with full spoilers, I eventually broke out, a frightened 

man.   

I donôt really know how it happened because Iôm careful, but I think 

the wave changed a bit and the cloud formed around me.  

That place is amazing, threatening and beautiful at the same time, in 

the way that the Victorians thought of the meaning of ñsublimeò.  

-Henry Wyatt                                                                             

Glider & Glider Tow Pilot with the Edmonton Soaring Club  

In 2011 Henry will attempt a Guinness World record for the greatest 

number of glider tows in a single day, heôs targeting 100 if possible.                                         

100 take -offs, 100 landingsé oh yaé Henry turns 75 this year. 

Rˤ˙˔naˢi˛nʟ ᴗ ʆ Mᴇɳˏʦ Foʺʕ 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ 1˪0ȐL 

T 
he price of fuel has 

risen for the summer, 

So what else is new? 

The economists are predicting 

fuel to hit $2.00 sometime this 

year.  Ugh.  

Seems possible, as 100LL  rack 

rates are now pushing $1.40 & 

seems to get tweaked up a half 

a cent or so each week.  

The BC government will quietly 

increase itôs pound of flesh yet 

again on July 1st, the Carbon 

Tax gets outfitted with bigger  

teeth. Itôs noteworthy, ironic & 

a little sad that the Canadian 

politicians make more on NFC 

fuels sales than we do.  

So maybe weôll all lose a bit of 

weight this summer, 200 buck 

hamburgers will slowly morph 

into 300, as 100LL fuel vendors 

slowly top up their tanks. They 

have no choice but to pass on 

these increased costs.  

Still, be happy... The NFC re-

mains the cheapest source of 

100LL in the province.  
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Inc˛˙˔nʐ 

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9  

QAl Brust  

Impish, Recusant Editor:              

 

 

 

AvGas Contributors:                                                

Mandy Vashti and the     

usual NFC Varletry                                

Corporate GoodGuys:               

Cottonwood Golf Club      

The Timberland Pub   

Wenner Electric                                

AʣGaʟ          

CYCD Corporate GoodGuys:   

 BC Mountain Helicopters        

Nanaimo Aircraft Maintenance 

NavCanada FSS                 

The Seaplane Academy   

Venture Aviation               

Vital Aviation  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ                                    
is pleased to introduce          

May 2011                         

New NFC Mem ber  

ñDon Loudenò                                         

Welcome Aboard!  

http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm


M 
ay 25th marked an 

auspicious occasion 

for our very own John 

Veale. The NFCôs smooooothest 

and most distinctive radio voice 

went for a flight in his Mustang 

II that day.  

It took John 11 years to build it 

from scratch, 4000+ hrs labour 

of love during weekends/nights, 

mostly in a Regina basement & 

single car garage.   

John first spotted the Bushby 

design in a 60ôs vintage Popular 

Mechanics magazine, while 

working in Yellowknife. (setting 

the stage in owning the coolest  

IcePilotsHat ever) subsequently 

did the EAA thing, (#8350) and 

after re - locating to Regina,  

started working on this project 

in the winter of 1970.  

John figures heôs got about 

$15K tied up in his bird. Johnôs  

also into aerial photography & 

videography, Check out some 

of his stuff on YouTube ñhere ò.  

With some 1260 hours in his 

Nanaimo hangared Mustang II,  

Mill Bay resident John, is one of 

our frequent flyers here at YCD.  

When I asked if there was any  

MHC uses for his Mustang II, 

John understandably... declined 

to comment. Oh well...  

Congratulations to John, on his 

remarkable accomplishment!  

G 
rummanôs Flying Barrel 

didnôt have a chance 

last month. Several of 

you didn`t seem to have any 

trouble identifying this bird.  

Nine folks tagged it right, but   

NFCôs Doug Sowden nailed this 

one first, correctly diagnosing it 

as Grummanôs F3F-2.  

Wikipedia has a few comments 

on this Grumman bi -plane here , 

and check out a youtube video 

on their naval effort here . 

