Club Secretary Jerome
Harrison is cleaning

the windscreen on the
club plane. He was
usually the first one

to the Club on weekends
and saw that the aircraft
was ready for use by

the members on those

busy days in 1954,

CF-ECP was ground
looped during a check
out flight of a new
member. No one was

hurt but the plane was
laid up for weeks until
Insurance claim was
settled. Later the
Cessna was sold with

the plan to buy a Ces-
sna 170 4 seater, but
.the ballance of the cost
could not be raised.

CF-ECP shown "For
Sale" in 1985 for
$7,500. The Club
purchased the ajr-
craft 2nd hand in
early 1950's for
$2,800!

This was borrowed
money and it took
a lot of time to.
pay off the loan.



This photo was
used in an artic.
le in the local

- R oo D eal
JOHN W. FRASER . h Scribing

NFC PRESIDENT
1954- 1955

the operation to
destroy the Ger-
man dams at the
time the motion
Picture "The Dam
Busters" was
Playing in North
American theatres
John was very
personable and a
most energetic,
hard working man
for the Club and
the sport of fly-
ing. The Club
prospered under
his leadership.

He went on to
help form a priv-
ate company that
would offer an
aircraft mainten-
ance base and fly-
ing school at Cass
idy Airport. The
name "Nanaimo Air-
port" did not
stick until many
years after these
events.

The company “"Cassi-
dair Service Ltd."
changed hands and
John started fly-
ing as part of a
new job with a log
broker. He was acc:
idently killed in a
Piper Super Cub
float plane while
checking log booms
along the Sechelt
coast. Sadly missec
by all who knew him.
Jerome

-y o o son.
John W. Fraser (deceased) served in the RCAF aircrew during

WW 2 and was a member of the famous RAF 617 Squadron, known
as the "Dam Busters".

During the raid on the dams, John was the bomb aimer in the
second Lancaster (M for Mother) over the target. Their
pPlane was hit by flak and set on fire as it approached the-
dam and their was bomb dropped. The pilot (John Hopgood)
pulled up to gain altitude and ordered the crew to bail out.
Only John and the tail gunner escaped; both spent nearly 3
vears in a German P.0O.W. camp. /0



NFC Club House
bcehhiilndd Ctohr‘inse ]F1a LE
that "1ived" at
Cassidy for some
months. It was a
former RCAF train
ing plane and as 1
recall was up for
sale. The Cornell
afrcraft were sus-
pect for airworth-
iness due to their
all wood war=time

construction,
--Jerome Harrison

&
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John Fraser and wife Doris, stand-
ing with a nephew (name ?7) beside
the Club's Cessna 120 CF-ECP/ 1,
background, a Beecraft Bonanza
owned by the Mayo Lumber Company
and flown by Reg Mayo.--J. Harrison

This "T" Hangar was built by
Club volunteers with a lot of
‘found® materials to protect the
aircraft and one space to rent.
John Fraser is sitting on the
roof while C1iff Syme and John
Hebert are standing below.



This photo taken at one of
the numerous Friday night
Club parties. Many members
are present as are their
wivies and some guests.
Recognized are Bob Malpass
& Wife; Jim & Lorraine Bon-
ar; John & Doris Fraser;
Taimi Hindmarch, John Black-
ham; Doreen & Cliff Syme;
John Hebert.--J. Harrison

The Club office was used as
the bar...various BYOB's are
stood on the shelves. Lots
of hilarity and hangar flyine
at these events. One night
John Blackham and Frank Wil-
fert raced their cars around
the runway and taxi strip!
Blackham won that night but
there was no rematch.

--J. Harrison

John Blackham was a flyinc
instructor from the 2cro ~ 1yt
of B.C. who came over to
train new pilots through cur
Club. Here he is presentec
with a sample of his favour-
ite gargle during the Wings
Banquet. Pete Hanna is the
presenter, nearby is Doug
Robinson. Seated at the
head table at the rear Jf‘
photo, Des Kearney, Supsrin-
tendent of Air Regulaticne
for B.C., as honoured ques
who presented the new pile
with their Private Licens=s
--- J. Harrison

¥
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Frank Wilfert Jr. presents
John Blackham with a proper
gift from the Club in recog-
nition of his efforts to in-
crease membership through his
tra1n1n' Courses
(1954 Wings Banquet)

---J. Harrison

/9



WINGS BANQUET NOVEMBER , 1954
President, John Fraser and wife
Doris. This occasion was

their wedding anniversary, and
also Doris would be presented
with her Private Pilot's licence
that evening. --J. Harrison

CF-IDT 8 Luscombe 8E was all metal
and like the 8C, was a nice air-
craft to fly, ---J. Harrison

d
This Luscombe 8C (CF-DRO) was use

by the Club after the Ces§na 120 and
a Luscombe 8E. ---J. Harrison /959
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A visiting RCAF Harvard dur-
ing a local airshow sponsored
by NFC. The Tiger Moth in the
background, one of the pair
owned by Harry McCracken.
Last owner Ron Cook of Nana-
imo. It was damaged beyond
repair due to a heavy wind
storm some months earlier.
AUG. 24, 1953 J. Harrison

Club Member John Parker (L
John Morris at control of
Club's Luscome; & Fred Kro
(R) of aircraft. 1959

These were visiting RCAF
Beechcraft 18 EXpeditors.
The visible runway and taxi
strips had not changed much
from the time the airport
was built in 1942-43,

--- J. Harrison




JUNE, 1959 NANATMC
FLYING CLUE MEMRERSC
in front of their
clubhouse.
L-R Front: H.B.
"Bus" Matthews;
John Hebert; Dave
Garbutt;
Back. Pete Hanna;
Wm. H. Power;
Ralph Hatheways
(last President of.
this segment of NFC
Albert Wong; Unkn-
own; Fred Krog; &
Unknown.
Rear: Cl1iff Syme.
(Last of Photos
donated by Jarome
Harrison--1. Erhar

MARY MATTHEWS with her
deceased husband, H.B.
"gus" Matthews Honourary
Life Membership.

% Feb., 1985 ey
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Yes, the "good
old days" rates
but one must
remember wages

usire just as NﬂNﬂlmO BC

m&. John 'Morris

Nansimo, r_C

SEPT lgs i

Rate £5-00 Per Hour No. Terms
R
DATE | AZC L. TIME | DR
éalance from July ‘
| : :15 $ 1.25
.1 kF-ECP |10:30 - 10:45 .
T 8 " 12:30 - 12:50 220 1.65
8 Rec'd cash for July
s :35 2.90
ot .6 " 18:55 - 19:30 :
i 121 * 12:50 - 13:15 :25 ‘3})?)
19| »  |18:40 - }2:53 :15 209
v |15:55 - 16:2 125 240
32 w  |16:20 - 16:30 | :10 .86
19 Rectd. cash (0.LeVive)
19 " . - n
12.85
.
n;;,;w; TR N ’ _{kf :
AMOUNT DUE




