
 

 

S 
eptember ôs GM has our 

own óMurray Welteô, who  

will be taking us all along 

with him to the Antarctic. Well, 

ok -ok, not literally, but wonôt it 

be something to hear him 

share with us a trip of a life-

time  with NFC membership. Ý 

W 
e had  a great turnout 

at last months NFC 

GM, jam -packed with 

agenda items. The usual club 

business along with a possible 

new tenant for the upstairs 

clubhouse office area, more 

room for aircraft is required,   

preliminary planning for W&Wôs 

2013, & the welcome addition 

of seven new club members.  

After general meeting items 

were dealt with & put to bed, 

Randy ñTheBBQMeisterò got the 

eats sizzling away on the club-

house BBQ with IceCreamCone 

Desserts, appropriate to some 

outstanding August weather. 

HooHah, thanks to Chef Randy!    

Augustsô guest speaker, local 

legend Joe Howse, founder of   

Victoria Air Maintenance, a BC 

company whose specialty is in 

warbird restorations. Howse 

treated members to a rescue 

adventure of an Albatross in 

Sao Paulo, Brazil. A big thanks 

to Joe for taking the time out 

to share an interesting story. Ý 

Tɯʍ NFC C˗˃ʪh˛uɽʍ Jˉʤ Anɾeɨeɩˏnʠ  
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Jˉws˛ɵʍ aʠ ˁɯʍ NFC  

T 
ôwas a big day at the  

clubhouse. Starting off 

with a bang; a line up 

of breakfast hungry, plates in 

one hand, coffee in the other. 

Gee, it wasnôt even 08:00 yet.  

Randy Galusha, Mike Wilkey & 

Ron Whyte were busy cooking 

up a storm while watching the 

queue lengthen by the minute.     

The PBY slowly taxied out to  

RWY34, then slowly lumbered 

down the runway before lifting 

off. The old Canso returned for 

one final low & slow over the 

gathered before heading south 

with a Baron as escort. Ý 

ɽˏ˙ɺˏʞ ˃ˋʒ ˡ˃ʈ ˃ˋʒ         2 ɨˏntʟ 

Gliding was also slated for this 

weekend, but a technical snag 

with a Pawnee tow plane kept 

the gliders on the ground that 

weekend.  

Too bad, 

we had ~ 

50  ready 

to soar the Nanaimo skies, and  

the weather was outstanding. 

No matter, another NFC Glider 

Weekend will be scheduled.  

Slide to a new topic, same day, 

same place. At noon the Canso  

departed YCD for itôs new home 

in McMinnville, OR. ~100, most 

armed with cameras, watched 

as the PBY fired up her engines 

& left YCD for the last time.  

Saˢˤrdˉʦ Au˒usʠ 6ˁʑ aʠ ˁɯʍ Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ 

They kept coming and coming, 

Randy had to scramble back to 

Ladysmith for another run of 

bacon, eggs, & whatnot. But 

even all the extra fixins were 

wiped out with an excellent 

turnout for an NFC breakfast. 

Many thanks to Randy, Ron & 

Mikey... one of the best yet!  

Sunday, August  21, 2011         

NFC General Meeting@ 9:30 

Brunch served @~10:45      

Murray Welte @~11:30          

All NFC Members & Guests are 

Invited & Everyoneôs Welcome! 

ˤʘ-ofˑiˌiʨʕ 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈÙʟ Nˏwˀɳʍᴝˏʞ 

Whatôs the scoop on the 
NFC August skydiving?  

Well they tried....  

Transport OKôed it.  

Nanaimo FSS OKôed it. 

2 Skydiving Companies  
were ready, set & able.  

The airport squashed it.  

Hooperville, winner of 
multiple Darwin Awards  
is once again nominated 
ñOutstanding Idiopathy ò 
Yes...yet another golden 
opportunity for CYCD to 
raise airport profile and 
promote aviation at no 
cost, completely wasted. 
CYCD continues on with 
an inexplicable quest to 
eliminate GA, & related 
aviation activities.  

The Canadian Snowbirds  
were spotted working on 
a new airshow routine. 
It symbolizes the idiotic   
decision making, which 
has recently become a 
standard practice with   
CYCD management.  

