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For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,’
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be:
Saw the heavens fill with commerce,
Argosies of magic sails,
Pilots of the purple twilight,
dropping sown with costly bales.

Far Left Cormer of Picture reads:
From "Locksley Hall"

by Alfred Lord Tennyson - 1842

60 years before the first flight.

(On the ceiling at a Air Terminal in New Zealand)



1ike to thank the following for their contributions of
tion, memorabilia, and pictures in regards to the Nanaimo
Club's History.
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ary Matthews; Audrey & Harry McCracken; Bob & Perk Stacey;
zrome Harrison; Dave Garbutt; Malaspina College Library Micro-
: epartment, (Nanaimo Free Press); John Morris; Mary Race and

“nout these sources much of the information amongst the following
zz2z223 would not have materialized. Thanks for making it possible!

© zpologize for all errors and omissions. They were not done in-
temtionally.

Tzz2se accept this as my gift to the Nanaimo Flying Club on the
50th Anniversary.

IRMA ERHART



H.B. "BUS" MATTHEWS
FOUNDER OF THE NANAIMO FLYING CLUB
1945




NANAIMO FLYING CLUB"S FIRST 50 YEARS
1946 -~ 1996

By Irma Erhart
T inning of the Manaimo Flying Club started in the head of H.B. "Rus"
s, &, R.C.ALF. Flight Lieutenant of the Znd World War. During the summer
. shortly after his retwrn to Nanaimo, he, his wife Mary, friend Bill
o and Bill's wife were inspecting the landing strip at Cassidy near Nanaimo
«nen "Bus” came up with the idea. The paved runway had been built during the
wzr by the military, ca. 1942 and was used to train glider pilots. How it was
snzndonded. Why not use it to train civilians how to £ly?7?77

* took his idea to business friends. They liked it and supported "Bus".
would be the first civilian flying club on the island! & none-profit
croznization to promote flying. The best evidence of how "Bus" planned, and
‘orm=d the club can be found in the articles that were published in the HNansimo
=2 Press during 1945 and 1944. These clippings are on the following paoes.

mowm

Jmce "Bus® had the interest of the general public, he sought approval from both,

wznzisc and Ladysmith councils that land was available at the © idy Alrport
sor zuch a project. Next, was to secure members, elect officers, proceed with

lzzzlities of obtaining a federal charter, and purchasing aircraft.
=r clippings reveal that the club was first referved to, as Nanaimo and
zland Flying Clubjy next, Nanaimo and District Flying Club, and finally,

n= Manzimo Flying Club. This was the name chosen and used on the

:zzlicztion for Letters Fatent. Membership fees were $25.00 with annual dues,
$20.70 %o Soin the newly formed club.

Trz first officers of the club were Fresident, Frank Honey; Vice Fresident, Dr.
_azrrv Giovando; secretary, Bob Stacey. Directors were: H.B. "Bus" Matthews;
2111 Fowers: Norman Corfield and Jack Bateman and these are the names that
zzpezrad on the application for the Letters Fatent. The Nanaimo Flying Club
same was zccepted in a letter dated 10 of December, 1945. Draft form of Letter
Fatent was drawn up 13 of January, 1944, entered in Register, 4 of February,
LF4: 2o recorded in Ottawa & of February, 1946, by the Honourable James Joseph
=zlznn, 2cting Secretary of State of Canada. The Nanaimo Flying Club had 1t7s
Wothisg awch was left at the Cassidy Airport after the military had lefi. There

w23 the orginzl farm house and barns, & another house, & pump house, and = =

== clut meabers moved one of the homes & little north of midwzay znd closer ic
tme tzrmzc. This would be the Club Hoyse. They renovated it, putiing 1in
zlsciricty and bathroom facilities. They had & coffee bar in it zand later sold
coffee and doughnuts, etc., on weekends. This added a few pennies-to the club’s
coffer @when Duesen Charlotte Airlines was established and began flying out of
wzmzimo, lzier in 1944, a portion was leased to them.

)



One or both Tiger Moths, orginally were air force aircraft and had been at
Frince Albert, Saskatchewan. Norm Corfield financed their purchase and his Loan
wis paid by the Club. The planes were in Vancouver before coming to Nanaimo.
They cost $1,500.00, had 920 horse power motors and used eight gallons of Fuel
per hour and one and & quarter quarts of oil. Sometimes the aircraft ran out of
0il before fuel. The club members converted the old barn on the airport, and
this is where they hangared the aircraft. Rates to fly the Tiger Moths weres:
$8.00 soloy and $12.00, duel. The club advertised Scenic Flights and many
reople experienced their first flight in an aircraft during 1946.

"Bus" held Nanaimo Flying Club membership card No. 1. His friend Bill Fowers
who "Bus" talked into taking flying lessons held card No. 2. FEill would be the
first Nanaimo Flying Club pilot to fly with a disability. He had lost part of
his leg. Bill lived at Ladysmith, BC and passed away 1995,

"Bus" instructed multi-engine for the club when ever that was required. Two
known pilots that "Bus" instructed to fly twin engine were Jack Beban and Tom
Garner. There were more, but names are not khown at this time.