& yet another bottle of Riddy`s 

adult island grape juice home 

with which to celebrateé uhmé 

something!  Congratulations!  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ Mˏʸɧˏʞ Inˡiʱhtʟ 

MˉʦÙʟ Sʺ˗uˢi˛ʘ 

Jˤɶʍ Mysɾˏˠʦ B˔rʋ 

A 
s always, the very first 

to identify this aircraft 

entitles the same a 

legitimate claim to NFC monthly 

bragging rights, plus a very 

nice bottle of the grape.  

Boasting of your ability to recall 

arcane, oddball, silly, & useless 

aviation trivia is permitted and 

encouraged 24/7 at the NFC.  

Good luck to everyone, send 

your best guess ñhere ò. 
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 regional area 100LL /litre  

CYXX Abbotsford  1.66  

CZBB Boundary Bay  1.70  

CYBL Campbell River  1.69  

CYCW Chilliwack  1.73

CAH3 Courtney Air Park  1.63  

CAK3 Delta Air Park  1.70

CYKA Kamloops  1.58  

CYLW Kelowna  1.90  

CYNJ Langley  1.54  

CAR3 Lillooet  1.93  

CYCD NanaimoFlyingClub  1.39  

CYCD Oliver  1.72

CYYF Penticton  1.76  

CYPK Pitt Meadows  1.73  

CYSB Port Alberni  1.64  

CYZT Port Hardy  1.81  

CYPW Powell River  2.35  

CYDC Princeton  1.64  

CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville  1.68  

CYQZ Quesnel  1.64  

CYRV Revelstoke  1.61  

CAP3 Sechelt  1.60  

CYAZ Tofino  1.75  

CYVK Vernon  1.64

CYYJ Victoria  1.70  

CYYJ Victoria Flying Club  1.63

 corrections needed? 

avgas@email.com  

 

A 
 ñTò hangar rental unit 

in Mustang Hangars, at 

CYCD is now available. 

Rates quoted are: $300/month, 

or $3000/year. More details?   

Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at 

250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca  

M 
adillôs old hangar at 

CYCD is For Sale. For 

details, interested 

parties contact Russ Lougheed   

@ lougheed@cnw.com  or cell:    

360.202.3869   

G 
rrrreat avionics for sale!

Silver Crown King panel 

being parted out, all 

serviceable, tagged and all in  

mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)   

KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving 

accessory), KG -102A (Slaved 

DG), KTM -112 (Flux detector) 

KX155 -39 (Nav/Com)  KI -256 

(AI/Flight Director)  KAS -297B 

(Altitude preselect) interested?  

ping here bkrasowski@shaw.ca  

Clasˡʒᴫedʟ 

At last monthôs NFC Sunday 

general meeting, Sowden took 

club member felicitations, the 

mystery aircraft bragging rights 

 

NFC         

ñPilotôs Special        

fees & food  

So whatôs the big deal.é right?  

Wellé it was an anniversary 

day of sorts, 30 years since his  

beautiful Mustang II first flew.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chCnZ_g5qGQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grumman_F3F
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os19XiWGDjs
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aeroplane
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=100LL%20pricing%20updates
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/


S 
ometimes, air travel is 

not fun. Business travel-

lers already know this, 

and they truly are  in a class of 

their own.  

They are easily spotted. The 

Bose earphones. The tiny lap-

top they know exactly when to 

switch on and off. Some even 

shave while reading the news-

paper, (the men usually, alt-

hough in Germany it can be 

hard to tell.) They wave away 

the breakfast and accept only 

drinks....some even bring their 

own well travelled coffee mug.  

 

However, the once a year trav-

eller should take note. It used 

to be that your holiday started 

when you left home for the 

airport.... singing 'Viva Espana' 

and checking your handbag a 

hundred times for your pass-

port, ticket and money. So 

excited, you would eat all the 

(round tinned) Travel sweets 

before you even got to the end 

of your road.  

Not nowadays.  

If the traffic on the way to the 

airport doesn't press your an-

gry button, then going through 

security will. Oh, we may be Air 

Hostesses.. but we know all 

about travelling as passengers 

too. We get such cheap holi-

days, we become like you, at 

least four times a year. AND, 

crew have to go through secu-

rity checks too, every time we 

check in for duty.               

Take your shoes off. Take your 

jacket off. Take your belt off. 