AʣGaʟ 

http://www.nanaimoaircraftmaintenance.com/
http://www.squidoo.com/idiot-sightings
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AvGas Contributors:                                                          

Michael Wilkey, & our              

ever present, ever willing    

Canaille a la Blacksheep                                

Corporate GoodGuys:               

Airspeed High             

Cottonwood Golf Club     

McBrideôs Service Station 

Nanaimo Dive Outfitters   

The Timberland Pub    

VictoriaIslandSoaringCentre  

Wenner Electric               

AʣGaʟ          

CYCD Corporate GoodGuys:   

 BC Mountain Helicopters        

Nanaimo Aircraft Maintenance 

NavCanada Nanaimo FSS                 

The Seaplane Academy   

Venture Aviation               

Vital Aviation  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ                                    
is pleased to introduce          

New NFC Mem bers  

ñChris Brainò                                     

ñBob Deckerò                   

ñDon Halbertò                 

ñMark Melocheò              

ñCharles Schellò                 

ñPetra Sobotkaò              

ñBrian Zettsò                   

Welcome Aboard!  

Rˤ˙˔naˢi˛nʟ ᴗ ʆ Mᴇɳˏʦ Foʺʕ 

W 
ow, I asked for a little 

feedback, & yuôall came 

through in spades.  A big 

thank you to everyone that took the 

time to send off both commentary 

and grading in last months on -line  

questionnaire.  All were appreciated.  

The NFC is being noticed from near 

& afaré more from afar. Kinda cool.  

163 readers were kind enough to do 

the on -line thing for a head count & 

of those, only 42 are based here at 

YCD. Ya. ~3x as many readers are  

hanging out at dromes other than   

Nanaimo. Who cares? Well I do, and 

if nothing elseé  it strokes my ego.   

One interesting commentary came 

from Lou Wise, about one of the 

monthly mystery aeroplanes; 

Seems to me that's a Stinson 

105. See the attached article 

which is part of a book titled 

"My Piece of the Sky" which  I 

hope (and plan) to finish one 

day. It's a story about flying 

the type when I first soloed in 

the spring of 1941. (Turned 90 

in April and still fly my Chero-

kee 180, as recently as yester-

day, when  I was doing some 

low - level oblique aerial photog-

raphy for Toronto Region Con-

servatory)  

The on - line survey also drew a 

fair bit of commentary on CYCD 

& itôs management. Go figure. 

Get thisé. there are pilots óstillô 

avoiding YCD, for reasons both 

expected & not .  

If I were one of those that got 

blindsided with jaw -dropping &  

retroactive landing fee bills, I  

would have protested like many 

others, by simply not returning 

to YCDé ever.  Expected right? 

Vote with your dollars; no fuel,   

counts, restaurants, hotel, golf,  

rentals, customs, whatever else 

one would normally stop in for.  

OK, OK, so YCD management 

eventually stopped the landing 

fees after stupendous confusion 

& policy waffling, admitting a 

brain phart of the ninth order. 

They managed to wipe off some 

egg by rescinding fees... Sorta.  

But it seems they didnôt contact 

everyone that was billed, & let 

them know it was a massive  

mistake.  Some commentary on 

the landing fees are as follows:  

It doesnôt matter how cheap 

your fuel is, as long as Nanaimo 

charges landing fees, Iôll never 

ever go there for anything.  

 I will return to Nanaimo only 

when the city also charges 

tourists with motorhomes a fee 

to enter the city. How can the 

city possibly charge aircraft to 

land, itôs not fair and I refuse to 

support any airport that has 

unfair, screwy fees/taxes.   

A landing fee is nonsense, you 

should prepare a petition for 

the City of Nanaimo, asking for 

the fees to be removed and a 

secondary  item on the petition 

asking for the resignation of 

everyone that had a hand in itôs 

implementation. What are they 

thinking? Lose the dope!  

Inc˛˙˔nʐ 

Dope? Too funnyé Did they 

mean Hooper or LasquitiGold? 

These folks got a few details 

wrong, yet the point they make 

is crystal clear.  

The damage that Hooperville 

caused attempting to augment 

itôs revenue stream with an ill-

conceived & bungled policy for  

petty cash was considerable & 

Hooperville fails to mitigate the 

fallout to this very day.  

Some local folks commented on 

many other items, but thereôs  

not nearly enough room for all.  