Although "Bus" had a business to run he spent & great deal of time out at the
airport during 1946, and his wife Mary would be out every Sunday helping. That
is when people would come out either to go up in a plane or just sit back and
watch the goings on at the airport. It really hasn’t changed that much during
the past 50 years, people still enjoy watching aicraft fly and often weekends is
when you”ll find them at some airport enjoying take-offs and landings.

According to newspaper clippings "Bus" took over the responsibilities of
secretary too. June, 1946 clipping mentions "Bus" as secret«ry

"Bus" and Mary left Nanaimo in 1947 but one and half years later they moved to
Duncan, BC. Again he became involved with the club from 1952 to 1959. During
this time he received a Honoury Life Membership. The certificate read: "HONOURY
LIFE MEMBER NANAIMO FLYING CLUB HOWARD E. MATTHEWS June 15, 1955 Fresented
in recognition of his services to Nanaimo Flying Club at its inception and over
the succeeding years as a member of the executive. It had the Nanaimo Flying
Club seal on it and was signed by John W. Fraser, FRESIDENT: and J. L. Harrison,
SECRETARY." He also received a small engraved plagque sometime during his
involvement which read "H.B. Matthews Founder Nanaimo Flying Club." Eelow that
was the date. It was attached to an airforce picture of "Bus" and had been
hanging in the clubhouse Mary Matthews said. In 1959 "Bus" and Mary moved
again. He flew until 19460 and he passed away in 1972,
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KEEN INTEREST Prpaite

[N FLYING CLUB
LOCAL PROJECT

¥ Nanaimo persons keenly

~tgresied in formation of a local
Lving club attended a Tuesday cev-
eming mecting in City Council
Crhembers. Mayor Jameson of La-
:.-; ' also  attended. “Bus”
Mallliows, flying veteran of the
Second Great War  occupiced the

and an active backer of the
another “Bus™ Mat-

e was

) Also In attendance
o former pilots, all hold-
on rickets,” which show-
ould put any formative flving
ver 1o o good take-off.
Discussions indicaed that o gen-
cral desire to create the nucleus of
: aviation organization as
soeedily as possible existed. A ten-
Uwe roster of membership also
showed that 37 local ex-R.C.AYF.
sersonnel and local civilions wish-
o e sprout wings were keen to
serucipate and willing to collabor-

local

T

‘2 m the formative period of such

s IS

& Reports following inves-
szaton revealed that suitable lund
area s now  obtainable, and that
sorh w fOving club as that under

proposal might expect considerable
comsederation {from the authorities

the  matter  of machines and
rguipenent supply.

A “lact-finding” committee was
'ﬁt‘;d when the desired fur-
wformation has been assem-
verified, another, public
will be called to further

——
-

»
-

s, fying veteran of the First |

|
I?

'

Ceating that every means of encour-1

“and have decided that the time is
'now ripe to fornn i Nanaimo Fly-

Ao LSS
FLYING CLUB

FOR NANAIMO
PLANS AFOOT

The boys who sprouted wings in
R.C.A.I. service are getting rest-
less and too-carthbound. They
want to fly again, and they also
want to teach clvilinns suited for
aviation how o fly also.

‘There are about forty ex-fliers
and ex-Air Force men now in Na-!
naimao, among them being at least
a half-dozen wheo hold pilot rating,
and ns many a8bre fully qualified
instructors in service. They have
been getting their heads together,)

ing Club,

At 7:30 next Tuesday night,. in
City Council Chiinbers, these lads
will hold their first meeting, invit-
ing.all interested persons from the
Duncan and Ladysmith areas to
Join them also.

Heading the initial steps of or-
anization  are two " tus” Mat-
thews. One 1s a veteran flier ot
the First Greal War, the second @
flight licutenant  of the  Scecond
Great  War.,  They are excerting
cvery energy to oyt the interested
folks together, and already have had
intimation tnat at aseast titty locul
persons interested in aviation willl
join the moverment at the meceting
next luesday.

Now 1s the right time to orgunized
beease of government encourages
ment.  From time-to-time infor-
mation has come from Ottawi indi-

agement will bagsgtended to suchl
loval Flying Club- even o the
point ol equipment  tor training.
All civilians are nvited to partici-|
pate on Tuesday evenmny
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BOARD DEEMS s
FYING CLUB 1%
A GOOD MOVE

In the opinion of the ‘Nanaimo
Board of Trade organization here
the Nanaimo and District Flying
Club is decidedly a good move
which should be generally encour-
aged. Two Board members have
attended initial meetings held by
the Flying Club charterites in City
Council = chambers, Today at
luncheon they reported on the ac-
tivities, program and progress of
the newly formed body expressing
every opinion that it will meet with
unqualified  success if glven the
proper amount of public support,

It was apparent  from  discus~
sions ot PFlying Club gatherings,
they said, that by municipal col-
laboration between Nanaimo and
Eadysmith the Cassidy Airport
pré@nises will be ultimately avail-
able for both training and com-
mercial airways usage. Financ-
ing essential to sceuring three air-
planes necessary for training pur-
poses at nominal cost is proceed-
ing and businessmen interested in
the future of aviation here are to
be given opportunity -to co-oper-
ate, it was said.