(Bow! Women, BOW! ) Throw 

your $20 lipstick and your 

tweezers in the bin. What? It's 

lipstick  for God's sake....and 

tweezers? What am I going to 

do...break into the flippin' flight 

deck and 'make the pilots up' 

with my Estee Lauder? 'Tweeze' 

them to death? Anyway, why 

did the other security guard not 

say this to the woman over 

there? Do they make it up as 

they go along? You don't want 

to mention it though....might 

be marched off in a half nelson 

for raising your head above the 

parapet.  

Don't ever joke with security by 

the way. No smiling at all . I 

once saw a man, (bit pished, it 

has to be said..... Rangers FC 

top on ) walking straight legged 

through the screener, joking 

loudly that he had dynamite 

strapped to his thighs. The last 

we saw, he was looking a bit  

less cheeky, but still doing his 

Douglas Bader walk.. all the 

way to the local police station.  

However. We are all fully  aware 

that these new measures are 

for our safety and the safety of 

others.... but for goodness 

sake, let's standardise the 

rules! Why can you fly from 

Blackpool with an Eye Dew in 

your handbag, and not from 

Gatwick?  

the ground staff your best 

death stare, but it isn't enough 

to get it out of your system, 

and so, you just can't help 

yourself. You growl at the first 

person you see in that  uniform, 

the hostie wishing you a cheery 

greeting.... because they, and 

the company they represent, 

are the reason you are having 

a bad day and it is only 

6.45am.  

People. Listen to me. Be NICE 

to the hostie. It's not our fault! 

If you persist in your vendetta, 

you are likely to get a bogey (a 

greener... a booger, a snotter ) 

hidden in your breakfast.  

Not by me personally I hasten 

to add...(I am a princess, and 

don't actually have  bogey's) 

but possibly by the already 

huffy steward....  

I have witnessed the bogey 

thing, as have I witnessed a 

willie being dangled in a pas-

sengers orange juice. ('Oh any  

excuse to get my knob out 

sweetie'.)  

So, if you are having a bad 

day, and soon after boarding 

are handed your yummy break-

fast, along with a cold (*) 

drink, from a steward who 

looks like Larry Grayson 

crossed with Gok Wané you 

now know why he is smiling.  

You have been warned.  

(Ok....joking on the 'Bow!' 

thing. Watched too much Ten-

ko.)  (*Even the stupidest man 

would not dangle his willie in a 

passengers coffee .)  

C˛nɭesˡi˛nʟ ᴗ ˉʘ A˔ʞ Hosɾesʟ by Mandy Vashti  

paɮʍ f˛ˤʞ A˞ˠʳʕ 20˫1 

I'll fire -up the 

incinerator, you 

dress like Patrick 

Bateman...and 

remember to 

bring the duct 

tape...*  

AʣGaʟ                  

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

So, where does the Air Hostess 

come into this? Let me explain.  

There you are, having been cut 

up on the motorway on the way 

in... had to take your shoes off 

on the way through....you're 

late anyway......then to cap it 

all you lose your boarding pass 

in the departure lounge. On the 

way out of the lounge when 

your flight is called, you give 

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/


B 
obby Mageeôs bringing 

Skydiving to the NFC! 

Quite the handle isnôt it, 

but Iôm sure heôs heard them 

and then some all before.  

Those of you that know about 

cfsi - fm may also be aware  that 

Bobbyôs day job is Salt Spring 

Island Radio Dude.  

Back to the point. Skydiving. 

www.pacificskydivers.com  are 

planning to set up shop here at 

YCD for a bit.  Just how long 

depends on how many of you 

have skydiving still unchecked 

on your very own bucket lists.  

Hereôs the deal. Theyôll relocate 

their operation to CYCD for one, 

two or three days depending on 

interest. Solo & tandem jumps 

will be offered.  

S˖yˍ˔˥˔nʐ iʟ c˛˙˔nʐ tʙ ˁɯʍ Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ ˔ʘ Au˒usʠ 20˫1 

NFC Tɰʍ- D˛˦ʘ Aɼeʆ Rʍ- Orgˉ˚ʒzaˢi˛ʘ 

Itôs gonna happen sometime in 

the month of August. The par-

ticular date(s) they plan to be 

here in August will depend on 

how many of you wish to par-

ticipate. The cost of course, 

also vary along with people that 

want to play.  Solo jumpers will 

also have to participate in a 

jump ground school.  

