
 

 

A 
fter a spirited annual 

general meeting and 

election of officers on 

Sunday 20 th  November, the 

attending club members were 

treated to an informative and 

entertaining address by Mel 

Johnstone.                         

Melôs career in aviation spans 

over many years and over 

25,000 hours in the cockpits of 

a variety of fixed wing & fling 

wing flying machines we have 

only dreamed of. He also has  

thousands of hours wrenching 

on them as a licenced AME.  

After a career all over the 

country & the planet in charter 

aircraft, logging in helicopters 

& flying warbirds Mel still does 

what he enjoys in the hangar 

at VAM in Victoria.  

(Mike Wilkeyôs meeting review 

continued on page seven)  
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NFCôs Ken Welte has recently 

cobbled together a rag tag, 

impromptu but organized NFC 

KAOS club, now affectionately 

called the ñTruancy Squadronò.  

These intrepid aviators, those 

who collect at the clubhouse, 

summoned on short notice,  

simply for the sole purpose of 

going flyingé just because itôs 

one of those really nice days.  

Several trial runs with unique 

combinations of aircraft, pilots 

and destinations have been 

successfully completed.  

Charter Memberships are now 

being offered free of charge.  

Registration for the ñTruancy 

Squadronò is stone simple...  

shoot off your membership  

request to Ken Welte óhere ô, 

your email addy and phone 

number will be added to the 

Truancy ówill callô list.  

Truancy Squadron Tee -Shirts  

are in the design stage, these 

will be offered to all charter 

members at a nominal charge 

when all artwork is finalized 

and production commences.  L 
orraine & Grant Howatt 

took on the NFCôs first 

Saturday of the month 

social with a delightful and very 

tasty breakfast. Lousy weather 

soon cleared & the NFC quickly 

became a booble of activity 

with lots of afternoon flying.   

N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞÙʟ Bɼeʨʵ˖ɰʍ 

T 
here wonôt be one. Too 

close to Christmas, too 

many other things that 

will get in the way right? Right.  

Howeveré the NFC Executive is  

meeting at the clubhouse for a 

2012 strategy planning thingie. 

Sunday, December 11th 09:30 

A few NFC items need dealing 

with, plus the 2012 game plan 

for the NFC will be discussed in 

preparation for the next planned  

general meeting in the first 

month of the new year 2012.   

If ya wanna see something in 

particular happen at the NFC 

next year, then hereôs another 

opportunity to run it by the 

club executive & see if it will 

grow legs. Slide off an e -mail 

with your wish list items or 

requests; to Andrea Trepanier 

ñhere ò or better yet, attend the 

quickie meeting in person. Ý 

ˤʘ-ofˑiˌiʨʕ 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈÙʟ Nˏwˀɳʍᴝˏʞ AʣGaʟ 
ɽˏ˙ɺˏʞ ˃ˋʒ ˡ˃ʈ ˃ˋʒ         2 ɨˏntʟ 

F 
ive bucks got you a seat, 

some food units to nibble  

on, & a handful of poker 

chips. Everyone started out the 

evening hopeful, spirits high, 

all with dreams of being Daniel 

Negraneau incarnate for ze game.   

Lepshi clarified the rules, then 

distributed equal amounts of a  

modern version of monopoly 

money to use while playing a 

card game called texas hold -em.   

All the usual suspects came out 

to play... plus a couple of new 

faces. Tôwas an enjoyable night 

at the clubhouse, and someone 

even managed to get one of 

those colossal 2 foot diameter 

quantum of wood chunks to 

burn in the fireplace.  

It was fun, with several games 

run, the poker chips wandered 

back and forth between players 

stacks. Thanks to the NFC legal 

team or Lepshi, Riddy & Wilkey 

doing the leg work in getting 

this evening organised.  Ý  

NFCÙʟ Pʺɲˏʞ Niʱhʠ 

DeɨˏʸɧˏʞÙʟ NFC ǪM 

It was well attended, a ton of 

fun & I couldn't help laughing 

when I noticed Grant wearing 

an Air Nootka tee -shirt with itôs 

very unique slogan.  

Thanks to both, they put on a 

great spread for the early birds 

that wandered out for a little  

NFC hangar flying and a ton of 

great Saturday morning eats. Ý 

C 
ycdôs Hotel Propwash 

has a Christmas Dinner  

planned for Saturday, 

December 10th 2011, 6pm at 

the NFC Clubhouse.  

