
 

 

S 
eptember‟s GM had the  

NFC‟s „Murray Welte‟, 

elucidating all, with a great    

original take on a recent trip to 

the Antarctic.   

Murray is an 

outstanding  

public speaker,  

entertaining  

everyone with 

an excellent 

presentation.   

His post-prandial session was a 

treat, & Murray inspired more 

than one member to follow his 

lead, with plans to travel to the 

last continent, south of Ushuaia. 

Thank you Murray! 

T 
hirty yrs ago, Doug Hill 

had a dream… to bring  

incredible fishing & the  

remote wilderness of Canada‟s 

Arctic within reach of anglers.  

After several exploratory flights 

in his trusty bush plane, with  

sons Rob & Mike casting off the 

floats to test the waters, Doug 

settled on Kasba Lake, NWT, a 

huge fish-filled jewel of water & 

tundra-covered islands. 250nm 

north of any roads, remote and 

completely untouched by man.  

Doug has some great northern 

adventure stories. Building an  

airstrip large enough to take a 

DC-3, all the inevitable aircraft  

oops & accidents over the years, 

equipment and people breaking  

through the ice 

roads, aircraft 

r e f u e l l i n g 

fires, interest-

ing characters 

at the lodge,  

& last but not 

least, over 30 

years flying in 

the Canadian 

Arctic, mostly 

before the nice  

conveniences of GPS & satellite 

telephones.  

Catch Doug Hill, Guest Speaker 

at the NFC on October 16th. All  

Members & Guests are cordially 

invited to attend. Ω 

Jawsome at the Nanaimo Flying Club 
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The Jaw Antecedent  

Heinkel invented explosive & 
counter -sunk riveting; were 

also first to use catapults to 

assist for an aircraft takeoff 

from ships.  

First to land on a moving 

ship was a Sopwith Pup.  

Morane Saulnier, was first to 

synchronise machine gun 

fire  through a propeller..  

The world's oldest airline is 

KLM, established 1919.  

Quantas is the 2nd oldest, 

established in 1920.  

The first vehicle to exceed 

the speed of sound was the 

German V -2 Missile.  

45 midsize cars can fit on 

one  wing of a B747 -400.  

The cake Catherine sent out 
for Septemberôs NFC general 

meeting gets ~1000 calories 

per forkful.  Yummy!  

Randy Galusha & Mike Wilkey  

celebrated October birthdays.  

A 
NFC soaring weekend 

was planned in August, 

but a tow plane snag, 

prorogued it until this month.  

October at the NFC sees Andre 

& his glidergang set it up for an 

entire weekend (same weekend 

as WilkeyCup) of fun. On the  

14-15-16 of October, Andre 

offers some dual stick time in a 

PW-6U to all NFC members and 

guests at 50 bucks a head.  

NanaimoTV 

did a superb 

little promo 

on the VISC, 

click „here‟ to 

check it out. 

Want to try 

it? No sweat, 

you can sign 

yourself up by going on-line 

„here‟, pick out a slot to suit 

your schedule.  It doesn‟t get any 

better than that does it?   

Have any questions? Shoot off 

an email: avgas@email.com. Ω 

Soaring Weekend N 
FC‟s Doug Sowden did 

his thing and organised 

an afternoon for kids to 

get up and do some flying at 

the clubhouse September 11th.     

O u t s t a n d i n g  

blue skies, with  

pleasant temps 

made for a nice 

afternoon for these COPA kids.  

Andrew Gates, Murray and Ken 

Welte, were all constantly on 

the move, taking kids flying, &   

seeing that all were well fed.   

It all worked out OK, everyone 

was be-boppin around the club 

with smiles on high-beam, and  

mugging for the camera. Ω  

un-official 

Nanaimo Flying Club’s Newsletter AʣGaʟ 
semper ubi sub ubi         2 cents 

S 
aturday, October 15th, also  

sees the arrival of NFC‟s  

2nd annual Wilkey Cup . 

This NFC event starts off with a 

pilot briefing at 12:30.   

New this year, a 35.7NM mini  

AirRally, whereby faster aircraft 

have no prevailing advantage. 

Timing, direction, and accuracy 

is all that counts.   

Flour Bombing @ 13:00        

(1st prize, 1 case of Aviation Oil)        

Spot Landing @ 14:00         

(1st prize, 1 case of Aviation Oil)        

Precision AirRally @ 15:00       

(1st prize, 1 case of Aviation Oil)      

Airplane Toss @ 16:00      

(winners picks choice from prize table)              

William Tell @ 16:30         

(winners picks choice from prize table)                      

Dinner Served @ 17:00                                 

The NFC Wilkey Cup is inter-club,   

open to all regional area pilots.  

NFC Members, other flying clubs 

& guests, all cordially invited to 

join-in on the very last of NFC‟s 

Fly-In events of 2011. Ω 

The Wilkey Cup COPA for Kids 

http://www.visc.ca/
http://www.sooperarticles.com/travel-articles/aviation-airplanes-articles/fun-random-aircraft-trivia-107650.html#
http://visc.wqs.ca/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5Ed18WIJJk&feature=player_embedded
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=glider%20weekend
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
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Vital Aviation 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ                                    
is pleased to introduce          

New NFC Mem bers  

“Robert Buldoc”             

“Andrew Gates”               

“Allan Parmeter”                                                

Welcome Aboard!  