Pre-Register if interested. Give 

Bobby an idea of how many to 

expect. That will determine if 

they setup for 1 or more days.  

Wanna do it? Send a note here . 

Weôll all be able to catch a 

sneak preview of these guys in 

action beforehand, Iôve been 

told theyôll be opening the NFC 

Wings & Wheels event.  

Never too lateé. Yippkayay!   

down spots, itôs been posted on 

the bulletin board at the club-

house  

Requests for a specific tie -down 

spots are solicited & considera-

tion will be given to the earliest 

requests, but understand that 

those may not be granted 

based on overall requirements.  

Requests for a new tie -down 

spot may be made via email at:  

boblepshi@hotmail.com . Folks 

that make a specific request 

will be considered first. Those 

that do not bother to contact 

Bob about this will be consid-

ered last, and given one of the 

remaining tie -down areas.  

Not everyone is going to keep 

their existing spot, nor will 

everyone get their first choice 

for tie -down spots. Impossible 

to please everyone, so letôs 

help mitigate an already diffi-

cult job for Bob.    

Thereôs no point in crying about 

it girls, Lepshi doesnôt want to 

hear. If thereôs any jobation 

about this, Iôm advised itôll just 

be ñtalk to the handò.   

Friday, June 3rd 2011        
13:00 to 18:00  

Pilot Recurrency Seminar                  
Airshow Aerobatic Practice   

Welcome BBQ  

Saturday, June 4th 2011    
11:00 to 18:00  

AirShow                             
CarShow                           

MotorcycleShow                
ModelAirplaneShow             

Flour Bombing Competition 
Spot Landing Competition              

Information Kiosks             
Static Displays  

Saturday, June 4th 2011    
17:00 to whenever it ends  

Saturday Hangar Dinner     
PigRoast & Turkey Buffet    

HappyHour with CraigMcKee     
UnrealityMagic                  

Swing Dance Lesson          
Hangar Dance                    

with Brianne de Verteull & her 
Savvy Six  

Sunday, June 5th, 2011     
08:00 to 13:00  

NFC Breakfast                     
NFC Lunch                          

COPA for Kids  

T 
he availability of NFC 

aircraft tie -down space 

has become an issue. 

Theyôve sorta run out of space.  

Sorta? Ya sorta. You may have 

noticed thereôs a great deal of 

wasted space in between some 

of the tie -downs.  Not really an 

issue before, when there was 

empty spots, but now all of the 

old ósuper sizedô tie-down areas 

are taken and thereôs a waiting 

list for available spots.  

Bob Lepshi, Nanaimo Flying 

Clubôs Parking Sherriff indicates 

he has no choice but to re -

shuffle ñallò  aircraft.  

Everyone is being before Wings 

& Wheels, to make room for 

exhibits, show vehicles, etc. 

After Wings & Wheels, every-

one is being re - located to their 

new locations.  

Parking area demarcation lines 

will be spray painted on the 

grass and smaller birds will be 

placed in  suitable spots, elimi-

nating our wasted areas.  Lep-

shiôs put together a diagram 

indicating all new available tie -

  AʣGaʟ Jˤɶʍ 20˫1 paɮʍ ᴬʁʍ 
Timberlandôs 

Lunch/Dinner       

ñPilotôs Specialò      Timberland Pub  

Would you like one of these   
Nanaimo Flying Club tee õs as well?    
Easyéé 20 bucks gets you oneé. 

avgas @ email . com 

W&WÙʟ Wɫʮɲˏnʋ 

http://www.pacificskydivers.com
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Skydiving
mailto:boblepshi@hotmail.com?subject=NFC%20Tie-Downs
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.ventureaviation.com/
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A recession is 
when you have to 
tighten your belt.  

A depression is 
when you have 
no belt to tighten.  

When you've lost 
your trousers... 
you're in the 
airline business.  

ð Sir Adam Thomson  

AʣGaʟ                  

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over : incognito  

looking, ICom handheld radio, 

velcroed to a frame brace.  