Pr˛˞waˀʑ X- Maʟ 

All Propwash alumni and their 

significant others, are hearby 

summoned to attend the fifth  

annual December soriee. This 

evenings event & dinner is by 

donation, and itôs a BYOB nite.  

All NFC Members & Guests are 

also invited to join -in, cômon 

out, meet & greet with all the 

regular Propwash denizens, of 

which most hold dual passports 

also along with the NFC. Ý        

mailto:weltegroup@gmail.com?subject=NFC%20Truancy%20Squadron
mailto:andrea@dressclub.ca?subject=nfc%20stuff
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
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AvGas Contributors:                                                

Grant Corriveau,           

Mike Wilkey, plus the                  

NFC adjunct & the       

oppido fatui Hooperville                     

Corporate GoodGuys:               

Airspeed High             

Cottonwood Golf Club     

Kasba Lake Lodge    

McBrideôs Service Station 

Nanaimo Dive Outfitters   

The Timberland Pub    

VictoriaIslandSoaringCentre  

Wenner Electric               

AʣGaʟ          

CYCD Corporate GoodGuys:   

 BC Mountain Helicopters        

Nanaimo Aircraft Maintenance 

NavCanada Nanaimo FSS                 

The Seaplane Academy    

Venture Aviation                

Vital Aviation  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ                                    
is pleased to introduce          

New NFC Mem ber  

ñTerry McEvoyò                  

Welcome Aboard!  

N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 

Brˉ˔ʘ Cˉnˍʦ 

Go figureé if you check it out, 

youôll find that in the past 11 

months, the NFC welcomed 33 

new folks who joined the party 

in 2011.  

These newcomers to the NFC 

also helped push the member-

ship roster to a record high. 

This year in 2011, the Nanaimo 

Flying Club is able to boast itôs 

largest membership than ever 

before.   

Is there a possibility for a third 

boffo membership year in 2012?   

Is it possible to for the club to 

add value and attract the new 

generation of aviators that Vital 

puts out every year? Wouldnôt it 

be an interesting airport if YCD 

also kept pace with the NFC, 

setting aside the delirious pipe 

dreams & aspiration of becoming  

another YYJ, by putting in just a 

little effort in attracting realistic,  

attainable aviation business here  

at CYCD? It would make for a 

win -win situation at the airport 

that now just huffs & puffs.  

I 
n 2009, they said the NFC 

was facing an unscaleable  

membership wall. Nooobody 

around, with nooobody else in 

the proverbial wings. The same  

folks even suggested the NFC 

was assigned a perpetual holding  

pattern around the YCD beacon.  

The club existed, but not really,  

while the clubhouse was visible, 

the club was rarely seen, & most  

definitely never ever heard from . 

The NFC saw 32 new members 

join the club in 2010. Yup... 32. 

Especially noteworthy, because 

it was a record breaker for NFC  

growth in one year. In 2010, 

the roster increased by ~35%. 

A substantial increaseé. and it 

caught everyoneôs attention.  

So what happened to the flying 

club that seemed well past itôs 

best before date?  Is it possible  

afterall, despite the naysayers 

to add a few new members & 

build up a club that previously 

posted ñKeep Out & Beware of  

Dogò signs all over the place?    

Was 2010 just an anomaly? A 

fluke NFC membership year?  A 

past -prime flying club, one that 

simply lucked out last year, by 

picking up most of the Hotel 

Propwash for members?  

Mebbe so. Mebbe not. A little  

closer look at the details, show 

that only 8 of the 32 newbies 

were Propwash denizens, and of 

those, several were previously 

members of the NFC, but for one 

reason or another, subsequently 

chose to avoid the dynamics 

found at the flying club. But the 

prodigal sons returned & then  

brought along some buddies.   

24 others also came out of the 

woodwork as well.  Why now?  

As 2010 ended, I too wondered 

if the NFC had now scooped up 

most of the potential members 

out there. 2010 was going to 

be a rather tough act to follow, 

and this unprecedented pace of 

membership growth the club 

achieved in 2010 seemed ahhé 

unsustainable.   