óTHANKYOUô to all that took a sec 

to play along. 1 more for kicks;  

I was going to suggest that  

the weather cam should be 

available on the NFC website, 

but I was just on - line and now 

see a link to it.  That camera is 

great, I use it often.   Ý 

http://www.vitalaviation.ca/index.htm
http://www.visc.ca/


 

 

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ Mˏʸɧˏʞ Inˡiʱhtʟ 

 Mysɾˏˠʦ A˔rˌrʆᴒ 

G 
oofy looking bird huh?  

Itôs not as oddball as it 

might first appear either 

cuz weôve -allï seen this one in 

the movies, literallyé. Believe 

everyone (unless your younger 

than a fine scotch) has watched 

this bird fly. Soé ze first one in 

with the stuff gets a wee little 

ósome kindaô out of Riddyôs tickle 

trunk. MadMax wishes kismet. 

SendôemTo:  avgas@email.com  
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NFC         

ñPilotôs Special        

fees & food  

E 
asy, hard, easy, harder, 

easy, easy, easy. Well 

this one attracted some 

35 correct answers, but the 

first one through the gate was 

the NFCôs 

very own 

Ron Kusch.  

One more 

s c r e w 

c a p p e d  

bottle of Riddyôs finest grog 

patiently awaits Ron at the NFC 

clubhouse. Congratulations!  

This high wing, Mooney tailed 

airplane is an Aero Commander  

Au˒usʠÙʟ Sʺ˗uˢi˛ʘ 

variously known as the Darter 

Commander, Lark Commander, 

it was a light aircraft produced 

throughout the 60s. Originally 

by Volaircraft ,  first in 1960 . A 

3-seat version óVolaire 1035ô, & 

a 4 -seat óVolaire 1050ô with a  

bigger engine. Rockwell bought    

the design in ó65, producing a 

Darter Commander until 1969, 

then the Lark Commander was 

in production up until 1971 . Ý 

C 
herokee for sale. 1967 

PA- 28 - 180D,1730TT  

 Fresh interior, glass & 

paint. MK12,Mk12A,VOR,ADF, 

modeC, 4probeEGT, Electric 

Trim, fresh annual, no corrosion 

low time, clean aircraft, $45K. 

Ron Whyte 250 -246 -4034, or 

srwhyte@shaw.ca   

AʣGaʟ Clasˡʒᴫedʟ 

A 
 ñTò hangar rental unit 

in Mustang Hangars, at 

CYCD is now available. 

Rates quoted are: $300/month, 

or $3000/year. More details?   

Contact: Mr. Gordon Heys, at 

250.758.8695 gaheys@shaw.ca  

M 
adillôs hangar at CYCD  

is up for sale. Details? 

Send Russ Lougheed 

a note at: lougheed@cnw.com   

G 
rrrreat avionics for sale!

Silver Crown King panel 

being parted out, all 

serviceable, tagged and all in  

mint condition. K89B (IFRGPS)   

KI525A (HSI), KA51B (Slaving 

accessory), KG -102A (Slaved 

DG), KTM -112 (Flux detector) 

KX155 -39 (Nav/Com)  KI -256 

(AI/Flight Director)  KAS -297B 

(Altitude preselect) interested?  

email ->  bkrasowski@shaw.ca   

L 
ightSpeed 25XL $300.00 

GarminGPS 295 $300.00 

& Entry Level Headsets, 

$50.00 each. avgas@email.com  

T 
wo Gill 24V aircraft 

batteries, ó242ô original 

boxes dry, never used.  

$150 ea. obo avgas@email.com   

N 
arco predigital NAVCOM 

with remote indicating 

ARC (Cessna) IN -514B 

VOR / LOC Indicator. Removed, 

tagged serviceable, $200 obo. 

enquiries: avgas@email.com   

T 
im Simpson moved to 

Lantzville, from Alberta  

6mths ago, & bought a 

really sweet RV -6A 2mths ago.  

 

 

 

 

   

Tim has a PPL & is working on  

Night and Float Endorsements, 

keeping his new bird at one of 

CYCDôs south side hangars. Ý 

S 
hannon Maurer is both a 

new & old NFC member. 

He recently re - joined the 

NFC after a few years hiatus.  

 

 

 

 

 

Shannonôs flying a Comanche 

these days, itôs mainly used as 

a commuter, travelling to and 

fro to work on the mainland. Ý 

 

B 
rad Porter is one of the 

NFC frequent flyers, & it 

seems heôs always got 

his bird flying somewhere.    