Factory built Pitts cockpits are 

small, but I fit, albeit snugly.  

This version was homebuilt, & 

almost guaranteed to have 

been custom tailored to suit 

itôs intended pilot. I looked 

down into a cockpit which ap-

peared custom built by Pieten-

pol himself.  Ugh. Gotta try it.  

I strapped on the parachute 

which was part of the sale, & 

slid down into the little cock-

pit. The seat had that same 

teutonic hardness one finds in 

German made automobiles. 

The seller said the bottom 

section of the parachute would 

provide sufficient  padding for 

oneôs posterior. Ya, right. 

Then he began to point out 

details I would need to know, 

while I poked, pushed, pulled 

on everything I could. The 

tailwheel lock handle was in an 

awkward position, and you had 

to hang onto it in order to 

keep it from re - locking. It 

seemed like I was gonna need 

three hands just to taxi 

around. He showed me how to 

refuel it with his custom built 

hose & funnel contraption. It 

had merely 1.3 hours legal 

endurance, so Iôd be using it a 

fair bit on the way back. The 

plane appeared great, firewall 

forward, both the exterior and 

interior... simply immaculate.  

T 
he whole shebang all 

started rolling when 

this Ottawa based,  

Air Traffic Controller, who 

once worked out of Vancouver 

bought a single hole Pitts, 

which happened to be in 

Campbell River. The seller 

had lost his medical, and itôs 

hard to claim you had a li-

censed pilot with you when 

flying a single seater, so 

thwaté it had to go.   

The Ottawa ATC dude had 

had lots of flight time penciled 

in, but zero in a Pitts. Heôd 

heard the stories involving 

the pernicious and malevolent 

nature of the Pitts aircraft. He 

also knew that 80% of Pitts 

accidents involved a ñnew to 

a Pittsò driver on the first go.  

He had somebody in the Otta-

wa area with a 2 hole Pitts 

willing to give some dual, but 

the logistics required to get 

both together... meant later, 

rather than sooner.  

He knew someone, who knew 

someone else, who knew me, 

and thatôs how it came to be 

that I was asked to ferry this 

single hole Pitts, from Camp-

bell River to Ottawa.  

I first laid eyes on it at the 

sellers hangar in CR. It was 

tricked out to the extreme, 

with competition aerobatics 

the goal. Complete with 

smoke and inverted systems, 

the cockpit howeveré nuttin 

but bare bones. Zippo for 

electrics, no charging system, 

this bird was meant to be as 

light as possible...  The only 

luxury was a slightly decrepit 

I flew it back to Nanaimo. 

There I could pull it into the 

hangar, and take my time to 

look it over properly. Then Iôd 

change the oil, and wait for a 

nice weather window. Wear-

ing the parachute the whole 

way wasnôt going to work 

though. The short flight from 

CR to Nanaimo had me un-

comfortably squirming the 

entire way. That parachute 

was travelling by Purolator.  

C˛nɾʍ ᴗ ʆ Pʒᴚʟ  

No transponder was a going 

to be a bit inconvenient, but   

thought I could scoot around 

controlled airspace without 

too much deviation or hassle 

the whole way, except maybe 

Vancouver. That trick was 

gonna need a ñMother, may Iò 

call to YVR ATC. Made the 

call... got a ñyou kiddin me 

buddy? fuggedabowit.ò Ok, 

need some help. I mentioned 

just whose plane I was trying 

to get home, whaddya know, 

then I got ñwellé I guess 

weôre not always that busy if 

you could come through be-

tween sayé. oh... what the 

heck, Iôll co-ordinate it my-

self, just let me know when.ò 

It would seem namedropping 

might pay off after all.   

Okidokee, all set. A handheld 

GPS rigged up, ~4000 extra 

batteries, an iPod with adapt-

er feeding my headset, some 

granola bars, a full thermos, 

and my favourite sunglasses.   

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.wennerelectric.com/
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go aheadé get in some water flyingé 
at  

www.seaplaneacademy.ca  

I made Regina the first day, 

mostly CAVU and a nice push. 

I felt good, would have gone 

another leg or two further, 

but ran into weather and out 

of daylight. Day 2 looked like 

a mostly IFR day, & then the 

FBO offered me a nice crew 

car, so what the heck, I chose 

to explore Regina instead.  