Letôs welcome the aviators that  

joined the NFC this year; 2011ôs 

additions to the club rank & file  

are as follows;    

Rob Allison  
John Amy  

Chris Brain  
Robert Buldoc  
Gavin Chester  
Bruce Cormier  

Grant Corriveau  
Brad Crockett  
Brian Crossley  

Bob Decker  
James Embury  

Glen From  
Andrew Gates  
Don Halbert  

Jim Kelly  
Thomas Kirk  
Don Louden  

Riley LaLiberte  
Bob Leduc  

Terry McEvoy  
Bruce McQuigan  
Shannon Maurer  

Mark Meloche  
David Motion  

Allan Parmeter  
Curt Satre  

Charles Schell  
Tim Simpson  
Petra Sobotka  

Susan Schwartz  
Mitchell Thompson  

Jacques du Toit  
Brian Zetts  Ý 

Rˤ˙˔naˢi˛nʟ ᴗ ʆ Mᴇɳˏʦ FoʺʕÍ 

http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm


 

 

C 
hris Brain has owned &  

flown a sweet looking   

Cessna 150 for the past  

5years. Chris is from Pouscepe, 

(extra points for those knowing 

where that is) now residing in 

Cobble Hill, & keeping his bird 

tied down at the NFC.  

Chris is armed with a PPL, & is 

currently working to augment 

this with an instrument rating & 

seaplane endorsement, eventu-

ally working towards a CPL. Ý 

J 
eff Liot is a craftsman, &  

it shows when one looks 

at his cherry,  YCD based 

Glasair. It took Jeff 6 years to 

complete, and itôs maiden flight 

was in October 2000.   

J 
ohn Mclintock started to 

mess around with hang 

gliders way back in 1974 

when Freddy Mercury was on 

the air every 5 minutes or so.  

Shortly afterwards, John earned  

a PPL, & in 2003 added a glider 

license to his wallet.   

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ Mˏʸɧˏʞ Inˡiʱhtʟ 

 Mysɾˏˠʦ A˔rˌrʆᴒ 

S 
ave yourself. Identify this 

aeroplane, win the wine. 

Drink wine and you sleep 

well. Sleep and you will not sin. 

Avoid sin &l be saved. Ergoé.  

As always, the very 1 st  correct 

answer wins a bottle of Riddyôs 

plonk. Boasting while quaffing 

said wine is permitted. Send in 

your best guess ñhere ò. Ý 

  AʣGaʟ Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 paɮʍ ˁ˓ɼɫʍ 

 

NFC         

ñPilotôs Special        

fees & food  

T 
he NFCôs Doug Sowden 

wrote in ñIt's not that 

Czech "Morava" twin is 

it?  Or did I drink too much of 

the wine I won? off the one 

wine I one, uff da two 

whines   eye wan?ò 

Chizzums, Doug Sowden got in 

there first again, & with the right  

stuff. Itôs a Let L -200 Morava . 

Congratulations, another bottle 

of Riddyôs finest plonk of the 

red varietal wanders out for  

some uncorking or unscrewing 

as it may be.   

AʣGaʟ N˛ʁˏʸɧˏʞ Mysɾˏˠʦ A˔rˌrʆᴒ Sʺ˗uˢi˛ʘ 

A 
 ñTò hangar rental unit 

in Mustang Hangars, at 

CYCD is now available. 

Rates quoted are: $300/month, 

or $3000/year. More details?   

Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at 

250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca  

M 
adillôs old hangar at 

CYCD is For Sale. For 

details, interested 

parties contact Russ Lougheed   

@ lougheed@cnw.com   

G 
rrrreat avionics for sale!

Silver Crown King panel 

being parted out, all 

serviceable, tagged and all in  

mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)   

KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving 

accessory), KG -102A (Slaved 

DG), KTM -112 (Flux detector) 

KX155 -39 (Nav/Com)  KI -256 

(AI/Flight Director)  KAS -297B 

(Altitude preselect) interested?  

email ->  bkrasowski@shaw.ca   

AʣGaʟ Clasˡʒᴫedʟ 

Want one of these  WayCool  NFC tee-shirts?
EasyPeasy  -  only 10 bucks gets you one¦       
Send a request  to :     avgas @ email . com 

C 
herokee for sale. 1967 

PA- 28 - 180D,1730TT  

 Fresh interior, glass & 

paint. MK12,Mk12A,VOR,ADF, 

modeC, 4probeEGT, Electric 

Trim, fresh annual, no corrosion 

low time, clean aircraft, $45K. 