FLYING CLUB IS
SEEKING CHARTER

! Nanaimo’s Flying Club interests
:took a big forward jump at an or-
ganization meeting held Thursday
night at the Cily Hall. A slate of
dircctors was appointed, headed by
Frank Honey. These directors will
1 proceed forthwith with nomination
‘of first officers and formalitics
connccted with charter application.
Mr. Lionel Beevor Potts has con-
sented to procecd with the legal
aspects  of charter-application un-
der dominion and provincial re-
quirements. ' :

It was announced that, weather

(CITIES JOIN

permitting, a  Tiger-Moth  two-
scater plane will come to Nanaimo
on Sunday next, and “taxi” rides
for the basic membership of the
club will be provided.

. The club’s directorate personnel
'is as follows: Frank Honey, Dr.
Larry Giovando, Norm. Courficld,
Bill Power, Bob Staccy, Jack Batc-
man and “Bus” Matthews.

The drive for membership is
meeting with success, stress being
laid on the fact that not only cx-
R.C.A.F. personnel, but civilians of;
both scxes desiring to qualify for)
aviation may become members of
: the local club.

— —_——— i
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IN CASSIDY
AIRPORT PLAN

The cities of Ninaimo ;uu#"!.mly-
l..mnlll have officially Joined hands
in the

vive _Goledfor civil aviatiog of the
Hutare.  Mavor Muir with al) the
aldermen went to Ladysmith * on
Thursday nieht tor o session with
Mayvor Jamicson and s council,
A commitiee was formed COMpris-
g two aldermen from each city,
with the mayors of hoth acting ex-
offi¢io, und this group will be
charged with dixcovering exgetly
what is entailed in the joint-city,
onterprise, .

The  Namnmo delegation togk
with them Mr, Stanley A Sh:xrp}‘,
president of Brisbane Aviation of.
Vancouver. Hix*company is defin-
itely interested. in Vancouver Is-

] project of securing the Cas- |
sidy Airport as a mutually operi- |

land aviation.zand he was able to

valuable and practical’ information
as 1o npt-ruliun and airports,

The Nanaimo and’ District Flying
Club which is procecding rapidly
in concrete formation, with in-
rination of a directorate and mem-
bership roll campaign in full blast,
will be fally considered in plans
which the civie officials make for
the Cassidy Airport project.

give the municipal gathering much i«

OCF 12, 49¥S~
FLYING CLUB
HAS ORDERED
TRAINER PLANE

Nanaimo and District Flying
Club already has on order the
first De Haviland Moth aircraft
which it will use for ultimate train-
ing purposes and this machine can
be delivered within 10 dgys of
actual club operation. This was
reported at another' organizational
meeting held last night. The club
full present member_shxp .has been
| called to a meeting in City Coun-
cil Chambers at 8 p.m next Thurs-
day. At that time a nominating
committee will submit a slatg of
directors, and upon election of of-
ficers steps will proceed for a for-
mal application for a club charter.

With securing of the first trainer
plane flying will commence im-
mediately. Arrangements for ad-
ditional aircraft have been made
already and these will be available
as nceded.

Special attention is called to the
fact that the Flying Club is not
ouly for R.C.A.F. personnel but_for
the general public, men and wo-
men between 15 and 75 _years.of
age. A {fully qualified air engin-
cer's services have already been
secured for club purposes.

Page 4 Nov G, | THE

FLYING CLUB IS

TAKING-OFF ON
ACTIVE CAREER

* Nataimo and  District I-‘!;.n-..-,:
Club {s now really rolling over Hu-v;
tarmac preparatory to o take-ofll

hich W gn-mission an smpor-
:mt loe"»%'\vr/rdion future. ‘on‘wvr.\-
XMére elected at o meeting lns‘.‘
nfght, two aircraft are now under)
order for local training purposes,|
an application has been sent away |
fer a club charter, ancd o \'.'(~(‘.xw;;-|
day club officials will inspect they
Cassidy stirport with o wvicw tol
deiinitely sclegting o switabhle han-
zar. Two ciud aircraft can be de-
Jlivered here as soon as suitable
housing Is provided, amd it is be-
lieved a structére is already built]
and available. '

First_officers cf the new clyb)
are: President, Frank Honey; vice-
ypresident, Dr. arry  Giovando;
secretary, Bob Stacey. Thesc threc,
with- H. B. “Bus” Matthews, Bill

Powers, N an corlield and J’:_c-:
Bateman form the lirst board of

‘I_U'.EIdQLS- }
‘.rEnthusiastic reports were re-|

celved from a membership com- |
mittee ‘which is driving ahead for
a big starting roster. The club is
not alone for ex-service peoanle

for civillans of both sexes
cral local girls and women ar
already enrolled,