October 2011 

My apologies to the NFC trio, for 

getting it all wrong last month. 

Thanks for the opportunity to 

set things right. All‟s well that 

ends well. Right? Riaaaght.  

One more new topic: 

A recurring theme in the letters 

to the editor, seem to be a want   

“list”. Extraordinary items too.    

A club plane, block time in a 

seaplane, even block time in an 

aerobatic bird, specific guest 

speakers/topics for our general 

meetings, etc. All requests, will 

eventually get forwarded to club 

executive. It‟s all good, & some 

may happen, but others well… 

wouldn‟t hold my breath, Tonto.  

But all in all, keep the letters to 

the editor coming in. Luv „em,   

& the Like Tony the Tiger would 

say…. Theey‟re GreeeaaaT!  

Always enjoy your commentary,  

all these opinions & viewpoints 

running six ways from Sunday 

make it fun.  Seeya. Ω 

Incoming…. 

So it is, in any volunteer based 

organization. All eyes see what 

they choose to see, and unless 

you‟ve been there first hand.... 

you‟ll never know why Andrews 

will be forever known as “The   

Happy Bunny Sniper” Okidokee, 

then that lecture be over now.  

New topic: 

Last month AvGas incorrectly 

reported that „Ron Whyte & Bob 

Decker‟ made the great sojourn  

to Oshkosh in July. This was in 

error. My bad. It was actually 

„Garth Siewert‟ that made the 

trip to aviation's mecca.  

This was evidenced by several 

pics of Garth... obviously pre-

sent at the biggie in Wisconsin. 

These photos came by email, 

along with rather uncharitable 

words questioning my sobriety.   

G 
etting some interesting 

commentary coming in, 

some to do with other 

flying clubs, some focusing on 

NFC , others pointing out some      

errors contained herein. Let‟s 

deal with the latter of those. 

For the record… I know about,  

even use a spell-chequer. and I 

fully understand the concept of 

a simile. 

Okay, so I occasionally invent a 

word here & there, but not very 

often. Consult a dictionary writ-

ten after 1906 or alternatively, 

have an occasional convo with 

someone born sometime after 

1906. All will slowly unfuzzify, 

& it‟ll become as clear as beer. 

But remember, this warranty is 

void if syntax seals are broken.     

Ze grammatical errors? Got me. 

Guilty as charged. Not likely to 

get any better in that respect.  

Publishing software now even 

includes error filters for the 

grammatically challenged. Yup.  

Go figure. Sometimes... I even 

use it. Anyone who has ever 

tried to fit a polygon into a 

square space, or knows about 

column issues, remaining space 

available, etc. will cut me some 

slack. The udder stuff, well…  

that depends on my mood. 

Having said that, I appreciate 

all of your feedback, good, bad 

or completely round the bend 

silly. More than once, incoming 

mail starts off something like 

“It may just be me but…” Too 

funny, cuz you‟re not alone in 

your observations. It‟s always  

interesting to get everyone‟s 

take on the same event. Kinda 

like 10 people having a bite of 

a banana, then each describing 

the very same thing in ten very 

different ways.  

Marvelous stuff. Of course, my 

own description is always most 

accurate. A sarcastic Ya. Right.  

It seems both Ron Whyte & Bob 

Decker were actually in Hawaii 

during OSH. More pics sent in. 

I‟m told all three enjoyed the 

sun & local distractions, some 

noises about food too...   

Ruminations of a Motley Fool… 

i am  
disappointment 

in youôre 
grammar 

http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm


 

 

G 
len From owns half share, 

along with his son in the 

gorgeous white and blue 

Cessna Aerobat, tied down next 

the NFC clubhouse.  

Glen is a recently retired RCMP 

Police Officer, & has lived in the 

Nanaimo area for over 18 yrs.   

Getting after his own bucket list, 

he pursued his lifelong ambition 

to take to the skies, subsequently 

earning a Private Pilots Licence 

with Vital Aviation in 2008. Ω 

B 
rian Crossley moved to 

Ladysmith 1 year ago, 

after residing & working 

in Sweden for 10 years. Wow!  

While living in Europe, Brian 

decided to earn his private pilot 

license, and completed primary    

training six years ago in Jerez, 

(Barcelona) Spain. Wow, again.  

Brian‟s now on the hunt, he‟s  

exploring some possible options 

in a 4 seat aircraft; to purchase 

or secure a partnership. Ω 

B 
rian Zetts is a 6000+ hr  

ATP with „BAE 146‟ and 

„Dash 8‟ type ratings. 

Now retired from active flying,  

Brian also has over 3000 hrs 

instructing in both flight and 

ground school environs.  

You can probably catch up with 

Brian over at the NFC on Cadet 

Tuesday‟s. Brian spearheads a   

new Cadet Ground School, held 

at the NFC clubhouse meeting 

room, on Tuesday evenings. Ω 

Nanaimo Flying Club Member Insights 

 Mystery Aircraft 

H 
int. One of these are 

hangared at an airport 

nearby, well maybe not 

really close, but say within ~30 

miles or so.   