Ron Whyte 250 -246 -4034, or 

srwhyte@shaw.ca   

Jeff indicates the Glasair fits his 

mission profile nicely, with ample  

room for his lean 6ô3ò frame, a 

passenger & gear for most any 

occasion. Jeff chose a 135HP 

Subaru to power it, & this bird 

even has stowable wings which 

permits easy trailering, and has 

integral float blocks if Jeff ever  

decides to use it as a seaplane.  

Jeff has been actively flying for 

the past 12 years, possessing a  

Private Pilots License with ~900 

hours logged. Ý 

Then somewhere in there, John 

tossed around the idea of 

building his own aircraft. So he 

didé not one, but two.  

For the past 3 years, Johnôs 

been putting in over 200 hours 

flying a Rans S6 -ES Coyote II, 

keeping it hangared at CYCD. 

This Rans has a unique  looking 

covering of stabilized Dacron, & 

powered with a 100HP Rotax. Ý      

 

http://www.wennerelectric.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aircraft%20Solution
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let_L-200_Morava
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=NFC@theHoop%20tee-shirts
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca
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think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

AʣGaʟ                  

I. Pilot's Documents  

A Pilotôs License Booklet expires 

every five years. I presume 

new photos are needed each 

time, so perhaps it would be 

good to coordinate this with 

passports.  

The medical renewal stamp is 

required appropriate for age &  

license, including endorsements 

or ratings exercised. Medical 

time limits are listed inside the 

booklet.  

A Radio operator's license is 

required if you are transmitting 

on an aircraft radio. (but note 

that an aircraft station license 

is no longer required.)  

We must maintain a personal 

logbook, responsible to main-

tain appropriate recency re-

quirements but there is no 

specific requirement to carry 

this on board .  If a TC inspector 

asks for proof of recency, ñGive 

me your fax number, & Iôll get 

back to you,ò is acceptable. 

II. Aircraft  Documents  

Certificate of Airworthiness or 

Special C of A (Amateur Built): 

The preamble on this document 

tells us that to be airworthy, 

the aircraft must be maintained 

and operated in accordance 

with all requirements, such as 

maintenance schedules; air 

regulations; weight & balance 

limits; performance limits and 

so on.  

C of R: Good for the life of the 

aircraft.  Must be filled out and 

mailed in upon sale or decertifi-

cation of the aircraft.  Itôs all 

printed on the form.  

Proof of Insurance: Remember 

to renew it as required.  

Pilotôs Operating Handbook 

(POH) or Aircraft Manual: The 

specific manual for aircraft is 

required. Itôs not good enough 

to have a 1995 manual for a 

1975 aircraft.  

 Ž Day VFR  (minimum equipment)  

ϊ Altimeter  

ϊ Airspeed Indicator  

ϊ Magnetic Compass  

ϊ Tachometer (s)  

ϊ Manifold Pressure (as required)  

ϊ Oil Pressure  

ϊ Coolant Temp (liquid -cooled)  

ϊ Oil Temp (air - cooled engines) Ž 

ϊ Fuel Qty Indication (1 each main tank)  

ϊ Gear position indication for RG  

ϊ VHF Comm Radio (where required)  

ϊ Timepiece  

ϊ  

Ž VFR OTT -  also required:  

ϊ Sensitive/adjustable altimeter  

ϊ Pitot heat  

ϊ Gyro  Heading Indicator  

ϊ Attitude Indicator  

ϊ Turn & Slip or Turn Coordinator  

ϊ  

Ž Night VFR - Day VFR items plus :  

ϊ Sensitive Altimeter  

ϊ Turn & Slip or Turn Coordinator  

ϊ Adequate source of electrical 
energy  
ϊ Spare fuses -  at least 50% of the 

total number of installed fuses of 
each installed rating  
ϊ Instrument illumination  

ϊ A landing light (if passengers)  

ϊ Position & anti - collision lights  

ϊ Attitude Indicator  

ϊ Vertical Speed Indicator  

ϊ Pitot heat  

ϊ Outside Air Temp Gauge  

ϊ Flashlight  

 
Safety:  
 
Ž Fire Extinguisher  
Ž Passenger restraints  
Ž Cargo  restraints,  
Ž Life vests/PDFs  
Ž First Aid Kit  
Ž Survival Kit  
 
Navigation:  
 
Ž Weather briefing  
Ž NOTAMS 
Ž Maps & Charts  
Ž Databases  
 

As well as just having these 

documents on board, we also 

need be able to confirm that 

they are  all 

valid.  