 

 

 

 

 

Brad keeps his GRS parachute 

equipped ñadvanced ultralightò 

Challenger at Nanaimo airport, 

in one of the NFC T -hangars. Ý 

http://www.wennerelectric.com/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=Mystery%20Aircraft%20Solution
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://www.cottonwoodgolfcourse.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aero_Commander_%28aircraft_manufacturer%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aero_Commander_%28aircraft_manufacturer%29
http://www.airspeedhigh.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volaircraft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1960_in_aviation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971_in_aviation
mailto:srwhyte@shaw.ca
mailto:gaheys@shaw.ca?subject=T-Hangar%20for%20Sale/Rent
mailto:lougheed@cnw.com?subject=Hangar%20for%20Sale
mailto:bkrasowski@shaw.ca?subject=Encore%20Avionics
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=stuff%20for%20sale
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=stuff%20for%20sale
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=stuff%20for%20sale


 

 

paɮʍ f˛ˤʞ Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ 

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada   

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

AʣGaʟ                  

 
regional area                            

100LL fuel pricing  

cost  

per  

litre  

delta   

per  

litre  

savings     

on 200  

litres  

savings     

on 125    

litres  

savings     

on 75     

litres  

CYXX Abbotsford  1.85  $.46  $  92   $  58   $  35  

CZBB Boundary Bay  2.17  $.78  $156   $  97  $  58  

CYBL Campbell River  2.07  $.67   $134   $  84   $  50  

CYCW Chilliwack  1.78  $.39   $  78   $  49   $  29  

CAH3 Courtney Air Park  1.67  $.28   $  56   $  35   $  21  

CAK3 Delta Air Park  1.62  $.23   $  46   $  29   $  17  

CAM3 Duncan  1.65  $.26  $  52   $  33   $  19  

CYKA Kamloops  2.10  $.71   $142   $  89   $  53  

CYLW Kelowna  2.17  $.78   $156   $  97   $  58  

CYNJ Langley  1.81  $.42   $  84   $  53   $  32  

CAR3 Lillooet  1.93  $.54   $108   $  68   $  41  

CYCD Nanaimo  1.64  $.25   $  50   $  31   $  19  

CYCD Nanaimo Flying Club Non -Member  1.57  $.18   $  36   $  23   $  13  

CYCD  Nanaimo Flying Club Members  1.39      

CYCD Oliver  1.79  $.40   $  80   $  50   $  30  

CYYF Penticton  1.76  $.37   $  74   $  46   $  28  

CYPK Pitt Meadows  1.73  $.34   $  68   $  43   $  26  

CYSB Port Alberni  1.78  $.39   $  78   $  49   $  29  

CYZT Port Hardy  1.81  $.42   $  84   $  53   $  32  

CYPW Powell River  2.35  $.96   $192   $120   $  72  

CYDC Princeton  1.70  $.31   $  62   $  39   $  23  

CAT4 Qualicum/Parksville  1.87  $.48   $  96   $  60   $  36  

CYQZ Quesnel  1.85  $.46   $  92   $  58   $  35  

CAP3 Sechelt  1.70  $.31   $  62   $  39   $  23  

CYAZ Tofino  1.75  $.36   $  72   $  45   $  27  

CYVK Vernon  1.72  $.33   $  66   $  41   $  25  

CYYJ Victoria  2.20  $.81   $162   $101   $  61  

CYYJ Victoria Flying Club  1.95  $.57   $114   $  71   $  43  

avg  Average Regional Area Cost  1.84  $.45   $  90   $  56   $  34  

100LL fuel pricing updated August 30, 2011    corrections needed? ðð>   avgas@email.com  

NFC MEMBERSHIP DUES $120/YR  

Hey Hoop! Iôm feeling so good 

right nowé   Iôll cut the lawn!  

Tôwas an outstanding day with TC.  

My, my, myéall the gravel over 

the south -side taxiways, & the 

north -side taxiways lined with 

gravel, the apathetic response 

to gate security, incompetent 

response & astonishing delays 

in response to runway incidents 

& accidents, the lack of water 

or sewer on site, Johnny -on - the 

Spots, it all took some time to 

cover these problems at YCD.  

I found myself warming to TCôs  

(very polite & most interested 

in issues I had to comment on) 

Enforcement types. I took this  

TC enthusiasm to learn more 

about CYCD to heart, and even 

took some extra time out of my 

day, just to help TC understand 

the numerous challenges that 

all pilots faced out here at YCD.  