Same deal, first one in the 

AvGas email gate, wins some 

kinda grape juice out of Riddy‟s  

famous, plonk producing tickle 

trunk. Send yer best guesses/

answers thisaway, click  “here”. 
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NFC         

“Pilot‟s Special        

fees & food 

W 
ell Doug Sowden was 

technically first across 

the line, but he didn‟t 

quite get there; ñDang.  I know it's 

an Australian designed & built crop -

duster, but I don't know the make, 

cockpit above the óhopperô was 

supposed to be a safety featureò. 

Next up was John Hubbard who 

nailed it. This gooney bird is a 

Transavia PL-12 Airtruk.  

Doug‟s quite correct, designed as an    

agricultural wagon, with a 1 metric 

ton capacity hopper. It morphed 

into a two passenger ferry, in a 

topdresser configuration, & was  

also used for cargo, ambulance 

AvGas September Mystery Aircraft Solution 

A 
 “T” hangar rental unit 

in Mustang Hangars, at 

CYCD is now available. 

Rates quoted are: $300/month, 

or $3000/year. More details?   

Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at 

250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca 

M 
adill‟s old hangar at 

CYCD is For Sale. For 

details, interested 

parties contact Russ Lougheed   

@ lougheed@cnw.com  

G 
rrrreat avionics for sale!

Silver Crown King panel 

being parted out, all 

serviceable, tagged and all in  

mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)   

KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving 

accessory), KG-102A (Slaved 

DG), KTM-112 (Flux detector) 

KX155-39 (Nav/Com)  KI-256 

(AI/Flight Director)  KAS-297B 

(Altitude preselect) interested?  

email ->  bkrasowski@shaw.ca  

AvGas Classifieds 

(one passenger up top, four in 

the lower deck) & also used in 

aerial survey work.  All metal 

construction, twin tail on two 

unconnected booms. Ya, Weird. 

It was one of the aircraft used 

in the MadMax movies. 

Thus John (the condiment king) 

Hubbard, got flagged for the 

next cruet of the grape.   

But it didn‟t end there, Sowden 

fights back… emailing again 

with ñI checked; probability is that 

it is not an Airtruk, but a 

"Skyfarmer".  Honest.  If no one else 

sent in "Skyfarmer", do I get the 

vino?ò 

More research… %$%. Just like 

test answers, Sowden‟s answer 

is more correct… Skyfarmer is a 

specific version of an Airtruk.   

Nope, I‟m not going to debate 

semantics today. Well done and 

congratulations to both NFC‟s 

John Hubbard & Doug Sowden.  

Waiter? Another bottle of wine  

please. Give „em both a bottle 

of your very finest, Okay? Ω 

Want one of these  WayCool  NFC tee-shirts?
EasyPeasy  -  only 10 bucks gets you one¦       
Send a request  to :     avgas @ email . com 

C 
herokee for sale. 1967 

PA-28-180D,1730TT  

 Fresh interior, glass & 

paint. MK12,Mk12A,VOR,ADF, 

modeC, 4probeEGT, Electric 

Trim, fresh annual, no corrosion 

low time, clean aircraft, $45K. 

Ron Whyte 250-246-4034, or 

srwhyte@shaw.ca  

http://www.wennerelectric.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aircraft%20Solution
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transavia_PL-12_Airtruk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerial_topdressing
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=NFC@theHoop%20tee-shirts
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca
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think ya got game? good,         

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com          

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareya…                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito 

AʣGaʟ                  

By now there are several other 

boats doing the same as us;  

running along behind & beside 

the Mars, taking pictures.  One 

guy is on a jet ski, he‟s taking 

advantage of the large swells 

from her wake to do some 

jumping, and it looks like he‟s 

having a blast! Then the magic 

happens... all four engines rev 

to full throttle.   

 

 

 

You can smell the fumes of gas 

and exhaust,  the rumble 

across the water is awesome. 

We rev our engines, too, and 

try to keep pace with the Ha-

waii.  Our little boat is no 

match for this bomber.   She 

picks up speed and soon leaves 

the armada of boats behind 

her.  Ever so slowly, the huge 

aircraft lifts out of the water & 

breaks free into the sky.  It is 

an incredible thing to watch as 

she soars away into the blue. 

A Martin Mars Morning – Andrea Trepanier 

I 
t‟s 8:30 am and we are on 

holidays! No school, no 

work, no responsibilities or 

demands... everybody is still 

sleeping. Then she fires up.  

My eyes pop open instantly & I 

listen for a moment to be sure 

it‟s definitely her & not some 

loud speedboat.  Yup, it‟s her!  

I jump out of bed & start pok-

ing the kids. “Come on, get up!  

She‟s firing up!  Let‟s go!”   

A couple grumble but the other 

two are as excited as I am.  

Still... they all get up and start 

looking for bathing suits and 

sunglasses. In short order, 

we‟re all tumbling out of the 

trailer & heading for the dock.  

We all hop in the boat and cast 

off.  By the time we get out 

into the open, she is already 

across the Sproat Arm of 

Sproat Lake, traversing the 

narrows over into the long 

Taylor Arm. We‟re chasing the 

Mars Water Bomber! 