P e r h a p s  

reviewing all 

documents 

a n n u a l l y , 

would be good   

exercise.  

 

P 
icture this. Youôve just 

finished an excellent slice  

of pie at your favourite 

local airport, and as you wander 

back to the ramp, you see a TC 

inspectors circling.    

Do you run 

back to the  

t e r m i n a l 

building and  

catch a bus  

home, hoping 

they will lose   

their interest  

in your now -abandoned aircraft?  

Do you greet them confidently,  

knowing that your licensing and 

operational details are in order?  

As owner -pilot of an Amateur 

Built aircraft, I set out to get a 

handle on the various items I 

need to control, ensuring  my 

airplane is safe & legal, able to 

breeze through a ramp check.  

I pass on the following info, in 

hopes that it might be useful to 

others.  

Documents  
 
Ž Pilotôs License Booklet 
Ž Endorsements or Ratings 
Ž Recency (5year; 2year; or 6month)  
Ž Radio Operator's License 
Ž Certificate of Registration 
Ž Certificate of Airworthiness  
Ž or Special C of A (Amateur Buil t )  
Ž Proof of Insurance 
Ž Interception orders 
Ž Checklists 
Ž Weight & Balance 
Ž POH or Aircraft Manual 
Ž Journey Log Book 
 
Proof of Airworthiness  
 
Ž Compliance with required and                    
Ž               scheduled maintenance      
Ž Out -of-sequence maintenance  
Ž Propeller 
Ž Compass swing card 
Ž Tachometer calibration          
Ž    (mechanical models only)   
Ž ELT batteries & recertification 
Ž Altitude encoding calibration 
Ž Snags and rectification 
 
Installed Equipment  
 
Ž Placards and Markings 
Ž       -            -as applicable  

Tɯʍ Dɼeaɩeʋ Rˉ˙ʜ Cɯeʫʔ  -by Grant Corriveau  

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
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Timberlandôs   

Lunch/Dinner       

ñPilotôs Specialò      Timberland Pub  

IV. Minimum Equipment Re-

quirements (605.14)  

All the items in the list must be 

operative. As well as the aircraft 

registration, there are other 

placards & warnings that must 

be installed.   

Usually these only become an 

issue after the aircraft has had 

work performed. (for many 

homebuilders this is an ongoing 

issue -  ask me how I knowé)  

The required placards should 

listed be in the Aircraft Manual.  

Safety Equipment:  

Fire Extinguisher -  check the 

stamp on the bottom of the 

unit. Replacement or testing is 

required at 12 year intervals. 

Also be aware that discharging 

an ñAò type dry chemical extin-

guisher in an aircraft, has seri-

ous corrosion implications.  One  

source states that the aircraft 

would have to be disassembled 

rivet -by - rivet to treat corrosion.  

So, if using a dry chemical ex-

tinguisher, use type BorC only.  

Cargo restraints and seat -belts, 

must be in good condition, & 

any cargo must be restrained.  

Life vests/PDFs -  General condi-

tion check before each flight. 

Inflatable units require annual 

inflation tests.  

Navigation Equipment:  

First Aid Kit -  inspected regular-

ly as many components may be  

time -expired. The COPA website 

includes a good list of recom-

mended equipment.  

Survival Kit -  Canadian regula-

tions basically say, ñcarry one if 

flying in conditions where it 

might be needed.ò Many good 

websites recommend contents.  

Maps & charts -  These have a 

regular expiry cycle. In Canada 

for Day VFR the latest edition is 

not required on board, BUT the 

pilot is required to have up - to -

date information, including 

weather & NOTAMS.  Note: In 

the USA, the latest/up - to -date 

charts are still required to have 

on -board.  

Databases -  if relying on them 

ensure theyôre up-to -date.  

(Disclaimer: offered only to 

help others determine their own 

situations. No warranties ex-

pressed or implied. Nothing 

here is intended to replace any 

air regulations. Do not try this 

at homeé yadda yadda yadda) 

So there you go.  Assuming we 
arenôt repeat offenders, or 
guilty of any seriously danger-
ous infractions and we show a 
willingness to respond to sug-
gestions, weôll probably get 
through a ramp check with 
nothing worse than an ñoral 
counseling.ò  That suggests so 
many jokes, that Iôll just stop 
now before I get into trouble. Ý 

-Grant Corriveau  

Checklists (printed or placards) 

for all normal phases of flight 

are required on board. Emer-

gency checklists are required.  