TC Enf˛rɨˏɵˏnʠ rˉ˙pʟ aʠ CYȦD  

O 
n Friday, August 26, TC  

Enforcement was doing 

ramp checks on aircraft 

coming into the NFC for fuel.   

Both TC types were very polite,  

insisting this visit was routine & 

not prompted by anything nor 

anyone specific.  

They both insisted Hooper, nor 

the airport had anything to do 

with it.  Okiedokie.   

But I laughed & laughed & had  

to laugh yet more... when TC 

took great interest in the huge 

ditch parallel taxiway Charlie, 

they also noticed the óextremely 

tightlyô cornered taxi lights. It 

seems everyone other than 

airport management sees these 

as accidents waiting to happen.  

We chatted for quite a while on 

the topic of safety, and I was 

delighted to be given a timely 

opportunity to point out several  

other safety issues leaseholders 

& pilots have right here at YCD.  

I had a great afternoon.  

They were previously unaware 

of Hooper's indirect, unspoken 

pressure on Jazz pilots flying 

into YCD. (with unquestionably 

idiotic advertisements claiming 

YCD was óall weatherô) Another 

accident just waiting to happen. 

Despite Hoopsterôs parrot like 

squawking about safety, other 

than posting signs stating the 

obvious, HF (Human Factors) &   

real comprehension of safety 

issue arenôt exactly paramount.   

Also discussed at length, was  

Human Factors & the significant 

role that YCD mis -management 

played in the W&Wôs accident.   

We chatted about airport plans 

to close the infield. Itôs touted 

by YCD management (landing 

on grass) as a safety issue, but 

we all know thatôs a merely a 

thinly veiled excuse to save a 

couple of bucks not to mow the  

lawn. If anything, nixing the 

infield removes a safety option  

pilots have, not to mention the  

training implications... and both 

affect safety adversely.   

Then we touched on one of my 

favourite topics.  The terminal.  

Now I know Enforcement wonôt 

get involved with Hooperôs pipe 

dream & the incredible waste of 

taxpayers money thrown at 

concrete 737 aprons, gigantic  

customs area, yada -yada -yada,  

but we shared a laugh or three.  

Ok, so this conversation may 

sound one sided, but not so. TC 

Enforcement was kind enough 

to detail just what they were 

looking for and why it matters. 

They were persuasive, winning   

me overé completely. TC made 

it quite clear that YCD was not 

being singled out for ramp 

checks, however, TC also made 

it clear that all airport safety 

issues, at any airport operation 

would be addressed in due time 

by the appropriate TC officials.   

So Hooper needn't worry, TC 

wonôt single out YCD, his ramp 

check will be routine too! Ý 

mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=avgas%20stuff
http://fs21.formsite.com/albrust/form2/index.html
http://www.bcmh.ca/
mailto:avgas@email.com?subject=fuel%20pricing
http://www.nanaimodiveoutfitters.ca/


 

 

  AʣGaʟ Sˏpɾˏʸɧˏʞ 20˫1 paɮʍ ᴬʁʍ 
Timberlandôs 

Lunch/Dinner       

ñPilotôs Specialò      Timberland Pub  

3 times is supposed to be 

a charm right? Uhm OK. 

A 3rd attempt to tackle 

Vargas was made, but weather 

is fickle, giving everyone in BC 

CAVU conditionsé all except for   

Vargas with 400ô overcast.  

So the large group of intrepid 

aviators that gathered Sunday 

morning at the NFC clubhouse 

decided to do the weenie roast 

thing at Gillies Bay instead.  

Had interesting enroute chatter 

on a pre -briefed frequency, early 

arrivals lined Gillies Bay asphalt 

parking areas, with later arrivals 

slowly populating infield areas.  

A couple of portable BBQôs were  

fired up, the chef du jours began 

to prepare eats for our peckish 

group, before they dispersed to 

wherever. Several hiked the trail 

down to the oceans edge, others 

went into Van Anda, Laurie/John  

(lol) just disappeared for a while.   

Six mainland based aircraft also 

made the effort along with us, 

thanks to those folks, & special 

thanks to Peter Olivieri, making 

yet another attempt to do the 

beach at Vargas. Peter has been 

flying out of CYPK since 1957. 

Heôs tried multiple times, but 

has always been weathered out. 