 

 

 

I speed up and rock across the 

four foot swells that she leaves 

in her wake.  This one is the 

Hawaii Mars, one of two Mars 

Bombers that call Sproat Lake 

home & are part of Coulson‟s 

fleet of Flying Tankers.  As we 

catch up to her, other boaters 

are joining us to get a glimpse 

of the majesty when she lifts 

off the water.  The Hawaii clips 

along at a good pace and is 

soon into the Taylor Arm.  This 

is the longest arm of Sproat 

Lake to give the Hawaii plenty 

of room for her take-off run.  

Fortunately, it‟s quite wide and 

gives our fleet of boats ample 

room to watch the action. 

 

 

 

 

We slow down to watch as the 

Mars continues to gain altitude 

while flying the length of the 

Taylor Arm & down the Taylor 

River valley. It‟s surrounded by 

mountainous terrain & the Ha-

waii needs to gain enough alti-

tude to clear the hills. We lose 

sight of her as she heads up 

the valley.  

We set back to the dock. It‟s 

been a great morning; the sun 

is heating up, burning the last 

bit of haze out of the air.   

We look forward to a fun day of 

boating, wakeboarding, and 

tubing; but the excitement of 

the Mars departure started our 

day, and made it as well!  Ω 

I 
t‟s been an outstanding year   

for fuel sales, great pricing, 

lots of new members, good 

support from visiting pilots, & nice 

weather lately, have done wonders 

for GoJuice sales. BTW... the 

NFC in 2011 to date, has sold 

more fuel than in all of 2010.  

Gord Cluchey has been stepping 

in, taking multiple tank & pump 

readings, ensuring 100ll tanks 

are kept contaminant free, and   

preparing for new fuel deliveries.  

The club had to replenish 100ll 

inventory last month & our cost 

increased significantly. Between 

the Carbon Tax bump & present 

sky-high wholesale cost of fuel, 

that increase would normally be 

passed on and reflected in NFC 

Member pump pricing.   But…. 

GoodNews! NFC‟s BeanCounter 

George Irbe, indicated that this 

increase won‟t be required this 

time around. George explained 

that revenues (from fuel sales) 

in 2011, have already exceeded 

budgeted numbers, and covered 

all our 2011‟s expenses.  Zotto!  

All members 

chime out a  

„thank you‟ to  

our Treasurer 

George Irbe,  

who ensures   

NFC remains 

financially sound, all while con-

sidering (NFC mandate to promote 

GA) a bigger than thou picture. 

What better way, than passing 

on great fuel values to everyone.    

Speaking of George & fuel sales, 

he‟s been kept busy dealing with 

quarterly tax payments to YCD, 

fuel terminal updates, verifying 

volumes on fuel drops/sales, 

paying for fuel, ongoing credit 

card issues, remitting HST, etc.  

These time consuming details & 

more, are all looked after in the 

background, unseen and for our 

benefit. Oh ya… George recently 

implemented credit card payment 

options, for both NFC dues & NFC 

tie-downs. Thank you George! Ω 

NFC Fuel Check 

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
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Timberland‟s   

Lunch/Dinner       

“Pilot‟s Special”      Timberland Pub  

 regional 100LL fuel pricing  cost/ltr delta         
save on     
200 ltrs  

save on    
125 ltrs     

save on       
75 ltrs      

CYXX Abbotsford 1.75 $.36  $  72   $  45   $  27  

CZBB Boundary Bay (self serve) 1.75 $.36  $  72   $  45   $  27  

CYBL Campbell River 2.07 $.67  $134   $  84   $  50  

CYCW Chilliwack 1.78 $.39  $  78   $  49   $  29  

CAH3 Courtney Air Park 1.67 $.28  $  56   $  35   $  21  

CAK3 Delta Air Park 1.72 $.33  $  66   $  41   $  25  

CAM3 Duncan 1.56 $.170  $  35   $  22  $  13  

CYKA Kamloops 2.10 $.71  $142   $  89   $  53  

CYLW Kelowna 2.04 $.65  $130   $  81   $  49  

CYNJ Langley 1.81 $.42  $  84   $  53   $  32  

CAR3 Lillooet 1.93 $.54  $108   $  68   $  41  

CYCD Nanaimo Flying Club Non-Member  1.57 $.18  $  36   $  23   $  13  

CYCD Nanaimo Flying Club Members  1.39      

CYCD Oliver 1.79 $.40  $  80   $  50   $  30  

CYYF Penticton 1.76 $.37  $  74   $  46   $  28  

CYPK Pitt Meadows 1.73 $.34  $  68   $  43   $  26  

CYSB Port Alberni 1.78 $.39  $  78   $  49   $  29  

CYZT Port Hardy 1.81 $.42  $  84   $  53   $  32  

CYPW Powell River 2.35 $.96  $192   $120   $  72  

CYDC Princeton 1.70 $.31  $  62   $  39   $  23  

CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville 1.87 $.48  $  96   $  60   $  36  

CYQZ Quesnel 1.85 $.46  $  92   $  58   $  35  

CAP3 Sechelt 1.60 $.21  $  42   $  26   $  16  

CYAZ Tofino 1.75 $.36  $  72   $  45   $  27  

CYVK Vernon 1.76 $.37  $  74   $  46   $  28  

CYYJ Victoria 2.20 $.81  $162   $101   $  61  

100LL fuel pricing updated September 29, 2011   corrections needed? ðð> avgas@email.com  

NFC MEMBERSHIP DUES $120/YR  

I 
 guess I didn‟t do a very 

good job in explaining this 

one last month. Confusion 

reigned, & nobody took a swing 

at it, but the best reply was as 

follows: 

ñOk... donôt really get the game 

so just give me the 50 bucks, 

large bills is fine. Do we have to 

put a caption on the pic shown 

-where the hell are the jumpers 

you speak of... don't see them.  