Interception orders: available  

inside the back pages of the 

Flight Information Supplement, 

so if we routinely carry the 

ñbrickò on board, weôre covered.  

Weight & Balance: Valid unless 

changes have been made to the 

aircraft.  Be familiar with this 

document so you can prove to 

an inspector, or anyone else, 

that you are loaded within lim-

its. Remember that violating the 

W&B, invalidates the C of A, 

which probably invalidates the 

insurance. Ouch! That could hurt . 

Journey Log Book: Entries of 

airtime & maintenance actions 

must be made to prove the 

airworthiness of the airplane.  

III. Proof of Airworthiness  

Journey Logbook entries prove 

compliance with required sched-

uled maintenance checks.  For a 

certified aircraft which is profes-

sionally maintained, thatôs all 

we need to look for. But for 

those on ownerôs maintenance, 

we need to pay attention the 

unscheduled items such as:  

Ž Propeller -  Remove for hub 

corrosion inspection at least 

every 5 years. (more frequently 

as required)  

Ž Compass swing -  annually -  

donôt forget to make up a new 

card for the compass.  

Ž Tachometer calibration 

(mechanical ñdrag cupò models) 

require annual calibration.  

Ž ELT batteries & recertification 

as required, annually.  

Ž Altitude Encoder -  bi -annual 

calibration is required.  

Ž Snags and rectification on any 

óNO GOô items - see the list of 

required equipment for VFR 

operations.  

Tɯʍ Dɼeaɩeʋ Rˉ˙ʜ Cɯeʫʔ  (c˛nˢ˔˚ʀeʋ)   -by Grant Corriveau  

O 
ver the past couple of   

summer months, the 

clubhouse roof in the 

meeting room area developed a 

leak. Elrad Schlitz got right after 

it, arming himself with a tiger 

torch, a bucket of tar & other 

paraphernalia, Voila, leak be gone.   

Brian Andrews supplied a bunch 

of wheel chocks to the NFC for 

the fuel pump area.  

Gord óSparkyô Cluchey, got after 

a tie -down electrical receptacle 

problem, then supplied/installed 

another brand new one for the 

south side airplane tie -downs.  

Gord Henne kindly provided the 

millwork required for the new 

rows of photographs to be hung 

in the centre clubhouse areas.  

John Mclintock & Darrle Schlitz 

supplied and delivered another 

load of firewood for the club.  

Ray Penner donated a couple of 

days of his time tracking down 

the elusive intermittent problem 

with the NFCôs pump number 2. 

Vital donated the PropHub, the  

wooden Spitfire & a picnic table 

which now reside at the NFC.    

The Timberlands Pub also donated   

additional picnic table umbrellas.  

 Thanks to Everyone...  

NFC Dɷoˍ˔ɶesʟ 

http://weltegroup.com/index.html
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/


 

 

 
paɮʍ ˡ˔ʥ AʣGaʟ                  

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada  

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 

I 
t was over almost before it 

even started. Piece of Cake. 

Welcome to NFC executive 

first timers; Andrea Trepanier, 

Autumn Umanetz, and Murray 

Welte who join the popular & 

largely unchanged ó11 A-Team.   

A couple of supporting roles got 

shuffled as well, Paul Ralph and 

Ken Welte were kind enough to 

volunteer their services also.   

I scanned the room looking for 

reactions to the results of the 

executive elections. Too funny. 

I think itôs going to make for an 

awesome team, & it looked like 

the whole room agreed... but  

one of the NFCôs old guard was 

doing the eye rolling thing, 

appearing like he was on the 

verge of stroking out when ñgirl 

powerò was scribbled on the 

chalkboard next to the top two 

names. Get  used to it man, it 

ainôt 1953 anymore.  