Day 3, on a leg heading into 

Dryden, still in the middle of 

nowhere, the oil pressure  

needle started to twitch. I  

wondering if the seller had 

complied with the Lycoming 

oil impellor AD that came out 

about 10 years ago... The oil 

pressure gauge still unhappy, 

if it kept dropping, no way Iôd 

make Dryden. I did have 

highway below, and the road 

looked barren of automobiles 

even straight. Dammit. Put-

ting down on a highway was 

gonna cause a big fuss. I did 

the ñpan-panò shtick on 126.7 

but got no reply. No Masters 

degree needed, it was follow 

the highway & hope to make 

Dryden. Along the way I spot-

ted what looked like a grass 

strip, almost perpendicular to 

the highway, alongside an 

intersecting road. Check it.    

A quick look and land. It was 

an airstrip, at one time there 

was an asphalt pad adjacent 

one end, but that had long 

disintegrated in to little more 

than rubble, weed, shrubbery 

growing out of every split and 

crack. An abandoned shack at 

the far end. Never the less,   

just what the doctor ordered.  

I climbed out, looked down & 

saw the right leg shin area of 

my flightsuit covered in oil. 

The cockpit floor also wet 

with oil. Reaching up, I could 

feel the flare nut on the oil 

pressure gauge had come 

loose. I pulled the dipstick,  

still plenty of oil showing. An 

easy fix, I had brought along 

some basic tools. Allôs well 

after all, and my heart rate 

which had pegged somewhere 

around 590/min would slowly 

come back down. Snugged up 

the flare nut, had a whiz and 

waved goodbye to no -one.       

Over the course of the trip I 

had learned not to bother 

trying to call up until I got to 

within 5 miles or so. The  

ICom antennae wasnôt very 

effective, getting close before 

calling up saved a lot of ñsay 

againò.  When calling Dryden, 

I was surprised to hear they 

knew all about me, asking if I 

was OK, and that the Hercs 

weôre already spooling up to 

start searching for me.  An 

airliner overhead apparently 

relayed my ñpan-panò to FSS, 

which then went over to SAR.  

While gratified the system 

worked swiftly, it was much 

ado about nothing, & I really 

regretted making the call.  

After ending the flying day in 

Thunder Bay, I hangared the 

bird, put a charger on the 

battery and grabbed a bite to 

eat before calling the Ottawa 

dude to give him an update 

on the days travel progress.  

Ottawa was beside himself. 

Apparently, SAR called the 

registered owner, told him 

that I had gone down some-

where northeast of Kenora.  

Campbell River called Ottawa,  

repeated what SAR said. I 

suppose SAR lives for drama, 

but itôs too bad they didnôt 

get the whole story straight 

before they did what they did.  

Iôm guessing those two  lads 

were on pins & needles all 

afternoon, perhaps more un-

comfortable not knowing what 

happened, than I was while 

wedged into that little flying 

sardine can.  

Day 4 was another check out 

the city for a day kinda day. 

That morning was 0 -0 and it 

looked like the weather was 

gonna stay lousy for a while.  

But I had it made, a nice 

room, a crew car, and the 

Pitts had position ñAò inside 

the FBOôs hangar. 

Day 5 was the home stretch. 

Forecast to be raining most of 

the way, but with reasonable  

ceilings. In the rain, the little 

Pitts leaked around the sides 

of the bubble, my arms would 

get wet.  On the very last leg,  

scud keeping me seemingly 

around treetop, arms soaking 

wet, I found myself grinning. 

When I first picked up this  

bird I found it really twitchy, 

and needed to focus all my 

concentration to fly it. Here I 

was at the end of this jour-

ney, knowing it would end in 

a short time, but now wishing 

it were much, much longer.   

Like the old cliché, I had 

grown at one with this mar-

vellous little demon. It was a 

joy to fly, and still laugh when 

I think about a Saskatchewan 

farmer who while riding on his 

tractor, never really knew 

exactly what kind of bird flew 

by him inverted that one day . 