Did they already go? Looks 

more to me like a thumper, like 

the guy on top got slapped into 

the cockpit or he is praying to 

Allah before he goes.   Arrgh  so 

confusing. Better give me the 

Canadian tire bucks -  they sell 

lots of sharp objects.ò.  

Too funny, no matter, I‟ll try to 

enunciate a bit better this time 

around. Now read sloooooowly.  

Captions Anyone? October 29th... 

A 
Murder Mystery Dinner 

Evening at the NFC is 

planned for Saturday, 

October 29th, 2011. It starts at 

at 6pm at the clubhouse. 

Riddy gave me a litany of stuff  

to write about it, but dang it… I 

just don‟t want to do the whole 

nine yards here. So here goes 

with the Coles Notes version: 

There be prizes for:  top sleuth,  

best costume, furthest pilot, & 

best group representation... not 

based at YCD.  

The cost: Bring an appetizer 

along, & 3 bucks get you in the 

door. Come empty handed, and 

the cover charge gets bumped 

up to $10 a head.  

The menu:  Spaghetti, Lasagne, 

Pizza & some other goodies.  

You can easily peruse all of the 

characters and pick out the one 

you want on -line ñhereò. The 

good ones will not doubt go 

early, so grab your choice early 

before one gets foisted upon 

you by Madame President.  

Barb also indicates anyone who 

plans to attend, is to sign up for 

a character by October 25th at 

the latest.  Ω 

T 
here are lots of folks 

around the flying club 

volunteering their time, 

doing little things, some going 

out of pocket, working towards 

making the NFC a better place.  

Doug Wakefield keeps detailed 

minutes of club housekeeping 

every month, Autumn Umanetz 

keeps NFC computers running 

flawlessly, Ron Whyte & Darrle 

Schlitz each, spend a day flying 

out to 10 airports, delivering 

poker cards last month.  

Dave Ellis updates constantly, 

plugging away at the website, 

Mike Wilkey tirelessly sketches 

out new promos for clubhouse 

functions. The clubhouse even 

sees non-members lending limb  

& hand when things are busy...   

The Welte family all pitched in 

big time last month, helping out  

in every social dealie the NFC  

had going on.  

Some housekeeping tasks are 

completely unseen and virtually 

unnoticed; like John McLintock 

delivering firewood to the club 

for upcoming winter weather, & 

Art Gast, repairing broken door 

locks, not to mention a monthly 

inventory & stocking of vending 

machines, the list goes on & 

many of these thankless tasks 

are mostly quietly dealt with in 

the background. Unseen hands 

who empty trash cans, and haul 

away oily rags and empty oil 

containers, those sweeping up,  

those cutting the grass. 

Bob Lepshi tries hard to keep 

everyone happy with tie-downs, 

Darrle Schlitz donating a crane 

to (free up more tie-down spots)  

relocate trailers, & our Madame 

President, who devotes hours & 

hours to long term NFC affairs.    

An incomplete list, merely a snippet 

of little items brought to my atten-

tion.  Apologies to anyone missed. Ω 

Kaleidoscopics Easy game. You dream up an 

appropriate caption for the pic 

of the month. Submit, one, two 

or three, as many as you can 

spin, the more the merrier.  

Last month‟s photo was of Dave 

Grey‟s classic Howard departing 

Hastings Field with door open. 

A couple of captions that spring 

up for me on that one...  

ñTry as hard as he might, 5ô4ò 

Danny DeVito could not see out 
enough to land, without opening 

the co -pilot door. ñ 

ñAndretti leaned a little too hard 

into the corner.ò 

ñSwamper Jose prepared to open 

the fertilizer bag in their budget 

crop -dusting operation.ò  

So give it a try this month, with 

the “mountains and wing” image 

below. No photo-shopping here, 

it‟s the real deal, and only waiting 

for all your captions to make it 

complete. Slide off your best to 

„avgas@email.com‟ Ω   

http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.nanaimodiveoutfitters.ca/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=fuel%20pricing
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=september's%20caption
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think ya got game? good,         

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada  

to: avgas@email.com          

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareya…                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito 

W 
hat fun. Outstanding 

weather too. The NFC 

Flying Pig Poker Run 

Pie-In Fly-In was simply a gas.  

Even with competing events in  

the lower mainland, we had a 

great turnout with a completely 

unexpected surprise during the 

BBQ Dinner. 