NFC Executive 2012  

 

NFC President: Barb Riddy             

Vice-President: Andrea Trepanier   

NFC Treasurer: George Irbe       

NFC Secretary: Doug Wakefield  

WebMaster: Dave Ellis  

Parking: Paul Ralph   

NFC Fuel: Ken Welte  

Membership: Autumn Umanetz  

NFC Director: Gordon Heys  

NFC Director: Ron Whyte  

NFC Director: Murray Welte  

 

Thanks to the outgoing executive 

for all their help in 2011. They all 

worked hard in making a few 

new and welcome changes to the 

club. Under their direction the 

club grew to an unprecedented 

membership. The clubôs activity 

in 2011 was noticed by all other 

flying clubs in the lower mainland 

and Vancouver Island. The NFC 

is fulfilling a mandate to promote 

aviation, as well as keep the cost 

of flying as low as possible.  

I trust 2012ôs executive will keep 

the ball rolling, providing a great 

value to NFC membership, &  the 

promoting of aviation throughout 

BC... especially so at CYCD.  Ý 

NFC Eɳecˢi˛nʟ 

O 
ur friends to the north  

have asked for a little 

assistance in a quest 

to garner additional RDN fund-

ing for the QB Airport.  

If you fly into CAT4 to eat, 

visit, get maintenance, go into 

town, # of trips in annually,  

whateveré give them a heads 

as to document all primary & 

secondary  benefits.  

Any information or stories you 

might provide on the benefit of 

this airport to the region will be  

appreciated.  

Please direct your submits to  

Trudy Coates, administrator for 

the CAT4 airport  ñhere ò. Ý 

A YȦD S˛uˁʑ Siɩˏʞ ˁh˛uʱhʠ ˛ʘ ȀǡǳI 

T 
hat time of the year for 

me again. My Medical. 

Iôm not sure why I get 

anxious about it, Iôm healthy, 

donôt have any blood pressure 

issues, but my eyes havenôt 

seen  20/20 for some 15 years 

now. My TC stamped & approved  

CAD indicates I need corrective 

lenses with me when Iôm PIC. 

One eye near -sighted, & one is 

far -sighted.  It could be worse. 

Itôs a good thing eyeglasses are 

hard to put on upside down.   

Over the years, folks in the 

same situation have offered up 

a multitude of óaidsô with which 

to ace the eye examinations. 

But I donôt know of anyone that 

would resort any such blatant 

trickeryé.  Well, maybe oneé  

Itôs somehow demeaning, stand 

there with left hand over the 

right eye you say?  

Okay, Iôll play alongé.       

Whatôs that?    Is there hawk in 

my family lineage?                

Do I fancy a carrot?             

Can I read the last three lines 

beneath  D E F P O T E C ? é 

Backwards?  Uhm...Er...Really?                               

The last three lines?           

Canôt you tell from the batch of 

random vowels I just spewed 

out that Iôve reached my ocular 

limit ?  (brain furiously trying to recall 

the row below D E F P O T E C)   

Do we really need to push on? 

Must I prove I can read Ant?  

I think not. In fact, Iôm quite 

certain thereôs no need for the 

last three lines at all. (heavy sigh)  

Cômon Doc, give me a break 

already, theyôre like the 10ô 

notch on a high bar, the lowest 

setting on your toaster, or sum 

extra room in a condom. WTF?  

(note to self -  commit last 3 

lines to memory next time)   

*You can read this? Dangé 
thatôs pretty good, why bother  
with an eye exam anyway?  

** Cômoné seriously? Are you 
like superhuman or something? 
Can you see mites on specks of 
dust & stuff?  Call Guinness cuz 
you really got something going 
on there.  

***OK, OKé now youôre just 
cheating, thereôs just no way. 

Some things simply exist to 
remind us just how inadequate 
we are. Designed to get on our 
optic nerves, if you will.  

Now how % # & @ * & is that?                                      
P.S. Read between the lines. Ý 

Hʮ˗paˢ˔˥iˢɰeʟ 

http://www.ventureaviation.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
mailto:TCoates@qualicumbeach.com?subject=CAT4%20airport%20statistics
http://www.nanaimoclippers.com/
http://www.visc.ca/


 

 

  AʣGaʟ Deɨˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 paɮʍ ɽˏʁˏʘ 
go aheadé get in some water flyingé 

www.seaplaneacademy.ca  

C˓ˠisˢmaʟ Pʆᴏʦ 

T 
hey did it. Held at the 

clubhouse a little early 

this year, but as always  

the fireplace was a snap, crack-

ling away, adding a little extra 

to the clubhouse ambience.  