Peter appreciated a last minute  

attempt, we zoomed to Vargas 

later on that afternoon. The fog 

was mostly gone, but high tides 

nixed landing, & Peter donated 

$50 to the NFC for itôs efforts. A 

few pics upped, seeôem ñhereò.Ý 

Hasˢ˔ngʟ F˗ʦ- Iʘ 

Vˉrgaʟ Iˀlˉnʋ ˏɼectʟ F˗˨˔nʐ Foʐ Fˏnɨʍ  

T 
hey held their annual 

Fly- In on August 27th.   

Itôs ~1600ô grass strip 

with a gentle rise on rwy27, 

terrain & trees on the west end 

make it one -way in, with a óno 

overshoots allowedô runway. 

We landed ~11:30,  everything 

was already well underway, ~25 

aircraft parked along the south 

side of the airstrip.  It was good 

fun to chat with everyone milling 

about, armed with a camera in 

one hand and hotdog in another.   

Nanaimo pilots made up a good 

portion of those participating, 

with 7 NFC aircraft making the   

trip over to North Pender Island.  

Hastings Field is a wonderful 

place, chock full of interesting 

automobiles, aircraft & people.     

The good folks at Hastings put 

on a great, enjoyable little fly - in. 

Thank you for the hospitality!  

A few pics upped, seeôem  óhereô. Ý 

Misɨʮʶlˉɶe˛uʟ Sˢʢᴳ 

G 
ood stuff here, firstly the 

Cadets are planning to 

utilize the NFC clubhouse 

for a little noodle improvement, 

new member 

ñBrian Zetts ò 

is an instructor   

& will teach a  

ground school 

for the Cadet 

Program on a  

few upcoming  

evenings.  

T 
he NFC exec floated the 

idea of acquiring a crew 

car for all visiting pilots.  

Itôs a pro-active move and not 

without drawbacks, but the use-

fulness to occasional visitors will 

be very popular, & we all know 

from experience, pilots support 

those places that treat óem right.  

The best flying club in BC just 

got a wee bit better.  

C 
utting grass around the 

NFC is always a drag, 

so keeping the grounds 

around tie -down areas looking 

neat & tidy can sometimes be a  

challenge. Access & ownership 

of an existing club ride -on lawn 

mower is in question, thus the 

NFC decided to acquire itôs own. 

Another typical task graciously 

taken on by NFC Director (Ron 

Whyte) of Oddball Stuff. Thanks!  

The NFC exists on a ñvolunteerò 

basis, so thatôs good news for 

everyone. Itôll be a lot easier for  

all members to look after larger 

areas, along with a newer push 

mower to deal with maintenance 

around aircraft tie -down areas, 

club buildings & the fuel pumps.   

V 
ital Aviation is holding a 

fall - time Ground School 

for primary students at 

the NFC starting September 8th, 

running classes every Tuesday & 

Thursday evenings 19:00 -21:45.  

NFC Members are welcome to sit 

in for a little refresher & take in 

some TC approved noodle work.  

Classroom itineraries are to be 

posted at the NFC, when theyôre   

made available. Thanks Vital, &   

welcome to all new students! Ý 

NFC 1974 

I 
n 1974 a NFC C -172 rented 

at out at $14/hr, and taking 

open beer in club planes was 

discouraged. NFC dues $24/yr. 

In todays bucks? The VFC rents 

a C-172 at $220/hr, comparable 

club dues would be $1,885.71.  

The NFC landlease was $375/yr.  

The DOT proposed a crosswind 

runway for CYCD. It was to run    

~45 degrees, centred on 16 -34.  

At that time, NFC President Ken 

Griffith acquired first option for 

future expansion on a 100ôx120ô 

lot adjacent to the clubhouse. 

(now the NFC Tee -Hangars) Ý 

18 aircraft & ~35 folks made the 

sojourn out and made good use 

of the picnic area out on Tex-

ada. It was probably the largest 

fly - in  that Texada never had.  

http://www.timberlandpub.com/
http://www.timberlandpub.com/
https://picasaweb.google.com/101995129862224141239/VargasTexada
https://picasaweb.google.com/101995129862224141239/HastingsFlyIn


 

 

 
paɮʍ ˡ˔ʥ Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ AʣGaʟ                  

As well as ongoing flight train-

ing, sheôs working on a Level 3 

First Aid ticket & hopes to join 

the one of the lower mainland 

CASARA groups, to add to her 

growing resume.  