1st, 2nd and 3rd best poker 

hands were full houses. „Brian 

Bomford‟ took 1st prize, with 

Langley‟s „Ken Wardstrom‟ and  

„Scott Thomson‟ taking 2nd & 

3rd respectively… check it out.     

n A a MZ  z MZQ q  YY y T t  
Congratulations to out to all; 

Brian Bomford wins $135 and a 

NFC t-shirt, Ken Wardstrom & 

Scott Thomson each win a case 

of Phillips aviation oil, plus a 

couple of NFC tee‟s as well.   

The Welte family came through 

with another gourmet dinner 

and it was yummy. We couldn‟t 

help ourselves, most of us were 

back for second helpings, not 

to mention those ever present 

delicious desserts. You betcha, 

I had 2 of those as well. 

I 
t was a bit of a departure 

from the usual 1st Saturday 

of the month NFC Fly-In, 

with a luncheon BBQ replacing 

breakfast.  

But first things first. A big „Ed 

Sullivan‟ thank you to the two 

Welte gals, who had a wee bit 

of help from their men. I know 

it‟s not the politically correct 

thing to say, but when one is  

recalcitrant, it‟s just a natural.  

September‟s NFC Fly-In BBQ 

was very well attended, and it  

turned into a really, big shoe. 

All 5 chefs did an outstanding 

job, preparing a gourmet BBQ 

for the hungry gang.  

Another great turnout for one 

of NFC‟s Monthly-Mini-Fly-In‟s.  

19 mainland aircraft came in 

for inexpensive avgas and eats. 

Empty tie-downs were quickly 

occupied, they started parking 

in the infield, & then Venture‟s 

property slowly filled up too. A 

full house at the clubhouse.  

It was a goodie, it was nice to 

visit with some old friends, and  

make some new acquaintances.  

Thanks to all visiting aviators, 

and a special thanks to all NFC 

members that made the effort 

to support one of the NFC‟s 

great monthly socials. Ω 

Back to the surprise...  Two 

guests arrived at the gate out-

side the NFC a little bit before 

dinner was served, inquiring 

about the chances of getting an 

aerial tour of Nanaimo & area.  

1 of the 2 introduced himself as 

Reiner Meutsch, “pilot” and  

“earthrounder” who joined this 

exclusive club with a Cheyenne 

in 2010. Reiner entertained all 

with some excellent highlights 

of his extraordinary journey.  

September Third 

Don’t quote the Bell Pepper…. 

While they extinguished the 

residual flames, fireman attend-

ing noticed a uniformed figure 

lying facedown several yards 

away.   

It was a security guard. He was 

revived & then questioned.  

Turns out he‟d been the one 

that was liberating fuel from 

the airplanes.  

The particular airplane he‟d 

selected that night, had anti-

siphon baffles which were re-

cessed and not easily visible. 

When he attempted to shove 

the hose in the fuel tank it hung 

up on the spring loaded baffle 

cap.  

Exasperated, he flicked his bic 

to see what the problem was… 

and the rest is history. Ω 

S 
eems the Phoenix Field 

Airport had been subject 

to some recurring petty 

thefts from a few of the local 

neighborhood teenagers.  

The airport community decided 

to retain a security firm for a  

regular after hours patrol of the  

airport grounds.  

The incidents of petty theft & 

vandalism decreased sharply, 

but inexplicably fuel theft from 

parked airplanes now became 

an issue.  

This puzzling situation contin-

ued until late one night when a 

passerby noticed a flaming 

airplane on the field. 

By the time the fire department 

arrived, the plane had com-

pletely melted into the tarmac.  

October 2011 

2010 YCD financials report:  

Record passenger travel, but...  

-Revenues were under budget      

-Expenses were over budget  

Some Expenses reported:  

Management: $783,869      

Security: $188,408            

Airfield: $170,336               

NAC: $99,492                     

Marketing: $85,582            

Interest:  $36,149                   

Bad Debts: $9,194  

One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest 

The evening went quite late,  

but it evaporated with loads of 

laughs, one or two cocktails, 

good conversation, & excellent  

stories shared with everyone.  

Thanks to all those good folks 

that participated, it was one of 

those special evenings that will 

be fondly remembered. Ω 

http://www.ventureaviation.com/
http://www.airspeedhigh.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.earthrounders.com/


 

 

  AvGas October 2011 page seven 
go ahead… get in some water flying… 

www.seaplaneacademy.ca 

I 
 taxied off the runway into 

Adlair‟s ramp at Yellowknife. 

It felt good to be back at one 

of my homes away from home. 

My old spot up in corner of the 

gravel area, kitty corner to La-

serich‟s hangar nicely vacant, it  

awaited our arrival. 

The weather in Yellowknife was 

nice, warmer than I‟d expected. 

A twinge of regret, as I hadn‟t  

packed any short pants, bringing 

only cool weather clothes.  

Two other Nanaimo types made 

the trip with me, all of us there 

primarily to attend the Midnite 

Float Fly-In held in Yellowknife 

bi-annually.  

A buddy arrived at the gate to 

pick us and our goodies up. 

After the usual pleasantries, it 

was off to Ted‟s home where a  

party was already in full swing.  

The Float Fly-In weekend was 

great, nice to see familiar faces 

and meet a bunch of new ones. 

in-between filming all poker-run 

arrivals. Uhm…  we stayed there 

for hours & hours. 