The house not so mysteriously 

got decorated for the occasion, 

a tree up, lights, lotsa twinkly 

thingies hanging around on the 

tree and seemingly everywhere 

else. Elvis & Bing Crosby also 

attended by singing umm, err... 

elevator versions of Christmas 

music. Still.. in spite of that, no 

one lynched the DJ.  

The party was a hoot, a large, 

sumptuous buffet, including the  

perquisite turkey, which had all 

the foodies heaping up plates  

with this, that, and the other. 

Enough decadent desserts to 

satisfy an annual calorie count 

for anyone, and enough wine to 

satisfy Bacchus himself.   

The Christmas Tree base was 

loaded with gift -wrapped blobs, 

boxes, & dollar store gift bags.  

A NFC traditional Chinese Gift 

exchange followed din -din, the 

swap meet started by pulling 

names out a hat, your choice 

pick door number one or grab a 

prize already opened. Naturally 

some of the items traded hands 

~20 times and it took quite a 

while getting through the prezzies.  

As my uncle used to sayé ñIt 

vas a veally gud vun.ò  A few 

pics upped, see them ñhere .ò Ý  

The team had a vast tome of a 

parts catalogue but no pictures 

or drawings of the ónumbered 

onlyô parts which slowed down 

the project for a while.   

Originally the fuselage of the 

Mossie was built in two halves. 

All of the interior parts, instru-

ments, hydraulics, electrical and 

mechanical were then installed 

before the two halves were 

glued together. That was alright 

at the time it was built in 1943, 

but as a restoration, they didnôt 

have that luxury.  Mel spent the 

first three months trying to 

identify all the bits and pieces in 

the boxes, then bending tubes 

for hydraulics before it began to 

look like the venerable aircraft it 

is getting closer to being.  

This aircraft, he is confident in 

saying, will be ready to fly to its 

home in Vancouver, by late 

summer in 2012. Unfortunately, 

like the PBY, it will not fly again 

after it is ferried to its hangar at 

CYVR. As the only flyable Mos-

quito, itôs  worth a great many 

dollars, one has to balance the 

rarity of the aircraft as a muse-

um piece against risking it as a 

performer at air shows and or 

gatherings.  

ñWhat next?ò he was asked at 

the NFC Guest Speaker question 

time. ñWell... there are a few 

airframes & complete aircraft in 

the wings, as it were, to be 

refurbished and restored, so Iôll 

not be out of work for a while 

longer.ò 

Thanks for your talented insight 

into restorations and particularly  

thank you for your invitation to 

tour the project before it is 

locked away across the pond. Ý   

ððððððððð> by Mike Wilkey    

M 
el Johnstone is no 

stranger to Nanaimo,  

he spent most of the 

spring & early summer months 

preparing what we all thought 

to be a permanent fixture at 

CYCD, the big yellow bird we 

came know as  our  PBY.  

Mel, Marty Howse & others, got 

the PBY ready for what turned 

out to be its last flight.   

With much time on large classic 

amphibious aircraft in the same 

category as the Yellow Bird, he 

lifted it off for a flawless flight 

to McMinnville as itôs PIC that 

day. He related how almost 

perfectly the airframe had sur-

vived its long life, ñone of the 

best I have ever seenò, he told 

the club members and how well 

it flew at 125 Knots from CYCD, 

in fact he told the rapt audience 

that after he lifted off he set the 

throttles & just left them there 

hoping only that the gear would 

lower on command at McMin-

nville, it did, & Mel returned 

back home happy.  

Mel is now in charge of a unique 

restoration, a de Havilland Mos-

quito for an owner living in YVR.   

This Mosquito he related, is one 

that came to Canada in 1955 to 

work in a variety of roles in the 

civil arena. There were many 

problems with the restoration 

initially as it had been ñworked 

onò by several amateur groups 

and arrived with boxes of parts 

that were not labelled.  

Mʮʕ Jʺ˓nst˛ɶʍ -  by Mike Wilkeyé  continued from page one 

A˔ʞCaɩetʟ 

O 
n the topic of supporting  

aviation, the NFC slid a 

couple of bucks over to 

the Nanaimo AirCadet Program.  

Ken Welte, representing the NFC   

attended the Cadet graduation 

ceremonies 

in October,  

d o n a t i n g 

$500.00 on 

behalf of the  

NFC. Thanks 

go out to 

Ken/NFC. Ý 

http://www.seaplaneacademy.ca
https://picasaweb.google.com/101995129862224141239/NFCChristmas2011