Petra has taken most of this 

summer off from training, to 

simply enjoy flying and visiting 

clubs like the NFC. She flew 

into YCD last month and was, 

ñthrilled to see the enthusiasm 

& variety of events the club has 

to offer all levels of pilotsò.  

Her goal is to trade in her Piper 

for a Long EZ as soon as her 

commercial license is complet-

ed, so that she can get around 

the west country a little more 

quickly & more often, as she 

says there will be fewer litres to 

put into the tank. She loves the 

Long EZ and has already been 

checked out in the model she 

hopes to bring back to Canada 

one of these days.  

Meanwhile her mining industry 

job takes her to some back-

country strips in the interior 

and the islands giving her more 

skills and experience. We hope 

she will put some of these skills 

& experience to good use in our 

September Poker Run, Vargas 

Fly-Outs and the upcoming NFC  

Wilkey Cup in October.  

If she needs a good bombardier 

Iôll fly with her. Ý     - Mike Wilkey  

Nˉnˉ˔mʙ F˗˨˔nʐ C˗˃ʈ N˛˥ʒ  -by Mike Wilkey  

W 
arm welcome to the  

Nanaimo Flying Clubôs 

very newest member, 

óPetra Sobotkaô. Sheôs a 260hr 

Private Pilot from Vancouver,  

and bases her Cherokee 140 at  

the Langley Airport.  

aFlying-Pig  
Poker -Run 
Pie -In Fly -In 

Hosted by the NFC  

Saturday, September 10th. The 
PokerRun begins at NooN. A 
NFC Clubhouse BBQ at 5pm.  

Pot- luck desserts please... your 
specialty pies of course!  

You have 10 local airports to 
choose from, so just pick out 4 
of the following to pick up your 
winning poker hands:  

Langley                          
Boundary Bay                   

Abbottsford                         
Pitt Meadows                       

Duncan                              
Port Alberni                       

Victoria                          
Courtney AirPark                
Qualicum Beach             

Sechelt  

Beat that. Nice huh? Everyone 
has 10 options, you get to pick 
any 4 airports of your choice. 
Then go do your thing... and 
pick up your last poker card at 
the NFC clubhouse BBQ.  

Prizes to be awarded between  
dinner & dessert. Speaking of 
dessertsé uhmé hoping the 
Langley contingent makes a big 
showingé. yummy!  

Inviting all flying clubs / pilots 
to participate, & everyone is  
welcome to join in the fun!  
Visiting pilots may tank up at 
NFC Member pricing Saturday.  
Canôt do the poker run? Come 
on out for the BBQ anyway!   

Details available on - line, click  
ñhere ò or check it yourself at  
www.nanaimoflyingclub.org  

Questions?                           
No problemé.  Mike Wilkey has 
all the answers...   ping him at:  
          africa@shaw.ca  

think ya got game? good,          

then prove it.                                                  

comments,                  

submissions,                                        

and opinions;                         

send the whole enchilada  

to: avgas@email.com           

even take yer bastinado,        

doubledareyaé                    

and for those sin huevos,      

slide it over: incognito  

Before discovering the joy of 

flight Petra played guitar for 20 

years & still fronts a successful 

Vancouver band. That of 

course is not her day job, she 

mixes two occupations, a film 

post production audio engineer 

and mining industry logistics 

manager both of which, she 

hopes to exchange for a full 

time career as a professional 

pilot.  

Petra came to the west coast 

from the Czech Republic via 

Germany and the other end of 

Canada. Whilst in the Czech 

Republic, she excelled in rifle 

target shooting, winning many 

medals as a Cadet in the Pio-

neers. ñWell there was little 

else to do as a young person 

living under the communists,ò 

she told us.  

In Canada she puts her rifle 

skills to good use as a hunter 

and is proud to have achieved 

expertise cutting and wrapping 

game meat, which she enjoys 

in various recipes, ñstews are 

very good and easy to makeò.  

She enjoys cooking but admits 

she is not a very good baker.  

She bought the Cherokee 140 

to train as a pilot last October 

& is steadily working her way 

to a commercial license, then 

on to a multi IFR endorsement. 

Already, Petra has flown the 

Piper 140 to Oshkosh & back.  

Want one of these  WayCool  NFC tee-shirts?
EasyPeasy  -  �R�Q�O�\���������E�X�F�N�V���J�H�W�V���\�R�X���R�Q�H�h��������������
Send a request  to :     avgas @ email . com 

http://www.ventureaviation.com/