After the weekend festivities, we 

planned to take float planes up 

north, the Tree River located on 

Coronation Gulf, in Nunavut, & 

that…  was our destination.  

Artic Char are found north of the 

arctic circle, all over the world. 

Arctic Char are closely related to  

salmon, they‟re anadromous but 

unlike salmon, after spawning 

they don‟t die, a hooklike mouth 

recedes once again, they return 

to the sea for another seven 

year cycle. Char grow to about 

12-14lbs worldwide. But at the l 

Tree River, due to food supply, 

genetics, whatever, Char exceed 

30 lbs. Over the years, I‟ve 

walked the banks of the Tree  

countless times, regularly pulling 

25-30 pounders out of those 

incredible waters. Char grow at 

a rate of .5lbs/yr,  so the fish 

from that river are older than I. 

(ok, now there be a deviation 

from the story, bear with me) 

I made 3 trips to the Tree River 

last year. The first of those was 

in late June, ice still covering all 

the lakes, the ocean also iced 

up… all except the rivers & river 

outlets where the ocean was ice 

free for a half circle radius of 

about 1.5 miles or so.  

We landed in the river right at 

an Inuit camp we often stay at.  

We‟ve always been welcome to 

stay at this usually vacant  

camp, with an unwritten rule; if 

any Inuit arrive during our stay, 

we vamoose to make room for 

the locals. What a deal, & it sure 

beats tenting in bear country. I 

adore & crave being outdoors, 

especially in such a remote part 

of the world, but up there every  

living thing is hungry, & should 

one chance upon a bear well.. 

I‟m no Crocodile Dundee of the 

North. I‟d just as soon not do 

the tent thing up there.  

We each took dibs on cabins of  

choice, by throwing respective 

gear inside. None of us wanted 

to wait any longer, so we rigged 

up to go fishing. A step-taxi with  

both airplanes ~2 mi upstream, 

to a favourite & very productive 

section of the river.  

We heeled up. Made some bets 

on first, biggest & most. The 6 

of us fanned out to work a piece 

of the river. I hiked the furthest 

downstream, ~100 yards, yet to 

get in a cast, when out of the 

corner of my eye, I spot some-

one making his way towards us.   

He was walking from the most 

westerly point of Alaska across 

the tundra to Greenland when 

we crossed paths at the Tree 

River in Nunavut. He injured his  

foot, that was clear from the get

-go when I first caught a 

glimpse of him limping toward 

us. He asked me to fly him out, 

he wanted to go to Kugluktuk. 

(Coppermine) He said his foot 

wasn‟t healing, not making the 

miles he‟d planned for. That and 

the fact that it was a late spring. 

He felt his next food cache may 

not be where he expected, the 

lake ice was still rotten, no good 

for skis and too early for float 

planes to get in.  

So I did. We flew to Coppermine 

the next morning. No biggie at 

all. I needed to fill up some jerry 

cans with go juice & get some 

fishing licences for our gang.   

When I got back to Yellowknife I 

googled „Peter Vacco‟. There be 

tons of information out there.  

He‟s hiked the Rockies from 

Mexico up to Alaska, the Brooks 

Range, and more in over 20 yrs 

of walking. Check out a very 

interesting dude. Not only that, 

everything he told us is spot on 

accurate. Peter is the real deal.  

Yellowknife, the Tree River or Bust 

The organisers had a slew of 

flying activities planned & I was 

able to participate with the help 

of a friend‟s borrowed C-185 on 

straight floats. A poker run to 

several nearby fishing lodges 

had me pulling 3 jacks with an 

ace kicker. I was second last in 

the order of participating planes, 

& through the grape... heard it 

might be  the winning hand. Our 

last stop was to be YellowDog 

Lodge where we met up with 

those that preceded us. That 

lodge had about 30 or so women 

staying there as guests. A 

broomball team. Ya. We arrived 

to find their guests swimming in 

front of & around a bunch of our 

poker run float planes. Little 

wonder our travelling group had 

suddenly bunched up.  

One of our Poker-Run airplanes 

had Scott Blue (Ice Pilots) as a 

co-pilot along with a (Ice Pilots) 

film crew. The film crew kept 

themselves er..distracted filming 

the swimming & suntanning gals 

A slender, heavily pack-sacked 

Indiana Jones type, appearing  

~50yrs  old,  approaches with a 

limp and a large smile.  WTF? 

I would have bet the house we 

were the only people within a 

100 mile radius. Fish Cop?  No. 

Packsack was waaaaay too big, 

and it looked really heavy too.  

“Peter Vacco is my name, and to 

whom might I have the pleasure 

of addressing?”  

I was still stunned. Prospector? 

Dudley DoRight? A Geologist? 

No..  It just didn‟t make sense. 

Nobody else, absolutely no one 

should be up here… except  us. 

“I‟m hiking” he offers. Ya right, I 

think. I look around, seeing my  

fishing companions, each one 

frozen, their jaws agape, eyes 

questioning, watching intently.  

Peter Vacco is very verbose. In 

15 minutes I got the full meal 

deal. Right then, I thought him 

to be a complete WingNut. But 

he radiated energy, had some 

very interesting commentary, 

and was extremely articulate in  

description. I liked him a lot. If 

he was an axe murderer hiding 

out, or whatever...  so be it.  