C˛nɾʍ... c˛nˢ˔˚ʀeʋ 

Click here for a short video  

clip of this Pitts flighté. 

http://www.seaplaneacademy.ca


At Juneôs GM, one of the NFC 

types is getting some sort of 

an award or sum. Tôwas sup-

posed to happen last month,  

unfortunately ze award dude 

was absent. Wonôt spill who 

or what. Secret Sauce, right?  

W 
ea the rspark .com 

Check it out here  

Itôs got nothing to 

do with anything going on at 

the clubhouse, no matter,  

my call and itôs waycool, a 

brand new user interactive,   

interesting take on weather &  

weather forecasting. Tracking 

trends, itôs a little different 

from the usual weather sites. 

But even this one is way off 

sometimesé making me 

laughé reports suggest that 

precipitation is rare at both 

ballenas and victoria harbour,  

occurring once every 1000 

days. Worth a peek anyways.   

E 
arly on next month,  

same Fly - In Saturday 

intrepid leader Gavin 

Chester takes the gang out 

for a Vargas Island excursion.  

July 2nd, everyone will meet 

for briefing & breakfast at the 

NFC Clubhouse. Never been? 

Plan for it, great beach, and 

low tidesé should be a blast. 
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Ze Big Cheese                     

Barb Riddy  

Little Cheese                  

Elrad Schlitz  

 BeanCounter        

George Irbe  

 MembershipStuff              

Ken Griffith  

 SecretaryStuff                

Doug Wakefield  

ParkingStuff                     

Izumi Lepshi  

 WebSiteStuff                       

Dave Ellis  

 SocialStuff                      

Mike Wilkey  

 OddJobStuff                      

Gordon Heys  

 OddBallStuff  

Ron Whyte  
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NFC Calendar Link  

*WARNING* (1) batteries not included. (2) once used rectally, a thermometer should not be used orally. (3) this newsletter may contain information that is confidential, privileged or unsuitable for overly sensitive persons with low sel f-esteem, no sense of humour or 

irrational religious beliefs. (4) unless the word absquatulation has been used in its correct context somewhere other than in this warning, AvGas has no gramma tic al, legal, informative, or otherwise usefulness. (5) AvGas editors are proudly pixilated, and will com-

pletely ignore NFC Executive direction, and or opinions. (6) no animals were harmed in the making of this newsletter, although let me tell you, the Schnauzer up the street is living on b orr owed time. (7) errors or omissions will be treated with a whocares attitude, 

thatôs just tough noogies.(8) if youôve received this newsletter in error, add a little nutmeg & egg whites, whisk & place in warm oven for 40min. (9) go ahead, congratulate yourself and indulge in a wee dram, you represent .005%, all others never read the fine print.  

PROPWASH SCOOP DU MOIS  

NFCôs Murray Welte has been 

spotted pedalling his bikes all 

over the place, and regularly 

shows up at the NFC sporting  

the usual itôs never too bright 

enough neon aura biker garb.   

Bicycles & aviation 

seem to have some 

common thread,  &  

Welte has used his 

passion for his odd  

affliction & Wright 

Brotherôs legacy to 

develop a superior   

new bicycle design.  

Welte claims itôs rock solid at 

highway speeds, 1/3 more 

braking power, easy on your 

spinal cord & does not need a 

kick stand.   

Will it catch on? Dunno. Just 

steer clear of speed bumps...  

 NFCFuelStuff  

Gord Cluchey  

W 
ings & Wheels of 

course! Starting the 

month off with a 

bang. June 4th, 5th and 6th. 

Duh! Everyone should attend!        

J 
uneôs NFC General 

Meeting at the Club-

house will see Sig sort 

it all out as Guest Speaker. 

June 15th, day starts @ 9:30  

Bring out yer neighbours,  

bring your friends,     

bring óem all !! 

weatherspark.com
mailto:briddy@writeme.com?subject=NFC%20Stufff
mailto:lschlitz@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:girbe@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:hkgriffy@telus.net?subject=NFC%20Membership%20Stuff
mailto:dswake@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:boblepschi@hotmail.com?subject=NFC%20Parking%20Stuff
mailto:dellis@pandaindustrial.ca?subject=NFC%20Web%20Stuff
mailto:africa@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org
http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org/event
http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org/event
mailto:gcluchey@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Fuel%20Stuff