I invited him to spend the night 

with us at our camp.  

Peter engrossed everyone with 

tales, & they were oh so TALL. I 

didn‟t believe a word of it, yet, 

when he mentioned any place 

I‟d also been to, I could not find 

any chinks in his story. Every-

one else tried to find a flaw as 

well. Nada. He was smooth. I 

attributed that to perhaps a 

photographic memory. Thinking 

Peter was very well read, and 

retained every detail.  

OK… thwaaappp... back to 2011.   

The Tree River is one of those 

magical places in the world. I 

feel a reverence when walking 

the banks of this particular 

northern anomaly. It‟s different 

from the other rivers in that part 

of the world, deeply cut from 

mud banks surrounded by rocky 

shield. This unique microclimate 

allows willow trees hundreds of 

miles north of the tree line. 

Cranberries grow wild on top of 

moss covered tundra. Ptarmigan 

& sik-siks make this river valley 

a permanent home. Caribou, 

white wolves, bears, & muskox  

visit occasionally. It‟s a privilege 

to visit the Tree River as well. Ω 

http://www.seaplaneacademy.ca
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFeZvEmrcMY


 

 

operating a fishing lodge in 

the Northwest Territories.   

Sunday, October 16, 2011 

General Meeting @ 09:30    

Brunch Served @ 10:45     

Doug Hill @ 11:30 

I 
t‟s Murder Mystery Night  

at the clubhouse October 

29th. A 6pm, NFC Dinner 

Social, with murder, mayhem 

& more on the menu. 
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 NFCFuelStuff 

Gord Cluchey  

F 
irst thing this month, 

Saturday Oct 1st has 

the NFC‟s pink panther, 

„John Balogh‟ & „Izumi Lepshi‟  

serving specialty Hungarian & 

Austrian eats for this Fly-In. 

Running 11:30 to 13:30. All 

members and area pilots are   

invited. Everyone is welcome! 

T 
he middle of October 

on Saturday the 15th 

also see the Wilkey 

Cup at the NFC. A full meal 

deal on Saturday, starting 

with flying contests at noon, 

right up to a 5PM  BBQ.  The 

Wilkey Cup is an inter-flying 

club NFC event. All pilots & 

guests are invited to join-in. ! 

M 
onday & Thursday 

evenings 7-9:45pm 

has Vital running a 

ground school at the NFC. 

Members are invited and are 

welcome to audit classes free 

of charge. The class syllabus 

is posted at the clubhouse. 

T 
he general meeting 

in October takes a 

northern departure 

with guest speaker „Doug Hill‟.  

Hill has been aviating in the 

north country for ~30 years, 

A limited run of BlackSheep tee-shirts for your jactation 

will be run at a cost of $20.  Colours to choose are 

white/sand/khaki/grey. Want one? Easy, order at: 

avgas@email.com Afterwards, we‟ll arrange to teach you 
the  BlackSheep secret handshake & sign language.    

F 
riday-Saturday-Sunday 

October 14-15-16 sees 

a VISC glider operation 

at CYCD. It will be based at 

the NFC, get in some tandem 

glider time for your bucket 

list & log book. 50 bucks per.  

Gliding this weekend, is made 

available to all NFC members 

& guests.  avgas@email.com 

PROPWASH SCOOP DU MOIS 

Langley aviator „Bill Carr” was 

bucking hard for inexpensive 

NFC Membership, suggesting 

it should also include options   

for one…  plus 4 relatives. 

Well… it got 

done, & better 

yet, completely 

free of charge! 

The NFC is pleased to award 

Bill‟s cat, & 4 of it‟s relatives     

a lifetime NFC PetMembership  

specifically designed for any  

parsimonious, visiting pilots.    

It was no small task to see 

this through, but thanks to a 

little help from some clever  

NFC Execs, & a wriggle clause 

found in the NFC Bylaws, this 

was made possible just for 

any of our thrifty friends. 

The NFC strives to look after 

all pilots, getting job 1 done 

lickety-split once again. And 

always remember.. 

all time spent flying 

never, ever…. gets 

deducted from ones lifespan.  

     Murder mystery                                              
 at the clubhouse                 
on Saturday, October 29th  

All NFC types and guests, are 

cordially invited to attend, so 

do come out and meet up 

with some of the other club 

members, while the Sherlocks 

figure out whodunit!  

RSVP‟s requested, ping it to: 

„Mike Wilkey‟ africa@shaw.ca   

http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org/event
http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org/event
mailto:briddy@writeme.com?subject=NFC%20Stufff
mailto:lschlitz@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:girbe@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:hkgriffy@telus.net?subject=NFC%20Membership%20Stuff
mailto:dswake@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Stuff
mailto:boblepschi@hotmail.com?subject=NFC%20Parking%20Stuff
mailto:dellis@pandaindustrial.ca?subject=NFC%20Web%20Stuff
mailto:africa@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Social%20Stuff
http://www.nanaimoflyingclub.org
mailto:gcluchey@shaw.ca?subject=NFC%20Fuel%20Stuff
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=NFC@theHoop%20tee-shirts
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=october%20tandem%20gliding
mailto:africa@shaw.ca?subject=MurderMysteryNight

